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Fatality 
prompts 
building 
rules call 

AN electricians’ trade asso¬ 
ciation has called for chang¬ 
es in building regulations 
after a court heard how a 
Black Country mother died 
after being electrocuted. 

The electrical circuits in 
22-year-old Emma Shaw’s 
flat had been signed off and 
certified during its construc¬ 
tion but, around 18 months 
later, she died as a result of 
a fault. 

Neil Hoult, 53, of Dane 
Terrace, Rowley Regis, was 
the qualified supervisor 
who signed the certification 
documents, and was found 
guilty at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court of breaching 
health and safety law. He 
was fined £1,000. 

Now the National Associ¬ 
ation of Professional Inspec¬ 
tors and Testers, NAPIT, 
has claimed the case has 
highlighted long-standing 
concerns over the qualified 
supervisor model and the 
dangers inherent in that ap¬ 
proach to recognising elec¬ 
trical competence. 

Its chairman Frank Ber¬ 
tie said: “The NAPIT Trade 
Association has consistently 
opposed the industry model 
of focusing on a qualified 
supervisor, a model which 
runs too great a risk of work 
being completed by install¬ 
ers who may be neither 
properly trained nor genu¬ 
inely monitored.” 

‘Disgusted’ — see page 3 

Bank gang 
had hammers 

FOUR masked robbers 
armed with hammers raid¬ 
ed a bank in Cradley Heath. 

Officers were called to 
Lloyds Bank on High Street 
shortly before 9.30am on 
Monday. Police said it was 
believed four men dressed in 
black had threatened staff 
with hammers before steal¬ 
ing a small amount of cash. 
They were seen running off 
towards Queen Street where 
a car was waiting. 

Anyone with information 
is urged to call 101 or anon¬ 
ymously by calling Crimes- 
toppers on 0800 555 111. 


WEED WORRY 
LED TO DEATHS 



Rebecca Billington-Green, left, and Sarah-Louise Billington, both of Tipton, married at Priory Hall in Dudley 


IT was a picture perfect day for a de¬ 
voted couple who tied the knot in one 
of the country’s first gay weddings. 

The sun shone as Rebecca Billing¬ 
ton-Green and Sarah-Louise Billing¬ 
ton celebrated with their family just 
hours after new laws permitting same 
sex marriage came into force. 

Ceremony 

The couple who live in Tipton were 
married at Priory Hall in Dudley , one 
week after their held a commitment 
ceremony at the same venue. 

They posed for photographs in their 
ivory gowns outside the grade II listed 


register office with their family and 
11-month-old son Jacob, who was 
dressed in a grey suit. 

Rebecca, aged 31, a nurse at Cov¬ 
entry’s Walsgrave Hospital, said it had 
been an ‘emotional’ day for them both. 

“It was brilliant. It felt very special. 
Our love is the same as any heterosex¬ 
ual couple. It’s nice to have our mar¬ 
riage recognised. ” 

The couple in Coventry three years 
ago. Then, in 2012, on a holiday in 
Corfu, Rebecca proposed to Sarah-Lou¬ 
ise, 23, who works as a hairdresser at a 
salon in Dudley Port. 

The couple were able to take advan¬ 


tage of a special offer Dudley Council 
has been running where people can 
have a buy one and get one free ser¬ 
vice. 

Staff at Priory Hall said they had 
received a lot of interest from gay cou¬ 
ples looking to have a marriage cere¬ 
mony at the venue. 

Superintendent registrar Penny 
Fulford said: “We have had a steady 
stream of enquiries at Priory Hall 
about same sex marriages. The cou¬ 
ples that we’ve talked to are thrilled 
to have the chance to get married 
rather than just have the option of a 
civil partnership.” 


Report by Alex Ross and Adam Grinsell 


NEIGHBOURS are shocked and mys¬ 
tified after worry over an invasive 
weed led to a couple’s violent deaths 
at their Rowley Regis home. 

Neighbours were unaware of a problem 
with Japanese Knotweed that so worried Den¬ 
nis McRae. 52. that he battered to death his 


55-year-old wife Jane 
before he took his 
own life by cutting his 
wrists and throat. 

A note at the scene in 
Bryan Budd Close, signed 
by Mr McRae, claimed he 
had been driven to the act 
by concern over Japanese 
Knotweed at the rear of 
their property. He worried 
that it would make their 
home impossible to sell. 

Neighbours spoke of a 
couple who only exchanged 
greetings to those living 
nearby. 

Lorna Bryant, who lives 
next door, said the commu¬ 
nity was ‘deeply saddened’ 
by their deaths. 

She was unaware of any 
problems over Japanese 
Knotweed at the properties. 

Issue 

“I wouldn’t know what 
Japanese Knotweed is with¬ 
out being shown it. We have 
never had any issue with the 
growth behind the house,” 
she added. 

Mr McRae, who worked at 
Solvay, Oldbury, wrote that 
worry over the weed added 
to “my growing madness.” 

At an inquest in Smeth¬ 
wick on Monday, Senior 
Black Country Coroner 
Robin Balmain recorded 
that Mrs McRae was un¬ 
lawfully killed and that Mr 
McRae killed himself. 

Mr Balmain said: “This 


with a perfume bottle 



Kenneth and Jane McRae 


is clearly a tragedy. The im¬ 
pression is Mr McRae was 
possibly becoming paranoid. 

“There is no direct evi¬ 
dence of that, of course. 

“He had a responsible job 
as a lab technician, his own 
home free from mortgage. 

“It appears he became 
obsessed with Japanese 
Knotweed in the vicinity, 
which was not even on his 
property. 

“It is difficult to under¬ 
stand what was going on in 
Mr McRae’s mind.” 

The suicide note, read in 
court, stated: “The despair 
has got so bad that I have 
killed her, as I did not want 
her to be alone without an 
income when I killed my¬ 
self.” 

Their adoptive son Mark 
McRae, 27, said he did not 
understand how the tragedy 
could have happened. 


Motorist 
is injured 
when car 
overturns 

A MAN was seriously in¬ 
jured when a car hit a row 
of parked vehicles and over¬ 
turned on a Dudley road. 

Emergency services were 
called to Highland Road just 
before 5.20am on Monday 
after a Ford Fiesta ended up 
on its roof. 

The man, believed to be 
the driver and in his 20s, 
was treated at the scene by 
the ambulance service for 
serious injuries and was 
taken to hospital for further 
treatment. It is believed two 
passengers from the car 
were also injured. 

There was severe damage 
to the front of one of the 
parked cars and debris lit¬ 
tered the road. 

In an incident last week, 
a car rolled over three times 
before coming to a rest on 
its roof in Halesowen. 

The female driver and 
passenger were able to get 
out of the blue Vauxhall 
Corsa. The crash partially 
blocked Narrow Lane and 
street signs were knocked 
down by the rolling Corsa 

Two cars, including a sil¬ 
ver Renault Megane, were 
involved in an accident in 
Saltwells Road, Dudley 
Wood, in the early hours. 
The drivers were believed to 
have suffered minor injuries 
in the accident. Also, a car 
struck a lamp post in Muck- 
low Hill, Halesowen. Three 
casualties were treated at 
the scene. 

X Factor in 
Black Country 

THE X Factor auditions will 
be going on tour making two 
stops in the Black Country. 

A mobile audition tour 
will be visiting Dudley and 
Wolverhampton this month 
as part of a 43-date trip. 

The mobile tour will be 
at Dudley Town Hall in St 
James’s Road on April 23 
from 12pm to 4pm. It will 
be at the Mander Centre 
in Wolverhampton the fol¬ 
lowing day, from 10am to 
3pm or 4.30pm for those in 
eduction. Those auditioning 
must be aged 16 or over. 



SOS/SS/VR16 Tyres 
from £47.50 

inc. fitting 

(while stocks last) 


Batteries 

from C30 


mrnOT 

from £95 


FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE 

We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 


Good Garage Scheme*®! 


www. midlandsmotorcare .co.uk 


Lye Valley Industrial Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 0121 550 9818 
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Traders are left facing uncertainty 


A BLACK Country market and 
almost 20 shops are facing an un¬ 
certain future after the collapse of 
a property business worth around 
half a billion pounds. 

Stall holders and shopkeepers 
in Cradley Heath and tenants at a 
set of shops in Charterfield Drive, 
Kingswinford, have learned the 
parent company of the firm, which 
owns their properties has gone into 


receivership - raising fears busi¬ 
nesses may be forced to close. 

Businesses at both locations have 
been sent a letter by administrators 
KPMG informing them that Land- 
master Ltd and ten of its subsidiar¬ 
ies, including Brookwide Ltd, have 
gone into receivership and their 
property will now be managed by 
London-based management com¬ 
pany Lee Baron. They have been 


told to continue operating as nor¬ 
mal until further notice. 

Councillor Anne Shackleton, 
ward councillor for Cradley Heath 
said: “I think it will be a sad day if 
we don’t have the market. It’s the 
heart of the high street. This news 
is the last nail in the coffin for these 
businesses. 

“I have contacted council officers 
to see whether we can move some, 


if not all of the traders, to other va¬ 
cant shops in the town.” 

Rob Croxen, joint receiver and re¬ 
structuring partner at KPMG, said: 
“We are working with the asset 
managers to stabilise the business 
and will now be exploring options 
to maximize the underlying value of 
the portfolio.” 

KPMG is expected to look to sell 
some, if not all, of the assets. 


Council cracking down 
on fraud by tenants 


MORE than 50 homes have been seized by 
Dudley Council after tenancy fraud was un¬ 
covered. A specialist team is cracking down 
on council tenants that flout the rules. 

Since last April there have been dozens of cases of 
tenancy fraud detected. The team investigates peo¬ 
ple who are suspected of illegally sub-letting homes 
and swapping properties w ithout consent. 

~T It also works to investi- 

||2|H Tfl gate those who try, or have 
1»W secured, a council home 
under false pretences or 
have stayed in a property 
after the legal tenant has 
left or died. 

As a result, 57 properties 
were recovered by the coun¬ 
cil. Of these, 34 of the homes 
were abandoned after legal 
proceedings were started 
while keys to 23 other prop¬ 
erties were surrendered. 


No plan to 
create more 
20mph zones 

DUDLEY Council has no 
plans to create more 20mph 
zones in the borough as 
Birmingham City Council 
prepares to roll out its own 
scheme across much of the 
city. 

Council chiefs in Birming¬ 
ham are preparing to pilot a 
scheme that will eventually 
cover around 90 per cent of 
the city’s roads. 

In the Black Country, one 
of the largest schemes will 
soon see the introduction 
of a 20mph speed limit to 
much of West Bromwich 
town centre. 

Dudley Council has al¬ 
ready introduced 20mph 
speed limits outside 11 
schools in the borough, fol¬ 
lowing proposals drawn up 
by council bosses. 

Councillor Kurshid 
Ahmed, Dudley Council 
cabinet member for trans¬ 
port, said: “Having listened 
to public concerns we have 
consulted on and pro-ac¬ 
tively assessed the roads at 
all of the schools in the bor¬ 
ough. As a result we are now 
implementing a programme 
of speed limits, which range 
from 20 to 30mph, depend¬ 
ing on each road’s suitabil¬ 
ity.” 

He added: “There are cur¬ 
rently no plans to expand 
this programme.” 


Waiting 

In eight of the cases, the 
tenants had housing or 
Right to Buy applications 
cancelled or excluded. 

During the period there 
were a total of 69 cases of 
tenancy fraud discovered. 

Councillor Steve Waltho, 
cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said: “Anyone we find 
guilty of committing hous¬ 
ing fraud is at risk of losing 
their home, being fined or 
even going to prison.” 

During the previous fi¬ 
nancial year, 2012/13, 170 
housing fraud investigations 
were launched. Fifty ten¬ 
ants were caught breaking 
the rules with some sub-let- 
ting their homes. 

The council has around 
22,000 properties and there 
are more than 4,000 people 
on the waiting list. 

Figures in September 
showed t9,601 tenants in ar¬ 
rears with the total number 
falling behind on their rent 
up by 17 per cent in a year. 
Housing chiefs said the rise 
was due to the impact of 
welfare reforms including 
the so-called bedroom tax. 


Dreams come true for children 



After a health scare Alex Sargent takes a 

TAKING a ride in a £60,000 sports car and 
recording a pop song were ways youngsters 
celebrated fighting back to good health. 

Thanks to charity Wishing Well and vol¬ 
unteer Steve Ford, youngsters Alex Sargent 
and Shannon Webb saw their wishes come 
true while at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Car enthusiast Alex was driven around 
Stourbridge in a Ferrari Testarossa and 
Shannon got the chance to record her ver¬ 
sion of favourite song, DNA by Little Mix. 

The pair are the latest children who have 


ride in his dream car, a Ferrari Testarossa 

had dreams come true thanks to Mr Ford, 
who has run the charity for more than 20 
years. 

Alex, aged 11, of Barnett Lane, Kingswin¬ 
ford, made the request to ride in a sport car 
while in hospital for two visits following 
a meningitis scare. Thanks to Mr Ford’s 
contact with FW Jones garage owner Colin 
Jones, a shining red Ferrari Testarossa was 
arranged to pick young Alex for a ride. Mr 
Ford set up a chance for Shannon, 13, of 
Surrey Road, Dudley,to record at The Den 


Man, 69, 
has died 
after bus 
accident 

A PENSIONER seriously 
injured after being hit by a 
bus in Dudley town centre 
has died. 

The man has been named 
as Michael Wilkinson, aged 
69, who was struck by a sin¬ 
gle decker bus on Monday 
afternoon, March 24. 

The accident happened at 
the junction of King Street 
and Flood Street close to the 
entrance of Churchill Shop¬ 
ping Centre. 

Police said Mr Wilkinson, 
who lived locally, had suf¬ 
fered serious head injuries 
following the accident at 
around 1.15pm. He died at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal in Birmingham with his 
family at his side on Tues¬ 
day morning. 

Officers from West Mid¬ 
lands Police collision inves¬ 
tigation unit are appealing 
for witnesses to the acci¬ 
dent. Pc Paul Cope said: 
“We are working hard to 
understand the events of 
the afternoon and I would 
urge anyone who was in the 
area at the time and who 
has not yet spoken to us to 
call 101. Our thoughts are 
with Michael’s family and 
are continuing to support 
them at this sad time.” 

An online petition is call¬ 
ing for safety improvements 
on that stretch of road. King 
Street was designated a bus- 

More signing 
up for e-bills 

MORE than 2,500 residents 
in Dudley are now signed 
up to receive their council 
tax bills online following the 
launch of a new system. 

The e-billing initiative 
has been advertised as part 
of this year’s Dudley Coun¬ 
cil mail-out. 

Finance boss Council¬ 
lor Pete Lowe said: “We’re 
pleased to see there has 
been a recent increase in the 
number of residents signing 
up for e-billing and we hope 
many, many more will fol¬ 
low suit.” 

To register people should 
go online and visit www. 
dudley.gov.uk/ebilling 


Charity concert 

BLACK Country communi¬ 
ty choir, Voices in Harmony, 
are on Saturday perform¬ 
ing at the Cornbow Hall in 
Halesowen in aid of Cancer 
Research UK at 8pm. 

Tickets cost £8, call tick¬ 
ets secretary Jenny An¬ 
drews on (01384) 635507 or 
email tickets@vihchoir.org 
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• GUTTERING 
I I • SOFFITS 

M ■• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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White car 
taxi rule 
replaced 
by stickers 

A RULE forcing taxi driv¬ 
ers in Dudley to use only 
white-coloured private hire 
cabs will be lifted in June. 

New regulations came 
into force this week which 
will see all licensed hackney 
carriages displaying Dudley 
Council signs. 

Taxi drivers won their 
battle to overturn the col¬ 
our policy in December 
last year. The council had 
brought in the scheme to 
improve safety in 2006 but 
the move proved unpopular 
with cabbies, who claimed 
the rising cost of white- 
coloured cars was putting 
them out of business. 

Following a campaign by 
the Dudley Private Hire and 
Taxi Association, the coun¬ 
cil taxi committee voted to 
change the rules in Decem¬ 
ber. The authority is car¬ 
rying improvements to the 
taxi service which will see 
all hackney carriages dis¬ 
playing Dudley Council door 
stickers. 

Councillor Richard Body, 
chairman of the taxis com¬ 
mittee, said: “Hackney car¬ 
riage drivers licensed by 
Dudley Council must have 
stickers with the Dudley 
Council logo on their vehi¬ 
cle doors, by the door han¬ 
dles. Any driver who does 
not have the stickers will be 
in breach of the taxis rules 
and will be asked to appear 
before the taxis committee.” 

Grants offer 
for job plans 

COMMUNITY groups and 
projects to help boost the 
job chances of people in the 
Black Country can apply for 
grants of up to £15,000 to 
support their work. 

The Heart of England 
Community Foundation has 
been awarded just over £2 
million by the European 
Social Fund to be spent 
on projects designed to get 
the long-term unemployed 
closer to the jobs market. 

Applications are now 
being invited from groups 
in the Black Country. More 
information on how to apply 
is available at www.hear 
tofenglandcf.co.uk 

Shakespeare talk 

HISTORIAN Ben Alex¬ 
ander will give a lecture 
entitled Who Wrote the 
Shakespeare Sonnets? on 
April 23, the anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s birth and 
death. The 7.45pm talk is at 
the centre behind St Mary’s 
Church, Kingswinford. 


M5 wrong-way driver is spared prison 


A CARE worker from Halesowen who ad¬ 
mitted driving the wrong way down the M5 
while twice over the drink drive limit has 
been spared an immediate jail sentence. 

Katy Homer brought terror to drivers 
using the motorway before swerving on to 
the hard-shoulder to avoid a head-on colli¬ 
sion with a lorry on December 4 last year. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard one 
lorry driver had just joined the motorway at 
around 2.30am when he saw the headlights 
of Homer’s black Vauxhall Astra approach¬ 
ing. 

The court was told the HGV driver had 


braked before flashing his own lights and 
sounding his horn in a desperate bid to get 
the mother of three to take ‘evasive action’. 

Although she did not react at first, the 
27-year-old eventually veered on to the 
hard shoulder, avoiding what would have 
been a head-on collision. 

The court had previously heard that 
Homer, of Clent View Road, Colley Gate, 
had joined the southbound side of the mo¬ 
torway at junction two Oldbury before driv¬ 
ing three miles north to Junction 1 West 
Bromwich. 

Miss Alka Brigue, prosecuting, said upon 


leaving the motorway police dealing with 
an unrelated matter had seen Homer’s 
car travelling the wrong way up the south¬ 
bound sliproad. 

She said they had then tried unsuccess¬ 
fully to stop her vehicle as it went around 
the Kenrick Way roundabout. 

Homer pleaded guilty to one count of 
dangerous driving and one count of driving 
with excess alcohol at a previous hearing. 

Judge Michael Dudley gave her a four- 
month jail sentence suspended for 12 
months. 

Alongside the suspended sentence, 


Homer, a mother-of-three, was banned 
from driving for three years, placed under 
supervision for 12 months and ordered to 
carry out 180 hours unpaid work. 

Irresponsible 

Sean Kyne, who is acting sector Crown 
Prosecutor from West Midlands Crown 
Prosecution Service, said: “Katy Homer 
was twice over the drink drive limit and 
then drove her car on the motorway in the 
wrong direction. 

“Her irresponsible actions not only put 
herself in danger but other road users too.” 


Mother's disgust at fine 
after fatal electrocution 



THE mother of a young woman 
fatally electrocuted at her flat is 
“disgusted” that the qualified su¬ 
pervisor who signed off the prop¬ 
erty’s electrical circuits has been 
fined £1,000. 

Mother-of-one Emma Shaw died 
after being electrocuted at the West 
Bromwich flat she shared with her 
partner in December 2007 when the 

22- year-old was dealing with a leak 
from a boiler . 

The electrical circuits had been signed off 
as safe by Neil Hoult, aged 53, of Dane Ter¬ 
race, Rowley Regis, who was found guilty 
by jurors last week of one charge of fail¬ 
ure to discharge a duty under the Health 
and Safety at Work Act. He has been fined 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Miss Shaw’s mother Diane Potter said 
she hoped the end of the court case, six 
years after her daughter’s death, would 
allow the family to grieve. 

She said: “I am disgusted . She was taken 
away from us and it was just a £1,000 fine. 
It’s just not justice. 

Hug 

“I’m glad court has finished. It’s gone on 
for more than six years. I haven’t been able 
to grieve. I’ve been trying to keep everybody 
in the family going. I just wanted closure 
from it all so I could start grieving.” 

Miss Shaw had been looking forward 
to her first Christmas in her first home, 
a flat in Jefferson Place, with her partner 
Andrew Cross and son Brayden, who was 

23- months-old at the time of her death, and 
is now aged eight. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard a 
victim impact statement from Mrs Potter 
taken before the court case concluded, in 
which she described her relationship with 
her daughter as more like best friends. 

She said she saw her daughter the day 
before the tragedy, and she had given her 
a hug. She added: “Even now I still recall 
that last touch.” 

She paid tribute to her daughter, a for¬ 
mer Willingsworth High School pupil who 
had worked in the restaurant at Asda, 
Great Bridge, saying: “She was bubbly and 
confident and had so many friends.” 

Miss Shaw’s father Paul, who lives in Ire¬ 
land, said in his own statement: “She was 


in her first home, preparing for Christmas 
and a looking forward to the bright and 
happy future she should have had. Brayden 
is now eight years old and he is growing up 
without his mother, which is just not right.” 

Hoult had signed off the electrical cir¬ 
cuits at Miss Shaw’s flat as safe but in¬ 
vestigations later revealed a circuit which 
fed an immersion heater in the boiler had 
been penetrated by a screw during the flat’s 
construction. Hoult had not been based on 
site and his responsibility was to check the 
details on forms sent in by workers before 
signing them off. 

Mr Gary Bell, defending him, highlighted 


his client would have preferred to have been 
on site himself but was given a lot of work 
to do and very little time in which to com¬ 
plete it. He added that the court case had 
also taken a toll on Hoult’s family as his 
wife had a breakdown 

Judge Michael Dudley explained the law 
set out he could only fix an amount the 
defendant could afford to pay within 12 
months, which is why it “may seem light”. 

The judge told Hoult: “You have been 
convicted of a grave breach of duty. The 
testing of electrical circuits is absolutely 
vital. You were responsible for the failures 
in checking paperwork. Because of your fail¬ 


ures, and those of others who created this 
situation, you failed to detect a metal stud 
frame behind a plaster board at the house 
was live for a period of some 18 months.” 

The jury had deliberated for four hours 
and 35 minutes before finding him guilty. 

Hoult’s co-accused Christopher Tomkins, 
52, from Rowley Village, Rowley Regis, was 
found not guilty. 

The court heard Hoult and Tomkins 
were employed by Anchor Building and 
Electrical Services Ltd, contracted to carry 
out electrical work during the development 
of Jefferson Place in 2006. The firm had 
since gone into liquidation. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Hundreds taking 
part in arts festival 

HUNDREDS of young 
musicians and dancers are 
taking part in a festival in 
the borough. 

Dudley Performing Arts 
groups are partners in the 
Dudley Arts Hub, which 
includes choirs, wind and 
brass bands, string or¬ 
chestras, dance and drama 
groups. Most of the events 
will take place at Dudley 
Town Hall and at Nether- 
ton Arts Centre. 

There will also be an ap¬ 
pearance at the National 
Festival of Music for Youth 
in Oxford. 

History of fast 
food on menu 

HISTORIAN Samantha 
Badger will talk about the 
history of the fast-food in¬ 
dustry at a meeting of the 
Black Country Society lat¬ 
er this month. 

The former Stourbridge 
College lecturer will chron¬ 
icle the changing eating 
habits in the Black Coun¬ 
try between 1800 and 1970 
with her talk Stage Coach 
Inns to Indian Cuisine at 
the Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum on April 23, 
at 7.30pm. Admission is 
£1.50 to non-members.Call 
(01384) 873279 for details. 

Boot camp fits 
the bill at Dell 

A NEW boot camp style 
fitness session is being 
launched at The Dell Sta¬ 
dium in Brierley Hill on 
Sunday mornings for peo¬ 
ple aged 16 and over of all 
abilities. 

Led by a fully qualified 
instructor, it runs from 
9.30am and includes an in¬ 
tense and fun workout. The 
class costs £3 per session 
orfree for those holding 
a Lifestyles membership. 
Call (01384) 812800. 

Walk in memory 
of cricket legend 

FANS are planning to put 
in the miles for a charity 
walk in memory of a fa¬ 
mous cricketer. Former 
England international 
Basil D’Oliveira played for 
Worcestershire. The 74- 
mile Walk for Basil from 
New Road cricket ground 
to Cardiff is taking place 
May 1 to 4. To sponsor or 
take part call Mark Ash¬ 
bourne on 07506 747619. 

Signal for recruits 

A HERITAGE railway is 
looking to recruit new vol- 

Un The r Severn Valley Rail¬ 
way’s Volunteer Job Fair 
is on Saturday, April 12, at 
its Kidderminster station 
from 10am to 4pm. 



Freshly cooked to order. 


Burgers 


Any Pizza 
Any Size 
Any Time 

Only 

£ 9.§5 


Pizza Deal 

Any 3 Medium 10.5” 

£13.50 

Any 3 Large 12” 

£17.00 

Any 3 X-Large 15” 

£21.00 


C Pizza Deal 


50% off 



orders over 

Any 2 Medium 

£8.95 

£35 Set 

Any 2 Large 

£11.49 

menu 

V Any 2 Super 

£14.00 



Buy One Pizza 
Get One 

FREE 

Offer does not include cheese & 
tomato pizza or stuffed crust, 
lower priced pizza is free not 
to be used with any other offer. 
Please mention offer at time of 
ordering. Not available for 




Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



IN case you missed the latest Met Office forecast, 
looking at climate in Britain until 2040, let me summa¬ 
rise it. Summers will be hotter, except when they are 
colder while winters will be milder, except when they 
are less mild. Even the Met Office’s greatest fan, the 
BBC, was reduced to summing it all up with a headline 
to treasure: “UK’s future climate to be all sorts.” 
□□□□□□□□ 

GOOD to see Kermit the frog entering the debate on 
Scottish independence (he supports the Union). My 
interview with the Muppets in a Birmingham hotel many 
years ago was a highlight of my dazzling career. I can 
report that Kermit is unfailingly polite and hospitable and 
is quite the most intelligent, thoughtful and articulate latex 
amphibian I have ever interviewed. 

□□□□□□□□ 

MISS Piggy, on the other hand, is a shameless hussy 
who flirts outrageously with reporters and hints that 
there is something improper going on with Kermit. I 
shall never forget, as Miss Piggy alleged the couple 
were planning a romantic weekend, the plaintive voice 
of Kermit: “Do not believe her. Trust the frog.” 
□□□□□□□□ 

IN his EU debate with Ukip leader Nigel Farage, the 
deputy prime minister Nick Clegg rattled off that the EU 
made us “richer, stronger, safer.” Richer? EU membership 
actually costs us £50,000 million a year. If we are wealth¬ 
ier than other parts of the EU it is entirely because Britain 
stayed out of every Euro-zealot’s dream currency, the 
euro. Stronger? How can any EU nation be stronger when 
membership depends on giving up sovereignty? Safer? 
Has the EU’s recent meddling in Ukraine made you feel 
particularly safe? The EU, founded as a free-trade area, 
is turning into one of the most imperialist and expansion¬ 
ist powers this world has seen, pushing its borders and 
its influence right into the nose of the Russia bear and 
leading Britain into all sorts of risks that are none of our 
business. The EU actually makes us poorer, weaker and 
worried. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Plan to restore garden 
to its Georgian glory 


A WALLED garden in the heart of a Grade I 
listed park in Halesowen is set to put on the 
tourism map as part of a £500,000 plan. 

Hales Owen Abbey Trust has won its bid to take over 
the site, owned by Birmingham Metropolitan College at 
The Leasowes park in Halesowen. The garden, which was 
created in the 1770s, will now be handed to the trust for an 
undisclosed sum. 


Executive director for 
estates at Birmingham 
Metropolitan College John 
Starmer said they were 
pleased the sale had been 
approved. 

The Trust plans to restore 
the garden to its former 
Georgian glory and open it 
to visitors. It has been un¬ 
used since the college, which 
took over the Stourbridge 
campus last year, moved its 
horticultural centre for stu¬ 
dents with learning disabili¬ 
ties to Kidderminster. 

Lottery 

Mr Freer said a fund¬ 
raising appeal has been 
launched to find £20,000 
needed to fund the purchase 
and initial costs. The group 
then hopes to secure lottery 
cash to fund the £500,000 
restoration. 

“It’s very exciting,” said 
Mr Freer. “It’s an important 
garden and one will hope 
people will enjoy visiting.” 

Plans including opening 
period greenhouses and 
a bothy, where gardeners 
would stay overnight. 


M by Heather Large 

Mr Freer added that there 
were plans to set up a trust 
to manage the garden. Hales 
Owen Abbey Trust hopes to 
install a special covenant on 
the land so it always used 
for public benefit. 

Members are now appeal¬ 
ing for help from businesses 
and individuals to support 
the project. Mr Freer said 
he hoped to find a solicitor 
to undertake the conveyanc¬ 
ing free of charge 

The Leasowes has been 
heralded as being of national 
importance. Farmland was 
transformed into an ideal¬ 
ised landscape of wooded 
valleys, grassland, lakes 
and streams in the mid-18th 
century by poet William 
Shenstone. The walled gar¬ 
den was created in the 1770s 
by the next owner, Edward 
Horne. The site was visited 
by future American Presi¬ 
dents Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams. 

To help with the project 
contact Mr Freer on 0121 
5505440 


[Town’s bishop is youngest 



The Rt Rev Graham Usher and Archbishop Justin Welby 


DUDLEY has a new bishop 
after Canon Graham Usher 
was ordained in the role in 
a special service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London. The 
43-year-old is the youngest 
bishop in the country. 

Hundreds gathered to 
watch as Mr Usher con¬ 
secrated by Archbishop of 
Canterbury Justin Welby at 
the ceremony. 

Wife 

Among those proudly 
looking on was Mr Usher’s 
wife, Rachel, and two chil¬ 
dren Chad, 13, and Olivia, 
11 . 

Friends from Hexham, 
where Mr Usher erved as 
Dean for five years, also at¬ 
tended. 

The Archbishop explained 
the role of a bishop as one 
who is called to serve and 
care for the flock of Christ 
and to lead them in the way 
of holiness. 

Mr Usher will be formally 
welcomed to the Diocese of 
Worcester with a service 
at Dudley’s Top Church on 
May 3. He will then be in¬ 
stalled at Worcester Cathe¬ 
dral on May 4. Mr Usher’s 
ministry will begin after 
these services. 


Bus chief 
chosen as 
principal 
at college 

A SENIOR transport boss 
has been chosen to take 
over one of the West Mid¬ 
lands’s biggest colleges. 

Andrew Cleaves, a Na¬ 
tional Express senior execu¬ 
tive, will step into the shoes 
of Dame Christine Braddock 
DBE, at Birmingham Met¬ 
ropolitan College from May, 
to become its new principal 
and chief executive. 

Reputation 

Dame Christine had pre¬ 
sided over Birmingham 
Metropolitan College’s take¬ 
over of Stourbridge College 
and built up its reputation 
for working with business. 

Mr Cleaves is currently 
managing director of the 
transport group’s inter¬ 
national division, having 
formerly run its Birming¬ 
ham-based UK Coach busi¬ 
ness. 

He previously spent 12 
years in senior roles at Tube 
Lines, managing the public 
private partnership with 
Transport for London for 
infrastructure and mainte¬ 
nance of the Tube. 

He was part of the team 
which invested £10 million 
on a training school for en¬ 
gineering apprenticeships 
for its workforce. 

He will oversee the col¬ 
lege’s 50,000 students 
across 20 campuses and 
centres. The college formed 
in 2009 when Matthew 
Boulton College and Sutton 
Coldfield College merged. 


Hassle Free Days Out 


Adult Senior Child Route Cod 


Sat 5th The National Archives - Kew, London 

to book this trip Contact Phil Lamb on 0121 422 9131 
Tue 15th Cotswolds *Moreton Market & Bourton* 

2 SEATS FOR £22 (Every Third Tuesday of the Month) 
Sat 19th Oxford - Nifty City Explorer Tour 

*included Hop On Hop off Open-Top Bus Ticket* 

Sat 19th Oxford as you please.. /Shopping & Sightseeing* 
ALL SEATS ONLY £15.00 
Mon 21st Weston-super-Mare on Easter Monday 
*2 SEATS FOR £25* 

Thu 24th Nifty 50’s Mystery Lunch Excursion 
(Last Thursday of the Month) 


Sun 4th Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) 

House, Gardens & Egyptian Exhibition 
Mon 5th Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza 
Bank Holiday Special 
Sat 10th Barmouth... for the day 
Sat 10th The National Archives - Kew, London 

To book this trip Contact Phil Lamb on 0121 422 9131 
Tue 13th Abergavenny Market & Tewkesbury 
2 For Tuesday (2 SEATS FOR £22) 

Fri 16th Powis Castle & Gardens 

*Nifty National Trust Coach Club 
Sat 17th York - Nifty City Explorer Tour 

includes Hop On Hop off Open-Top Bus Ticket* 

Sat 17th York as you please...*Shopping & Sightseeing* 

ALL SEATS ONLY £15.00 
Tue 20th Cotswolds *Moreton Market & Bourton* 

*2 SEATS FOR £22 *(Every Third Tuesday of the Month) 
Sun 25th West Midlands Safari Park 

All inclusive Ticket (inc. unlimited ride wristband): 

Mon 26th Weston-Super-Mare on Bank Holiday 
*2 SEATS FOR £25* 

Thu 29th Nifty 50’s Mystery Lunch Excursion 
(Last Thursday of the Month) 

Sat 31 st Warner Bros Studio, London 
Harry Potter Studio Tour 


SELF DRIVE 
VANS 

.AVAILABLE 


£21 

£13 
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£15 

£15 

£22 


£17 

£17 
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£16 

£16 
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NT Member £14 
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£27 
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^CALL TODAY AND WE* 
WILL POST YOU YOUR 
^_2014 BROCHURE—: 


n/a 
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£13 
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£15 
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£15 
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£26 

£13 

n/a 

£40 



pigs 'Morton Coaches 


Pick up points - 
in Halesowen - 


Call for full programme details 0121550 8519 

12-53 seater coaches available for private hire 

Airport/Seaport and City Transfers ■ Stag and Hen Parties 


HALESTONE 

MEMORIALS 


j Showroom sale on till end of April! 

Traditional & Modern Memorials 
• Restorations • Repairs • ReGilds 
Phone for free brochure 


0121 550 4235 

or visit our showroom at: 
Somers Rd, Halesowen B62 8EN 
www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


l0& life Slimming World 


Join a warm and friendly group today... 


TUESDAY 

Oldburys Sainsbury’s 
(Savacentre), 

Freeth Street 
6pm and 7.15pm 

WEDNESDAY 

Blackheath 

Central Methodist Church 

High Street 

10am & 3.30pm & 5.30pm 


NEW SESSION STARTING 
FROM THE 26TH MARCH 
STARTING AT 12PM 
ANN - 07815 643963 


slimmingworld.com 0844 897 8000 HU 



(Slimming 

know you’re amazing 


























school is 
finally to 
get zebra 
crossing 

A CROSSING is being in¬ 
stalled outside a Halesowen 
primary school following a 
200-name petition calling 
for action. 

Dudley Council has now 
started work on a zebra 
crossing outside St Marga¬ 
ret’s at Hasbury Primary 
School on the busy Hagley 
Road. A 20mph speed limit 
will also be put in place. 

Councillor Donella Rus¬ 
sell, ward member for Belle 
Vale, said residents in the 
area had been concerned 
about the situation for a 
long time. 

“St Margaret’s and local 
residents have been fighting 
for over quarter of a cen¬ 
tury for a crossing to be put 
outside the school on a busy 
main road. This road is a 
major route into Halesowen 
from both Birmingham and 
Worcestershire. 

“For many years the 
school has been asking for 
a crossing yet nothing has 
been done about it. People 
that cross that road regu¬ 
larly have stated that it is a 
death trap and on numerous 
occasions the crossing patrol 
at the school has risked her 
life almost being hit on a 
regular basis. A few years 
ago the crossing patrol was 
run over and ended up in 
hospital. 

Councillor Russell has 
been working with Labour 
candidate Elizabeth Keenan 
on the campaign and head¬ 
teacher Pauline Rogers also 
supported the move. 


Father jailed after dealing 
drugs from his family home 


POLICE found more than £2,000 worth of 
cannabis when they searched a couple’s 
family home, a court heard. 

The cannabis was found under the stairs and in 
an upstairs bedroom at the house in Cradley Heath 
where the couple lived with their three children, 


Wolverhampton Crown C< 

Dean Cooke was jailed fo 
charges of possession of 
cannabis with intent to 
supply. His partner of six- 
and-a-half years Lugina 
Capecci was given a three 
month sentence, suspended 
for 18 months, for the same 
offences. 

Recorder Geoffrey Pryce 
said: “The aggravating fea¬ 
ture in this case is that you 
were using your children’s 
home as a centre for your 
drug dealing.” 

Cooke, 27, had been 
selling drugs to friends to 
help fund his cannabis ad¬ 
diction, while Capecci, 24, 
occasionally took messages 
and arranged for drugs to 
be dropped off. 

Miss Alka Brigue, prose¬ 
cuting, said police executed 
a warrant at their former 
address in Barrs Road, Cra¬ 
dley Heath, on May 29. 

“Officers did a search of 
the property and under the 
stairs found a quantity of 
plastic slip bags and a bag 
containing 68.6 grams of 
cannabis with a street value 
of £680.” 

In a bedroom, police found 


3urt was told, 
r a year after admitting two 

| by Jon Pritchard 

a further 138 grams of can¬ 
nabis with a street value 
of £1,380, 70 tablets worth 
£175 and 5.7 grams of am¬ 
phetamine. The couple, now 
of Adelaide Avenue, West 
Bromwich, also admitted 
possession of a class C drug. 

Gurdeep Garcha, for 
Cooke, said: “He takes re¬ 
sponsibility for what he did 
and he knows that this is a 
serious offence. What he did 
is very different to supply¬ 
ing to strangers commer¬ 
cially on the street.” 

Mr Rashid Mohammed, 
for Capecci, said: “The main 
involvement was to take 
messages but she accepts 
that she sometimes did 
more than that.” 

Cooke was given two 12 
month sentences for posses¬ 
sion of cannabis with intent 
to supply with a further four 
month sentence for posses¬ 
sion of a class C drug to run 
concurrently. He was also 
ordered to pay £100 victim 
surcharge and Capecci was 
told to pay a £80 surcharge. 


Studio adventure is out of this world 



DOCTOR Who found him¬ 
self with two new compan¬ 
ions in the shape of students 
fromCradley Heath. 

Ormiston Forge Academy 
students Katie Monkton and 
Natasha Chifamba, both 15, 
dropped in on a audio book 
recording session with the 
stars of Doctor Who. 

The pair attended the re¬ 
cording in London after win¬ 
ning a writing competition s 
judged by Nicholas Briggs, 
who provides the voice of 
the Daleks. 

They met the seventh 
Doctor, Sylvester McCoy, 
who recently starred as a 
wizard inThe Hobbit mov¬ 
ies, Sophie Aldred who plays 
his companion Ace and actor 
Philip Olivier. 

Sophie Aldred said: “It 
was great to see the Forge 
students in the studio. I en¬ 
joyed talking to them about 
their studies and their hopes 
for the future. It’s impor¬ 
tant to support our young 
people.” 

Natasha from Rowley 
Regis and Katie from Cra¬ 
dley Heath listened to the 
actors perform a new Doc¬ 
tor Who adventure called, 
The Mask of Tragedy, which 
comes out later this year. 



Scheme to boost 
work chances 


A CAMPAIGN to promote 
the employment of peo¬ 
ple with a learning disa¬ 
bility or autism has been 
launched by Dudley Voices 
for Choice (DVC) and Dud¬ 
ley Council’s Employment 
Plus service. 

It aims to help people 
find work by making sure 
disabled people have op¬ 
portunities to fulfil their 
potential. 

Community boss Coun¬ 
cillor Dave Branwood said: 
“We’re encouraging local 
employers to get actively 
involved. We want Dudley 
to lead the way by increas¬ 
ing the number of people 
with learning disabilities 
or autism in employment 
in the borough” 

Employers can contact 
DVC on (01384) 422666 or 
Employment Plus Dudley 
on (01384) 813305. 

Service offering 
open day advice 

PEOPLE will be able to 
find out more about a ser¬ 
vice aimed at keeping old¬ 
er and vulnerable people 
safe in their homes during 
an event in Quarry Bank. 

The Living Well, Feel¬ 
ing Safe advice service is a 
partnership involving Dud¬ 
ley Council, Age UK, West 
Midlands Police, Victim 
Support, West Midlands 
Fire Service and others. 

A drop in information 
day will be held at Quarry 
Bank Community Centre, 
Sheffield Street,on April 
11, noon until 4pm. Con¬ 
tact (01384) 817743. 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 


PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
'SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

You can be sure 
of the right deal! 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
April installation 


Repair Service available 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 

_ _ J 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 3, 2014 













































f, April 3, 2014 



JOSIE Cunningham, some peo¬ 
ple may remember, was the 
‘model’ who received £4,800 
worth of breast enhancements 
on the NHS, because her slim¬ 
line figure was ‘ruining her life’. 

Reportedly, she showed off 
her new profile by posing top¬ 
less in a national newspaper, but 
I must have missed the pictures. 
Which is a shame really. After all, 
you should never pay for some¬ 
thing without having a good look 
at what you’re getting for your 
money. 

Anyway, Josie now appears 
to have had a change of heart. 
Not only is she hoping to have 
the operation reversed, she also 
says she will be suing the NHS 
for clinical negligence and emo¬ 
tional distress. 

This truly is beyond parody. 

The latest instalment in this 
rather tawdry soap opera is that 
Josie has now become pregnant 
during her new career as a pros¬ 
titute. Well, I suppose you might 
as well put your capital to work. 
Perhaps she should have bought 
her new assets through the En¬ 
terprise Allowance Scheme. 

In the meantime, an operation 
that would enable Staffordshire 
schoolboy Ben Baddeley to walk 
has been cancelled by the NHS 
due to a lack of funds. 

Thankfully, Ben will get the 
treatment which will transform 
his life. Donations have poured 
in from the general public, in¬ 
cluding an anonymous benefac¬ 
tor who has stepped in to fund 
the bulk of the £20,000 cost of 
the treatment. 

At the same time, former 
Black Country police chief Mike 
Collins - still working as an ad¬ 
vanced driving examiner at the 
age of 82 - is collecting money 
to help pay for the physiotherapy 
Ben will need once he has had 
his operation. 

If you are able to help, dona¬ 
tions can be made on the web¬ 
site www.justgiving.com/yimby/ 
benpainfreeforlife2 

And in the meantime, maybe 
it is time for a long, hard look at 
what the National Health Service 
exists for. 

□□□□ 

WHAT is the first thing that 
comes into your mind every time 
you see disgraced former Fifa 
chief on television? 

Do you feel a sense of outrage 
at how this ridiculous figure has 
turned the world football govern¬ 
ing body into a laughing stock 
while lining his own pockets? Or 
maybe, like me, you wonder if he 
is going to utter Dixon of Dock 
Green’s catchprhase, ‘evenin’ 
all’. 

In the same way that every 
time the director of award win¬ 
ning movie 12 Years a Slave 
appears on television, my first 
thought is not ‘what a talented 
fellow this chappie is’. 

But rather ‘That is not Steve 
McQueen!’ 



Gary Hawkins, who worked at Carcraft 


Ex-police chief Mike Collins, 82, still at work Albert Billington, on his 90th birthday at B&Q 


Workers proving 
age is no barrier 


MARK ANDREWS looks 
at our older workforce and 
the challenges facing some 
senior members of staff 

WE can all look forward to a 
few more years in the work¬ 
place thanks to the fact that 
we are living longer than ever 
before. 

But once we reach our 50s and 60s 
will our employers still want us or 
will years of experience count for 
nothing? 

There are currently record numbers of 
older people in employment but it seems 
they are not finding the workplace as 
easy as their younger counterparts. 

New research by employment law¬ 
yers Slater & Gordon found that mil¬ 
lions of workers in Britain could have a 
case for illegal age discrimination in the 
workplace with many saying they were 
treated differently to their younger col¬ 
leagues, passed over for promotion and 
worried they are at greater risk of redun¬ 
dancy. 

Their fears are not unfounded, last 
year car sales manager Gary Hawkins 
successfully sued Wednesbury motor 
dealer Carcraft after he was sacked for 
being too old - at just 52. 

The married father-of-four was 
awarded an undisclosed payout running 
into thousands of pounds after his for¬ 
mer employer was judged to have been 
guilty of aged discrimination. 

Thankfully he has now found work 
as a branch manager at Scottish Motor 
Auctions in Bilston, where he says the 
atmosphere is totally different. 

“I couldn’t be happier, I have worked 
with the guy before, and we both know 
each other,” says Mr Hawkins, who is 
now 53. 

After winning his case, Mr Hawkins 
declared he had struck a blow for mid- 



Older workforce - Paul Beddow who works at Argos at Merry Hill 


dle-aged workers everywhere. “I didn’t 
even know I wasn’t part of the youth 
culture until they got rid of me,” he 
said. “I believe I was the oldest guy 
working there and they had about 520 
members of staff on all the sites.” 

Edward Cooper, Slater & Gordon’s 
head of employment law, said their sur¬ 
vey had found one in 10 employers felt 
ignored by their manager, and one in 
seven had seen younger staff promoted 
ahead of them since hitting 40. 

This comes despite a year-long study 
by management consulting group Ac¬ 


centure which found that older workers 
were more efficient than younger ones, 
also having lower levels of staff absen¬ 
teeism and sickness. 

Mr Cooper says: “Very few busi¬ 
nesses enforce a retirement age but 
this research shows that many will still 
sideline and isolate staff when they get 
to a certain age.” 

The report suggested that 54 was the 
age at which career prospects seemed to 
be most affected. 

Some senior citizens are proving lead¬ 
ing the way when it comes to working 


later in life. Recently, handyman Albert 
Billingham finally decided to hang up his 
overalls at the ripe old age of 90. 

And even though Mr Billingham has 
decided to leave his job at B & Q in Bris¬ 
tol, he is still keeping active by helping 
his son Martin, 57, with the restoration 
of his home. Mr Billingham had worked 
continuously for 77 years, only taking a 
handful of days of sick during that time. 

And there are employers in the West 
Midlands who realise that age also 
brings with it a wealth of experience, not 
to mention life skills which no training 
course can teach. 

Retired teacher Paul Beddows decided 
to take up a Christmas job at Argos in 
the Merry Hill centre - and more than 
four years on, he is still in the post. 

Summer 

Mr Beddows, who is 62, spent 35 
years working in the education sector, 
teaching at Rowley Regis College, Jo- 
siah Mason College in Birmingham, and 
Stourbridge College, before deciding to 
take early retirement in the summer of 
2009. 

However, within five months he de¬ 
cided to return to work, and has not 
looked back. 

“The trouble with being retired is that 
you tend to just sit at home doing noth¬ 
ing. There are jobs to do, but if I wasn’t 
quite in the mood, I might have thought 
‘I can always do it tomorrow’.”At the age 
of 82, former police chief Mike Collins 
is still working as an advanced driving 
examiner with the charity Rospa. 

Mr Collins has continued to work ever 
since retiring as a superintendent at 
West Bromwich police station in 1978, 
having also spent two years as a Red 
Cross aid worker in war-torn Somalia 
and Burma. Mr Collins, who typically 
works around two days a week, says 
he still finds his work very rewarding. 
He says “I think there will come a time 
when you start to lose a bit of credibility, 
when you are a bit too old. But at the 
moment I’m still enjoying it.” 


Poorest are 
paying price 


IAIN Duncan Smith has prom¬ 
ised to get to grips with Britain’s 
benefits culture, and make sure 
that work pays. 

Local councils across the 
West Midlands warn they will 
have to make tough decisions 
and cut services as they seek to 
balance the books. 

And then, caught somewhere 
in the middle, are the children 
of some of the poorest families, 
according to Children’s Com¬ 
missioner for England Maggie 
Atkinson. 

“The poorest families, and 
therefore their children, are pay¬ 
ing the price now,” she says. 

“We did in-depth analysis on 
the welfare bill. Families, parents 
with children, especially where 
there was already economic 
pressure on the households, 
would be ill-served by the wel¬ 
fare reforms.” 

Atkinson says not only are 
families on low incomes being 
hit by cuts to social security 
benefits, but library closures and 
reductions in leisure spending 
are also hitting the young. 

In an interview with Total Poli¬ 
tics magazine, the commissioner 
says local government cuts had 
also hit after-school and holiday 
clubs for children. 

Atkinson says Work and Pen¬ 
sions Secretary lain Duncan 
Smith’s welfare shake-up, part 
of the Government’s efforts to 
cut the deficit and encourage 
people who can work to take 
a job, had ‘not served families 
well’. 


Impact 


“I recognise, and our assess¬ 
ment recognises, that for some 
families Universal Credit would 
do good, would help them to 
make their money go further. But 
even with those effects we were 
adamant, and I remain adamant, 
that the welfare reforms have not 
served families well.” 

The commissioner says the 
impact of the Government’s 
austerity measures on children 
are not confined to the welfare 
reforms. 

“Future generations coming 
down the line may well have a 
better time of it, but there are 
children now who are paying 
the price in England, not only for 
the reduction in welfare spend¬ 
ing, but in libraries, in leisure 
facilities, in early intervention, 
in after-school clubs or holiday 
clubs. 

“All those things have been 
under such pressure in local 
government that many of them 
have stopped doing them. And 
that isn’t just an urban issue.” 

Atkinson is no stranger to con¬ 
troversy. In 2010 Denise Fergus, 
the mother of murdered two- 
year-old James Bulger, called for 
Atkinson to be sacked over her 
comments about the two boys 
who murdered her son. While 
saying the murder was ‘excep¬ 
tionally unpleasant’, Atkinson 
said she thought they were too 
young at 10 years old to be tried 
for his murder. 



30 % 

discount 

off all concrete buildings 


Visit our show site to see our huge 
range of quality garden buildings 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 

REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


spring 


NOWON! 


Wooden Sheds 


Concrete Garages 

Roof replacement also available inc Asbestos 


Summer Houses 


e-195 E 285 £ 470 


Single 16ft x 8ft Doubl e 16 ft x 16ft ■ 7 ftx5 ft 8ft x 6ft 8ft x 8ft 

£ 1441 £ 2799 £ 575 £ 685 £ 745 


Quotations Q Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos Q Base Laying Service Q Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 

BUILDINGS 

















































Parking must be free in town centre Back at Stone 


JUST look what has happened to Dudley Hill. It is short sighted of the council not 
over recent years —shop owners finding to see that free parking would encourage 
it increasingly difficult to provide a viable footfall to the market and shops, increasing 
service because of dwindling numbers of income to local businesses and eventually to 
shoppers. It must be time for free parking the council. 

in Dudley town centre. There is no hope of rejuvenating Dudley 

Millions of pounds are to be spent on a when there is such stiff competition from 
multi-storey car park, which will be empty 10,000 free parking spaces in Merry Hill, 
if parking charges are applied? The council charging for spaces makes no 

Good fresh foods are available on the sense at all when Dudley is trying to re-es- 
market, which are cheap and important in tablish itself as a popular market town, 
a healthy diet. These will be neglected as C JONES 
customers opt for free car parking in Merry Tividale 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reser 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chron 
@expressandstar.co.uk 

tclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


Time to keep dogs 
out of your parks 


Embrace 
advances 
from city 

RE the Greater Black coun¬ 
try/Birmingham and the 
letter from J Wardle. 

Stourbridge is NOT in the 
Black Country for starters, 
neither is Wolverhampton, 
Walsall, West Bromwich, 
Smethwick, Halesowen, etc. 

So how does that make 
the BC, which for argu¬ 
ment’s sake is a two to three 
mile radius of Dudley (from 
Tipton to Gornal down to 
Brierley Hill and across to 
Cradley Heath) bigger than 
a city over 100 square miles? 
Guess you would call some¬ 
body from Luton a Cockney. 

Maybe you should remem¬ 
ber that Birmingham took 
over Aston, Handsworth 
and Sutton Coldfield in the 
past and gave over land to 
create Sandwell, Walsall 
and Solihull. 

Your goodself and the old 
diehards may resist Bir¬ 
mingham’s advances but 
the younger generation, if 
they know what’s good for 
them, must realise that the 
city is the brand. 

BRETT ASHCROFT 
Merrivale Road 
Hurst Green 
Halesowen 


I HAVE noticed over the re¬ 
cent months, that a number 
of people, including myself 
have complained about the 
amount of dog mess round 
our streets. 

I would like to draw at¬ 
tention to one particular 
incident. 

My daughter lives in Al¬ 
bion Street, Wall Heath, 
right next to the park. 

Saturday, March 23 hap¬ 
pened to be a nice, warm 
day, but she could not have 
the doors or windows open 
as the smell of dog excre¬ 
ment coming from the park 
was overpowering. 

It was so powerful we 
thought it was on our shoes 
or clothes. 

Surely this is a health 
hazard to the children play¬ 
ing there, also to the resi¬ 
dents nearby? There must 


be a hundred dog walkers 
visiting this park during the 
day and not everyone both¬ 
ers to clean up after their 
animals, also at the same 
time letting them off the 
leash to run wild. 

I think it’s time we fol¬ 
lowed the example of the 
Canadians and Americans 
and set up special fenced 
off dog walking areas in our 
parks, making the parks 
cleaner so that our children 
could play both in safety and 
free from dog mess. 

Either this or ban dogs 
from public areas alto¬ 
gether. 

And yes, I am an animal 
lover, including dogs. 

T DAVIES 

Dudley 


Square one 

BACK in 2004 Councillor 
Les Jones unveiled the new 
Stone Square ‘public space’ 
which had been created 
at a cost of approximately 
£800k, losing several park¬ 
ing spaces in the process. 

Now, almost exactly ten 
years later, we have Coun¬ 
cillor Khurshid Ahmed pro¬ 
posing that the square be 
altered as part of the £6.7m 
revamp, gaining 10 parking 
spaces in the process. 

I wonder if this is what 
Councillor Jones meant 
when he said the develop¬ 
ment was “just the start of 
fantastic things to come”? 

Successive administra¬ 
tions in Dudley have dra¬ 
matically failed to create the 
conditions for success in our 
shopping centre. I only hope 
that the latest £6.7m spend¬ 
ing is not as catastrophic a 
failure as the Stone Square 
folly. The people of Dudley 
deserve better. 

B ETHERIDGE 

Sedgley 

Get rid of all 
that clutter 

GOOD news to read that 
the new boss of Merry Hill 
used to live in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and remembers what 
Merry Hill was like before it 
started declining. 

As well as Mr Butter- 
worth’s ideas for improving 
catering areas, I hope he will 
go back to the Richardson 
twins’ principles of wide un¬ 
cluttered aisles. They would 
not have allowed it to have 
all the market style stalls, 
and pop ups everywhere. 

Also cars in the centre 
were a rarity rather than 
the norm, and certainly not 
second hand ones. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


FURNITURE IS 
WHAT WE DO 

Re-Upholstery 
Specialists 

10% discount for O.A.P’s 






Occasional Furniture & Made to Measure 
Three Piece Suites 

Large Showroom Now Open to Public 
Open 7 Days A Week 
Rugs 
Sofa’s 

Dining Room 
Occasional Tables 
Display Cabinets 
Made to Measure Pine Specialist 


Chapel Furnishings 


Unit 4, Eagle Trading H77^>Q iC O iC Q ^2 O 
Estate, Stourbridge Road, g g \3 J w 

Halesowen, B63 3UA Also in Blackheath Market 


Plo/~'hri/~^ I i +^1 Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, 
*3101 ixty I— I CL. 1 1 I v-Q I Ltd Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.Starkeyelectrical.CO.uk 0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 0844 561 7244 Office /07967 650567 Mobile 



Follow us on j 


" i r 

£ 9 


V- < • 


ii a 

Starkey 
Electrical Ltd 

Your local, 
energy efficient 
electrician 


• For all your electrical needs in 
your home, garden, driveway 
or office/ retail premises 

• Emergency call outs - 
7- days a week 

• Experienced electricians 
NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive prices/ FREE 
quotations 

• Energy saving LED Lighting 

• Fuse board replacements 

• Rewiring 

• Landlord Certification 

• General electrical maintenance 

• Supply / install of electric roller 
shutter garage doors 

• Electric heating systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder alarms 
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Guests are taken 
back to the 1940s 



Speaker John Mobberley, with registrar Jan 

THE March meeting of the Dudley South 
Ladies Luncheon was particularly enjoya¬ 
ble as chairman Mary Jones welcomed 33 
members to hear speaker John Mobberley. 

He asked “Do you remember when . . ?” 
Following an excellent three-course lunch 
he reminded guests about life in the 1940s 
when the war changed everyone’s lives for¬ 
ever. 

There was free milk for mothers and chil¬ 
dren and penicillin was only available for 
soldiers. Women received an old age pen¬ 
sion and two weeks paid holiday was first 
introduced. 

John showed samples of the meagre ra¬ 
tions and clothing coupons. He wore a daz- 


Burrows, right and treasurer Sandra Chappell 


DUDLEY S LADIES LUNCH CLUB 


zling fairisle pullover originally created to 
use up odd bits of wool. He brought a gas 
mask and stone hot water bottle to help his 
audience enter into the spirit of nostalgia. 

Ann Rogers confirmed two outings, firstly 
to the Blind Institute, including lunch, on 
May 21 and Dudley Zoo with a cream tea on 
June 25. A coach outing will be arranged to 
Touchwood Shopping Centre, Solihull. 

The next luncheon will be at the King¬ 
fisher Hotel, Wall Heath, on Friday, April 
11 at 12.30pm when the speaker will be Ray 
Sturdy on Whitley Court. 


Max keen to tell castle history 


KINGSWINFORD & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Chairman 
presides 
over ACM 


GRANGE’E’ GUILD 


THE AGM of Grange “E’ 
Guild was held at Grange 
Court, Stourbridge on Tues¬ 
day March 4 and was presid¬ 
ed over by chairman Hazel 
Smith. 

All available minutes of 
the 2013 AGM were read, 
approved and signed. The 
chairman, secretary and 
treasurer will serve for the 
next 12 months. Resigna¬ 
tions were received from 
Joan Biddlestone, regis¬ 
trar and hostess Margaret 
Blower. 

These positions will be 
covered temporarily by 
other members until perma¬ 
nent officers can be found. 
The chairman then pre¬ 
sented Joan and Margaret 
with gifts on behalf of the 
guild and thanked them 
both for their loyal service. 

Jill Attwood gave an up 
to date financial report 
and Marlene O’Hanlon re¬ 
minded members that the 
next meeting of the Lunch¬ 
eon Club would be at the 
Whittington Inn on April 
14. 

Members were served a 
fish and chip supper fol¬ 
lowed by tea and coffee. The 
raffle was then drawn and 
prizes were won by Pat Rae, 
Chris Holton and Jean Wil¬ 
liams. 

The sales table for April 
will have an Easter theme. 

The meeting was followed 
on April 1 with the speaker 
giving a talk about Schel- 
lenberg’s African Bakery 
Project. 

New members and guests 
will always receive a warm 
welcome at any of our meet¬ 
ings. For further informa¬ 
tion call secretary Jean 
Williams on 01384 832439. 


AT the March meeting 
members and visitors were 
entertained by Max Kean. 

His subject was Dudley 
Castle and after making an 
entrance in period costume 
he recounted the history of 
the castle and its owners 
through the centuries. 

Starting with a wooden 
structure and rebuilt in 


stone with additions over 
the years. The present re¬ 
mains are mainly those built 
by John Dudley. 

In the 1850s the castle 
and grounds were the scene 
of spectacular entertain¬ 


ments and in 1937 became 
the home to Dudley Zoo. 
The next meeting is on Mon¬ 
day April 7at 7.30pm at the 
community centre, in High 
Street. Ray Sturdy will pres¬ 
ent ‘The Real Dad’s Army’. 



SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 


Midland UPVC 



6 FLAT WINDOWS 
£1 499fitted. conditions apply 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk , ^ r9 T £ T 9 & Door * 

• ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 
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Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 

£375 

Fitted 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



certaT 


ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Express & Star mna media CHRONICLE 





Simply telephone*^ 

M90213li;a5r or email 
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K to receive your discountpA 
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We make sure they get into the RIGHT hands! 










































































Lola at the copa, hottest 
spot north of Halesowen 



Fleur Petford, of Kingswinford, as Lola 

BARRY Manilow’s glamor¬ 
ous musical Copacabana will 
be brought to life on a Black 
Country stage next week. 

Members of Cradley Heath- 
based TAB Operatic Society are 
busy rehearsing for performances 
which will run from April 8 to 12. 
The musical takes place at Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall. 

It tells the story of the romance 
between Tony, played by society 
newcomer Mitchell Bastable ,and 
his showgirl girlfriend Lola, who will 


with Mitchell Bastable as Tony and sh< 

be played by Fleur Petford. Co-stars 
include long-standing TAB member 
Louise Griffin and Grant Chapman, 
while taking to the stage as the villain 
Rico will be John Nicholas and Sarah 
Oliver as his partner Conchita. 

Glittering 

Audrey Henwood, spokeswoman for 
TAB Operatic said: “It’s a very glit¬ 
tering and glamorous show set in the 
1950s. It’s a good light-hearted show 
which will be enjoyed by all.” 

Written by Barry Manilow and 
inspired by his hit song of the same 
name, Copacabana only became avail- 


wgirls Toni Oakley and Beth Henwood 

able to amateur companies and schools 
in 2006. 

Performances will take place at 
7.15pm at the Civic Hall in Bank 
Street and there will be a 2pm mati¬ 
nee on April 12. Tickets cost between 
£10 and £13.50 and are available on 
07722417962. 

Last year, the society performed the 
classic Hollywood musical High Soci¬ 
ety. 

Members rehearse on Friday nights 
at Dudley Wood Methodist Church. 

For more information visit the com¬ 
pany’s website at www.taboperatic. 
com 


• New boiler 
installations 

% Full central 
heating systems 

• Boiler repairs 

• General plumbing 

• Bathrooms 
9 All gas work 

covered 


www.intergasheating.co.uk 

Intergas platinum 
installer 5 year 
guarantee 

Only four 
moving parts 



MAGNETIC 
SYSTEM FILTER 

nZSiTGi) 

with every 
Intergas Boiler 
Must End Soon! 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


umbtog A Heating Solutions 


Fun at the farm this Easter 
at New Square 


16th & 17th ApriL 11am - 3pm 

Come to New Square this Easter 
and meet the adorable animals 
at our mini farm. 


Children can enjoy a range of farmyard 
favourites including pygmy goats, 
lambs, pigs, rabbits and chickens. 

There will also be a miniature pony 
and alpaca, so make sure you don't 
miss out on all the fun. 




newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 0121 647 7040 


PR I MARK nexc PREZZO RIVER ISLAND 

JfSCO (®) Nandos OUTFIT ODEON 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £75.00 plus VATJ I 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. * 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and GuardiaushiWTrusts 

Members of the Sociefii 



GO: 


WWW.SSW 


pci W l Ltd 

illsmidlands.co.uk 




Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 


\ 

<3 
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WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
IDEAL FOR WEDDING GIFTS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


a,~- 


^ 01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 



All garden maintenance 1 ! 
friendly reliable company 

Mowing 

General Maintenace 
Garden Clearences 
Bushes & Hedges Pruned 




HJ COOPER 

n 



For all your Timber, DIY & Decking Materials 

• Decking • Sleepers • Timber/K/D/Par 
► Dados • Skirting • Architraves • MDF • OSB • Chipboard 

• White Hard Board • Pine Board • Pin Board 

• Plywood Int/Ext • Mouldings • Doors • Worktops 

• Fencing • Sheet Materials • Frames • Paints 

• Roofina • Stair Materials 



LOGS AND SMOKELESS FUEL 

TRADE &PUBUC CALL 

01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service 

Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate, Farthings Lane, Dudley DY2 8UB 
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One of the photographs on show, with members from 1939 featured Delight for Bill Shuker, left, after spotting an old friend Bloomfield Road Youth Club reunion at Brook Street Community Centre in Tipton 



Footballers, with Sam Craddick, front row, second left 



A picture of members of the youth club from the 1980s 


Happy reunion brings 
back the joys of youth 


MEMORIES of water 
fights, late night camp¬ 
ing trips and footballing 
triumphs were relived 
as former members of a 
long-running youth club 
met up for a reunion. 

Laughter filled Brook Street 
Community Centre in Tipton 
as Bloomfield Road Youth Club 
memories were recalled. 

Dating back to 1925, the club’s 
old premises were demolished in 
1978 but it did continue in partner¬ 
ship with Tipton Green Methodist 
Church until 1986 before disband¬ 
ing. 

During its heyday the club was 
the main place for youngsters of 
the town to meet up, and take part 
in activities included games, an¬ 
nual camping trips to Earlswood in 
Warwickshire, bonfires and sports 
days. 

Samuel Caddick, a retired tool- 
maker at Triplex now aged 82, was 
the oldest member of the former 
club to attend the event, which for 


MEMORY LANE 

By Alex Homer 


him triggered thoughts of the days 
when he played inside right for the 
club’s football team in the West 
Bromwich Amateur League. 

The grandfather-of-four, who 
now lives in Coseley, joined the 
football team in 1953 and played 
until 1956. In his first season, the 
club finished runners-up in the 
league and he also remembered 
one campaign which saw the team 
through to the semi-finals of a 
knockout cup. 

Mr Caddick went on to referee 
from 1958 in the West Bromwich 
Amateur League and Wolver¬ 
hampton Works League, before 
graduating to the Worcestershire 
Combination and West Midlands 
leagues. 

Of his time at Bloomfield, he 
said: “We had some pretty good 
players I remember. Our outstand¬ 
ing player was Reg Pulley who 


played inside left. I was hoping to 
see him but I haven’t spoken to 
him for years. I know two or three 
of the team have passed away, 
which is a great shame.” 

Old films of some of the club’s 
milestone events and anniversaries 
were played, as cine footage from 
1963-1986 had been converted into 
DVDs. Children could be seen try¬ 
ing to flip pancakes in old photo¬ 
graphs, while others captured old 
sports teams and bonfires. 

Roger Hill, the former boys 
club leader, and a retired former 
owner of CBS a Dudley architec¬ 
tural ironmongery company, went 
through the boys club and youth 
club himself before becoming one 
of its leaders. 

The 66-year-old, who lives 
in Mansion Close, Dudley, said 
around 145 former members, 
spanning four generations, had 
attended the reunion. He added: 
“For me, my favourite memory is 
just the comradeship. The club’s 
motto was loyalty and service and 
I think that’s really shown in the 
number of people who came.” 





Linda Greaves and Jackie Whitehouse with an old photograph 



A CUTTING-EDGE development to help resolve the 
stability problems faced by thousands of denture 
wearers is being offered by the Denture Clinic. 

Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC108353, who 
heads the teams at his North Street practice in Dudley, 
and other clinics across the region, says the invention 
has the potential to resolve all-too-common denture 
stability issues. 

Prosthetics are held in place by tiny valve-operated 
suction devices which are built into the prescription. A 
clever diaphragm principle, triggered by bite pressure 
on patients’ gums, creates a ‘sucking’ vacuum between 
the soft-tissue mouth lining and the prosthetic. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from as far as 
Spain, the Isle of Skye and the Isle of Anglesey, adds: 
“The denture revolution is evolving at a frightening pace. 

“In recent times we have seen, what I can describe 
only as strident steps forward, with implant-retained 
over-dentures, ‘teeth-in-a-day’ implant procedures and 
suction solution dentures, all coming into main-stream 
dentistry. 

“We also have clever injection moulding technology 
which allows excellent fitting outcomes and our clinical 
solutions have never been so appealing. 

“Implant dentistry as a resolve for stabilisation issues 


The Ultra Suction system is available for both top and 
lower dentures, enables the construction of a plateless 
top denture and can be successfully used in reline work 

is not suitable for everyone, neither is it all patients’ first 
preference, but the Ultra Suction prosthetics offer yet 
another possibility. 

“The beauty of this affordable technology is that it can 
deliver for the right patient excellent denture retainer 


qualities without the invasive clinical procedures 
required for implant work. We have always endeavoured 
to be on the very cusp of clinical development and this 
is another ‘tool ‘in our commitment to ever-try to deliver 
results which are greater than patient expectations. 

“Lower dentures can often be troublesome as stability is 
compromised by shrinking gums and bone erosion - it’s 
all part of the ageing process. Ill-fitting dentures create 
painful friction problems on gums and not least, be a 
source of compromised chewing and embarrassment.” 

Reduction 

Steven adds: “The device can be mounted on upper 
or lower teeth and because of its efficiency allows us 
to consider a reduction in the size of the acrylic ‘plate’ 
which can result in improved speech and taste.” 

Typically, Denture Clinic patients will be assigned 
more than three-and-a-half clinical hours surgery time 
in achieving the best possible outcome. 

Dentures have traditionally never been associated 
with cosmetic makeovers, “but our high-quality 
prosthetics have quite literally taken years off some 
of our patients,” says Steven. “Can dentures look 
glamorous? Emphatically, yes - we have taken years off 
the appearance of some of our patients.” 


Gompleteidentures. Partial dentures <> G.opty denturesi Jm plant = retained>dentur L es> Same,-day repair's . Belinesi S,oft linings. 


she recalls. Recently she was fitted with implant-retained dentures, 
inspired by a newspaper article on Steven Burchell’s work at the 
Denture Clinic. 

She says: “You don’t realise how having bad teeth can affect 
you until you have treatment like this and you get the confidence 
back. The whole shape of my mouth has changed. I could not have 
wished for better treatment. My care was first class and Steven 
has become like family to us.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 

WILLENHALL’S Ann Skitt retrieves her bike from the garage, deftly 
fixes a slipped chain, and is ready “to go anywhere.” 

A young-at-heart 75-year-old, she oozes charisma and charm, 
still goes to the gym “when she needs to shed a few pounds” and is 
the life and soul of the party at her local Young At Heart Club where 
she is a volunteer worker. 

It’s hard to imagine that his retired assembly worker could ever 
be knocked back. But failing teeth “became an embarrassment,” 


For appointments at all clinics call The Denture Clinic 

AOAA AAOC4AC 5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


Other clinics located at: 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


Offroad Wheelchair Level 

Parking Friendly Access 


Wolverhampton, Bearwood & Kidderminster 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 


Qenture 

•Clinic 










































Pastor hopeful his wife 
will be allowed to return 



Robert and Adna Cooper from Pensnett pictured in happier times 


A CHURCH pastor says he is 
hopeful of overturning a de¬ 
cision to refuse his wife of 14 
years residence in the UK. 

But he is already counting up 
the £5,000 cost of the ordeal. 

Robert Cooper is appealing against 
the Home Office’s rejection of a UK 
entry clearance as a spouse for his 
Brazilian wife Adna. The 39-year-old, 
who lives in Pensnett, appeared as a 
witness at an asylum and immigration 
tribunal in Birmingham last week. 

Homeland 

Adna’s application was made last 
April as the couple looked to move 
back to UK following a nine-year spell 
in her homeland. But Adna, aged 35, 
was refused, partly because Robert 
could not prove he earned more than 
£18,600 a year in his new job — a re¬ 
quirement only recently introduced. 

The refusal was despite the couple’s 
marriage in Kingswinford and a three- 
year period when both worked full¬ 
time in the Black Country before the 
move to Brazil. 

Mr Cooper, who works for the Re¬ 
newal Presbyterian Church based in 
London, said: “The case came down 
to two issues — will the judge accept 
accountant receipts offered instead of 
payslips supporting my income and if 
the decision impacts my human rights. 
We are talking about a wife of 14 years 
here.” 

Robert is unable to supply payslips 
up to six months old because his 
church was run from Brazil until Oc¬ 
tober, when it became a UK-based lim¬ 
ited company. Robert can only show 
receipts in a bid to prove he earns 
more than the required amount. 

Robert said: “Taking everything 
which has happened so far, it has cost 
me about £5,000. If we fail, we will be 
reapplying with the six payslips I will 
have by then. That is more money. It 


is providing more of a strain on us.” 

Robert faces an anxious wait to dis¬ 
cover the outcome of his appeal hear¬ 
ing, which lasted an hour. 

He expects to receive a decision this 
month but maybe forced to wait an¬ 
other 28 days as the Home Office will 
be given a right to appeal. It another 


episode in a year-and-a-half ordeal for 
the couple, who met 14 years ago while 
Robert was on a Christian mission in 
Sao Paulo. 

They married at Kingswinford 
Christian Centre six months later and 
settled in Pensnett for three years be¬ 
fore returning to Brazil for nine years. 


#HNVISI 


ritiif trp^i rirNMil 


Tel: 01562 888 158 

www.invisihair.co.uk 

Inu up s n 14) 0 OC^nt 


CONCERNED ABOUT MALE / FEMALE 

HAIR LOSS? 

New clients 50% discount! We are here to help! 


One of the worlds most advanced Non-Surgical Hollyood Hair Systems 


Invisi Skin 


Unctetectabl* Batpofca Hair Inlagratkxi 
for active living swim, go to the gym etc 


Wo can givo you a FULL HEAD of luscious original human hairl 



We Offer: 

• Hollywood Hair Systems • Clinical Hair Laser Therapy 

• Hair Regrowth Treatments • Hair Thickening Programmes 


CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Invtsi Hair 

Tel: 01562 888 158 

123 Worcester Road 

Hagley, Birmingham 

www.invisihair.co.uk 

DY9 ONG 

info@invisihair.co.uk 
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And all because the Lady 
loves Electrical Goods... 


r 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 


m 


FRIDGE FREEZERS WASHING MACHINES 

FROM £149 FROM £139 


DISHWASHERS 

FROM £179 


EMM 

cm? 

He@ tenor 


REFRIGERATI0N1SALEIN0WJ 0NI 

Dryers from £99 A } l J r e z s 
» Vacuums from £ 3 §) Ml 
Spinners from, £g§) Wfaww 

y - Friday 8.30am - 4.45pm • Saturday 9am - 4pm 




A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

wot 14 Hagley Road, Halesowen rz 

West Midlands B63 4RG L - 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 • Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


5 / 


Cooking and serving the finest Bangladeshi and Indian cuisine for over 38 years 

CELEBRATIN Q 40 YEARS SERVING? 
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 


Call to secure your table 
for the weekend now 




New menu 

Fully licenced 

Delivery service available 


FREE home delivery service on orders over 
£13.00 within a 2 mile radius 

HOME DELIVERY HOURS 
5.30pm - 10.30pm only 

OPENING TIMES 

Sunday - Thursday 5.30pm to 11.00pm Friday 
Saturday 5.30pm to midnight 

0121 550 4317 0121 550 7667 

192 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RR 
www.ameena.com 
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FOCUS 


NORFOLK HOUSE 
SCHOOL 

4 Norfolk Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B15 3PS 

Tel: 0121 454 7021 

Email: info@norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 

www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 

'T 


NORFOLK HOUSE 
NURSERY 

3 Norfolk Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B15 3PS 

Tel: 0121 452 1485 

Email: enquiries@norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 

www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 



OPEN 

EVENT 

Saturday 
May 17th 
10.00 am - 
1.00 pm 




Norfolk House School is an independent school 
for children aged between 3 and 11 years 


Successful and 
happy together 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


AT Manor Way Primary School, 
staff and governors work together 
as a team. 

They ensure all pupils have opportu¬ 
nities to develop into lifelong learners 
and achieve their individual potential. 
In our school everyone is valued. 

We are recognised for having a car¬ 
ing nature and families play an impor¬ 
tant part in the life of our school. Par¬ 
ents and carers are always welcome. 
We value their partnership. We believe 
they feel able to share their aspirations 
and concerns with us. 

The children have the opportuni¬ 
ty to take part in a variety of curricu¬ 
lum activities which include amongst 
other things; a wide range of sports, 
music provision, Forest School and 
after-school activities. We believe that 
by offering a variety of activities to our 
pupils, we are able to enrich their lives 
both in and out of school. 

Fortunate 

We have before and after school 
activity clubs and a holiday club. We 
are fortunate to have an excellent 
pre-school and our links with them 
are strong. Those children have many 
opportunities to join us for some activ¬ 
ities and a large number feed into our 
reception class. 

When pupils leave for high school, 
we have excellent links with the re¬ 
ceiving schools. High schools regularly 
comment on the good standards and 
behaviour of past Manor Way pupils. 

Our new website has enabled us to 
forge even greater links with the com¬ 
munity. Look at it and see how “Happy 
and Successful we are together.” www. 
manorway.net 



Fun time learning whether it is with maths, above, or music, below 



TbV 4 



JOW Prmary Schoo 


We would be delighted to 
welcome you to visit our 
friendly, family school! 


Our aim at Temple Meadow Primary School is to raise standards for all of 
our children while at the same time keeping them safe, providing fun and 
enjoyment and linking real life experiences to learning. 

We have a dedicated teaching and support team who are highly skilled 
to meet diverse learner needs. 


Temple Meadow Primary School, Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath B64 6RH 
Tel: 01384 569021 



School 


Tenterfields Primary School 
Excellent Early Vears Pepartment gets 
the children off to a flying start 
Nurturing & Caring for our children 
Terrific After School Clubs Including Martial 
Arts, Football, And Pottery! 

Engaged, Motivated, Happy Children 
Rights Respecting School 
Friendly Supportive Staff 
Irrestistible Learning! 

Enjoying Forest Schools Initiative 
Loads of Fun! Fantastic Trips, Fundraising 
& Fabulous PTFA! 

Do you need before & after school child care? 

- We can provide it! 

Super family atmosphere & very 
supportive Governors 


Ofsted 

October 2012 

"This is a good school, 
pupils make good progress 
and standards are rising" 



If you would like to book an appointment to look round our wonderful school, 
please contact Keith Butler, Headteacher, on 01384 818560 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Further details on our school website www.tenterfieldsprimary.co.uk 



Manor Way Primary 
School is a small 
school with delightful 
children and a very 
hard working team of 
staff and governors. 

Our curriculum is lively 
and engaging. We offer 
a range of exciting 
experiences and 
* . opportunities, including 
j Forest School provision. 

Links with parents and carers are very important to us and children's opinions matter too. 

Everyone at Manor Way is committed to ensuring that each child fulfils their potential in a safe, 
caring environment. 

Please contact the school to arrange a visit, 
we look forward to seeing you! 


Manor Way Primary 
Brier Mill Road 
Halesowen, B63 3HA. 

Tel: 01384 818895 
Headteacher: Mrs Dawn Betteridge 


Happy & Successful 
Together 













































making your home 






sale £499 


Relaxed living... over 50% off! 

Large reclining motion bonded leather sofa. 

Was £1099 Save £600 



Comfortable living... over 60% off! 

Modern large sofa in brown bonded leather. 

Was £999 Save £600 



Ji' * 

sale £399 

Contemporary dining... 50% off! 

Warm walnut effect dining table & 4 chairs. 

Was £799 Save £400 





William & Sons... 

Merry Hill’s largest furniture superstore! 

With over 35,000 sq ft of floor space, spread over two 
huge floors, our showroom has over 200 individual room 
displays of lounge, dining, bedroom, beds and occasional 
furniture, helping you to create a stylish & affordable home! 




km/ 


Alstons •bandi 


lHIH ELANO* 


Harrison 


■ HTL 


©M LLIAM&SONS 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY5 1UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Typical 0% APR 


Myofc os!|f rauch 


W**"* res WADE 



OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 


* Interest free credit offer available on all balances over £500 excluding clearance items. Subject to status. Written details on request. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise terms & conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE 


We’ll not be 
beaten on Price! 
That’s our promise 
to you! 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Advice at hand for 
election hopefuls 

AN ADVICE session for 
would-be candidates hop¬ 
ing to stand in the forth¬ 
coming local elections is 
being held today (Thurs¬ 
day) by Sandwell Council. 

Nominations for candi¬ 
dates to stand for Sandwell 
Council starts on Tuesday, 
April 8, the day after the 
public notice advertising 
the election is published. 

Briefing 

Anyone considering 
standing is invited to at¬ 
tend a briefing session 
about the election process 
which is being held today 
at the Sandwell Council 
House from 12.30pm. 

Would-be candidates can 
collect their nomination 
packs from the session. 

The deadline for nomi¬ 
nations is April 24. 

Bullying off for a 
very good cause 

A CHARITY hockey match 
is taking place between 
Wednesbury Hockey Club 
1st team and 2nd team to 
raise money for Macmillan 
Nurses on Saturday. 

The match is in memory 
of local lad Dean Taylor, 
from Friar Park, Wednes¬ 
bury, who lost his battle to 
cancer at the age of 27. 

The team’s fees will be 
donated to the charity and 
Willenhall Academy have 
donated the pitch for free. 

Tea and coffee will be 
sold and there will be a 
bucket available for fur¬ 
ther donations. Wednes¬ 
bury Sports Union will be 
putting on a curry night 
that evening, courtesy of 
player Jimmy Singh. 


Ten years going straight 
ends with thief back in jail 


A PROLIFIC thief has been jailed for 20 
months after watching a couple leave their 
home and burgling it before they returned an 
hour later. 

Timothy Pearson, who had 11 previous convictions in¬ 
volving 29 separate offences, struck in Blakedown Road, 
Halesowen on February 26, Wolverhampton Crown Court 


heard . 

The 41-year-old entered a 
greenhouse and used sheers 
and cutters found inside 
to smash his way into the 
house, said Mr Philip Beard- 
well, prosecuting. 

Pearson broke the con¬ 
servatory window and es¬ 
caped with a TV and DVD 
player but did not get far 
before arousing suspicion. 

A passer-by saw a man 
walking down the Hagley 
Road with something hid¬ 
den under his coat and de¬ 
cided to tail him, explained 
Mr Beardwell. Police were 
alerted after Pearson disap¬ 
peared into a nearby estate 
but officers did not manage 
to track him down until 
after he had found a buyer 
for the stolen items. 

Mr Beardwell continued: 
“He said the TV and DVD 
worth £120 had been sold to 
a man he would not identify 
to fund his drug habit.” 

Mr Rupert Jones, de¬ 
fending, said: “He has an 
extremely poor criminal 
record but he had gone 
straight for ten years as a 
result of help given to him 
by the probation service. 
Then in November of last 
year he relapsed back into 


| by Simon Stone 

drug use and reoffending. 
This burglary was commit¬ 
ted on impulse.” 

Pearson, of Snowdon 
Grove, Halesowen, was also 
caught shoplifting on No¬ 
vember 6 and given a 12 
month community sentence 
that he broke the terms of 
by committing a similar 
crime on February 18. Then 
came the burglary, which 
was the third time he had 
been convicted of this type 
of offence, meaning he faced 
the prospect of a minimum 
three year jail term unless 
there were exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Recorder David Crigman 
QC ruled that the decade 
Pearson had remained of¬ 
fence free before returning 
to crime allowed him to im¬ 
pose a lesser sentence. 

He explained: “You had 
previously had jail sen¬ 
tences of four and two and 
half years for earlier burgla¬ 
ries but these were ten and 
14 years ago. This time lag 
allows me to take an excep¬ 
tional course. You had been 
offence free for almost ten 
years.” 



Tommy Mundon celebrating his 80th birthday with his grandchildren, from left, William, Lucy and Daniel Hickman 


HE has entertained many a Black 
Country mon with his tales of life 
in this proud corner of the country. 
From the Black Country club circuit 
to performing in front of thousands at 
the Symphony Hah, Tommy Mundon 
could always make them laugh. 

The popular comedian still kept 
his family smiling as he recently cel¬ 
ebrated his 80th birthday surrounded 
by his nearest and dearest. The comic 
said the ‘phone hadn’t stopped ring¬ 
ing’ as friends and fans got in touch to 
wish him well. 


Tommy, who lives in Alexandra 
Road, Halesowen, was forced to quit 
the Black Country Night Out circuit 
in 2012 after being struck with Par¬ 
kinson’s Disease. 

Instead of presents the much-loved 
performer asked family and friends 
to instead make donations to Stour¬ 
bridge’s Mary Stevens Hospice. He 
visits the hospice’s day centre during 
the week to give his wife, Val, a break 
from caring for him. 

But while he is no longer gigging, 
Tommy still manages to make his le¬ 


gion of fans smile. “I was getting out 
the ambulance recently and someone 
came up to me. He said that over the 
years at my shows I had given him a 
lot of pleasure,” he said. “It is won¬ 
derful to hear that — to know I have 
made a contribution.” 

Tommy celebrated part of his birth¬ 
day, on Monday at the hospice be¬ 
fore returning home for a family tea. 
He was joined in the celebration by 
daughter Caroline, son-in-law Aaron 
and grandchildren Daniel, nine, Lucy, 
seven, and William, one. 


Plans for 
over 500 
homes in 
the area 

A HOUSEBUILDER has 
announced multi-million 
plans to build more than 
500 homes in the Black 
Country. 

Mar City, whose sales are 
being helped by the Govern¬ 
ment’s Help to Buy scheme, 
has bought sites in West 
Bromwich, Smethwick and 
Coseley which it plans to 
transform. 

It wants to put 250 fam¬ 
ily homes on the site at 
Hall Green Road, West 
Bromwich. The Birming¬ 
ham-based firm has also 
lined up 150 properties at 
Darkhouse Lane, Coseley, 
and 143 at Cranford Street, 
Smethwick. A11 three sites 
were previously industrial. 
The firm has signed con¬ 
tracts for the sites. 

The deputy leader of 
Sandwell Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Mahboob Hussain, 
who has responsibility for 
housing, said: “These new 
developments are good 
news, especially that they 
are building family homes 
rather than just apart¬ 
ments.” 

Councillor Hussain said 
that affordable homes would 
be part of the two large 
scale developments in the 
Sandwell borough. 

He said that the devel¬ 
opment in West Bromwich 
took in land that had been 
sold by the council for devel¬ 
opment for housing. 

“I welcome any new hous¬ 
ing being delivered to meet 
the local housing shortage. 
There are now hundreds 
of new houses being built 
across Sandwell,” he added. 



GET 

CUSTOMERS 

MOVING 


ADVERTISE 

Advertisements in local newspapers and 
websites are the most popular way of 
keeping an eye on the property market 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


Charleston, 
Savannah 

and the Blue Ridge 
Mountains 

Resonating with all the colourful sights, sounds and 
unique atmosphere of the South, this marvellous tour 
takes in two of America’s most likeable cities, with their 
mansions and magnolias, and also includes Virginia’s 
breathtaking Blue Ridge Mountains, historic Richmond 
and Washington’s seat of power. 

This holiday begins in Richmond, Virginia for an overnight 
stay before travelling first through North then South 
Carolina to the beautiful city of Charleston. 

Discover and explore the magical city with its beautiful 
riverside setting, renovated Waterfront Park and exquisite 
historic district of fine houses. 

Then it’s on to Savannah. See magnolia-shaded squares 
and historic cotton warehouses and its ineviatable 
association with the slave trade and Civil War. 

Journey north through rolling, rural landscape 
dotted with working towns and tobacco plantations, to 
overnight in the historic twin town of Winston-Salem. 

This holiday includes a tour into Virginia’s fabled Blue 
Ridge Mountains - where the scenery is stunning, along 
with it’s natural habitat. 

In Washington DC, the White House, Lincoln 
Memorial, the Capitol and the government buildings on 
‘the Hill’ are amongst the memorable sights of the world’s 
i most powerful square mile. 


FROM £1,049* 

Nine days departing September and October 

Price includes 

• Return flights 

• Seven nights accommodation on a room-only basis 

• Scenic full day drive including Blue Ridge Mountain, 
Shenandoah National Park and Charlottesville 

• Visit to Washington DC 

• Visit to Charleston 

• Full day in historic Savannah 

• Services of a tour manager in the USA and Canada 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

*Varies according to departure date - please go to website 
for the latest availability and prices 

Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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r Ollfl 559 

0353 

Uppity Green 
[Rowley Regis 
B65 9M 


Weekend 9 holes 
start from Adults 
£6 OAP’s & Juniors 
start from £4.50 
Monday-Thursday 
9 holes from £4.50 


20 FLOODLIT BAYS TOTALLY 
REFURBISHED WITH 
POWER TEE 

£2.50 FOR 50 BALLS 

£5.00 FOR 100 BALLS 

£7.50 FOR 150 BALLS 

LOYALTY CARD 10 VENDS 
WORTH £25 FOR £20 
SAVE £5 
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Have you lost 
money on your 
investment? 



Was it sold to you by Barclays, Halifax, HSBC, Lloyds, RBS, 
NatWest, Santander or any other bank or financial adviser? 


Investments such as ISA's, Unit Trusts and Investment Bonds can be very risky. 

If you've lost money and the risks were not properly explained, you could 
be due thousands in compensation even if you no longer have the investment. 

Call our Claims Experts for a FREE assessment to see how much you may be owed. 


Call now for a FREE assessment 

0121 667 3167 

/A' mis-soldinvestments 

www.mis-soldinvestments.co.uk because your money matters 


EXPERT CLAIMS ADVISERS • SIMPLE HASSLE FREE PROCESS • SECURE • FAST • NO WIN NO FEE 









New outdoor gym is a 


national first for hospital 


No contradiction 
for Paloma city dates 



Paloma Faith— concerts at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
and at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall in November 


POP star Paloma Faith is returning to her favourite West 
Midlands venue, Wolverhampton Civic Hall, as part of her 
autumn/winter tour. 

When the London singer performs in the city on Satur¬ 
day, November 22, it will mark the third time she has been 
in concert at the North Street venue. 

She is currently in the top ten with her third album, A 
Perfect Contradiction, and next month releases her latest 
single, the ballad Only Love Can Hurt Like This. 

Symphony 

Tickets for her Civic Hall gig range from £30.25 to £38.50 
and go on sale tomorrow (Friday) from 9am. 

Call Midland Box Office 0870 320 7000 or online at the 
www.wolvescivic.co.uk website. 

Paloma will also be visiting Birmingham, for a concert at 
the Symphony Hall on Monday, November 10. See www. 
thsh.co.uk or call 0121 345 0600 for ticket information. 


Ten week wait 


but level crossing 
finally open again 


A LEVEL crossing in Crad- 
ley Heath has finally opened 
after a ten week wait. 

Engineers from Network 
Rail have finished work at 
the barrier next to Cradley 
Heath Train Station that 
was damaged when a van 
smashed into it in January. 

Its re-opening has been 
welcomed by parents and 
disabled residents who rely 
on the crossing to get from 
one side of the station to 
another. 

For the last two months 
they have had to travel on 
to other destinations and 
get a return journey just to 
get their final destination. 

Posters had been placed 
around the station during 
the closure urging wheel¬ 


chair users to: “Travel 
through Stourbridge Junc¬ 
tion and return to Cradley 
Heath on the next train” in 
order to get off at the sta¬ 
tion. 

Labour’s Parliamentary 
Candidate for Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis, Steph¬ 
anie Peacock, has been cam¬ 
paigning for the crossing to 
be re-opened. She said: “I 
am pleased Network Rail 
bosses in London have fi¬ 
nally listened. People in 
Cradley Heath have waited 
too long, but at least the 
matter is now resolved.” 

Network rail had hoped 
work on the barriers would 
take a week, but it was de¬ 
layed due to problems get¬ 
ting the necessary parts. 


AN OUTDOOR gym will be 
built at Dudley’s Russells Hall 
Hospital in a national first as 
officials aim to beat obesity 
and help boost the health of 
heart patients. 

Patients, visitors and staff at 
will be able to use equipment 
when it is officially opened next 
month. 

Seven outdoor gyms have already 
been installed around the borough in 
a bid to improve residents’ health. 

Treadmills 


Report by Andrew Turton 


This is thought to be the first time 
that such a gym has been created at a 
hospital, thanks to a link up between 
health bosses and council officials. 

Equipment such as outdoor tread¬ 
mills and bikes are being fitted this 
week near to the Action Heart Centre 
at the hospital, off High Street, Pens- 


nett.The gym will be targeted for use 
by people with heart conditions and 
people referred through Dudley’s ex¬ 
ercise programme. 

These rehabilitation services and re¬ 
ferral programmes are run by the Ac¬ 
tion Heart charity on behalf of Dudley 
Council’s Office of Public Health. 

The new facility will be made avail¬ 
able to everyone to encourage as many 
people as possible to enjoy a healthier 
lifestyle and lose weight. 

Dudley Council’s public health boss, 
Councillor Stuart Turner, said: “In 
Dudley we have a long track record of 
providing a nationally recognised car¬ 
diac rehabilitation service and exercise 
referral programme. 

“This new outdoor equipment will 
be primarily used to support this work 
but the equipment will also be availa¬ 
ble to visitors and other patients. 

“We hope it will help raise the pro¬ 


file further of all of the outdoor gyms.” 

Chief executive at the Dudley Group 
NHS Foundation Trust Paula Clark 
added: “The idea behind having the 
gym at the hospital is that the service 
users get trained to use it so that they 
are confident to carry on using the 
ones in the community settings.” 

Obese 

Officials at Dudley Council have re¬ 
cently also revealed plans to cut waist¬ 
lines after it emerged thatl5,000 local 
young people were deemed overweight 
last year. 

Figures suggest that one in five of 
people in Dudley are obese. 

That led to council officials propos¬ 
ing radical new planning guidelines 
across the borough with fast food out¬ 
lets no longer allowed to open within 
400 metres of school gates. 


Two dishonest 
police officers 
jailed for theft 


TWO West Midlands Police 
officers have been jailed for 
theft after being caught in 
a sting operation by their 
own force. 

Pc Mark Davis and Pc 
Neil Samuels were told to 
search an Oldbury home 
for stolen property and 
while there stole 800 cig¬ 
arettes and £20 in cash. 
But the Sandwell-based re¬ 
sponse officers were under 
surveillance by colleagues. 

They were arrested and 
charged with one count 
each of theft. At Birming¬ 
ham Magistrates’ Court 
Davis, aged 31, of Clent 
Road, Oldbury, and Samu¬ 
els, aged 33, of Croft Lane, 
Wolverhampton, were both 
jailed for 20 weeks. 

The court heard that 
after leaving the house, on 
July 24, the officers then 
went back to the police 


station where they falsified 
records of the search and 
witness statements. 

District Judge David 
Robinson told them: 
“These are serious offences 
involved a high level of 
breach of trust. The impact 
of offences such as this on 
public confidence is high.” 

“You did all of this be¬ 
lieving or knowing that 
this would impede a criti¬ 
cal investigation, with all 
of the consequences that 
might have had for the in¬ 
dividual you believed to be 
in custody and justice.” 

Earlier defending solici¬ 
tor Mr Mark Kelly told the 
court that the two had ‘ex¬ 
hibited genuine remorse’. 

He said: “It was not pre¬ 
meditated, it was stupid, 
it does not appear to have 
been of any significant 
commercial gain.” 


SHOWROOM CLEARANCE 


WE OFFER UP TO £1000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

III UU HU _. 



3 SEATER SOFAS 

FROM £399 

4 

F 

IFT O'' DIVAI 

ROM £19! 

V 

1 

We Have One 01 Hie Largest Selections Of 
Manual And Electric Rise & Rediner Chairs 

ODD DASES & MATRESSES 
TO CLEAR “ £69 


Also bespoke furniture made to order, any size 
Expert friendly advice on all products 



LARGE SELECTION 
OF RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS WITH 
MATCHING SOFAS 



DINING 

TABLE 

AND CHAIRS 
FROM 

£399 


LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 

FROM 

£395 



dreamworld 

-furniture- 


kingswinford 

It’s a name you can trust. 

A family business, for over 30 years. 


FREE HOME DELIVERY AND 
FREE REMOVAL OF EXISTING FURNITURE 


THREE PIECE SUITES • CHAIRS • BEDS 
• CARPETS • DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm Sun 10.30 am-4.30 pm 

srag 
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reclineworld 


Large free I 
car park I 




VISA 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 3, 2014 

























































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 3, 2014 


18 


Local 

Weekly 

Newspapers 


With You 

All The Way f 

w 




D localweeklies & @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynewspapers.co.uk 



Dexys cover star attends 
launch of book on the band 


THE man captured on the iconic 
artwork for Dexys Midnight Run¬ 
ners’ debut album joined super fan 
Neil Warburton as he launched his 
new book on the group. 

Anthony O’Shaughnessy was pic¬ 
tured as a boy alongside families 
who were asked to leave their Bel¬ 
fast homes during the Troubles in 
1971. 

The photograph captured the im¬ 
pact of the city’s strife on families, 
with the 13-year-old carrying all his 
belongings in a small suitcase and 
bag. 

Dexys frontman Kevin Rowland 
would later choose it as the image 
fronting Searching for the Young 
Soul Rebels in 1980. 

Former Post Office worker Mr 


O’Shaughnessy later had the chance 
to meet the band when they played 
the Ulster Hall in Belfast. He had 
seem a six-foot-tall cardboard cut 
out of himself advertising the gig 
and told a woman in the ticket office 
his link to the album artwork. He 
was later invited backstage and has 
since met the band several times. 

Mr O’Shaughnessy was alongside 
Mr Warburton signing copies of 
the latter’s book on the group, in¬ 
spired by his friendship with Kevin 
Rowland, as they both used to live 
on Apollo Road in Oldbury. It was 
where the singer lived when the 
band topped the charts with Geno. 

The book is a compilation of Mr 
Warburton’s fanzine Keep On Run¬ 
ning. 



Anthony O’Shaughnessy, left, and Neil Warburton at the Dexys book launch in Oldbury 


Treasured items 
stolen in burglary 

A GOLD wedding ring, a retirement bracelet watch and 
an RAF cap are among the sentimental items stolen in a 
burglary on an elderly couple’s home 

Thieves made off with the items when they broke 
through a conservatory window into the house in Hun- 
nington, near Halesowen, on Friday afternoon. 

Items stolen included a gold bracelet watch which had 
been a retirement gift from Oldbury firm Accles and Pol¬ 
lock, inscribed with the company name and the years 
1945 to 1970. Also stolen was an RAF cap with badges on 
it and a nap sack with an RAF number on it. 

A Packard Bell laptop, TomTom sat-nav, gold and 
diamond solitaire engagement ring, a gold band wed¬ 
ding ring, and a pair of cufflinks with two small Spit¬ 
fire planes and the RAF logp were also taken. Detective 
Constable Vicky Collier said: “The victims are elderly 
and very distressed at the loss of items which are irre¬ 
placeable.” 

Police are appealing for information on 0300 333 3000. 
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Film star 
is to play 
the blues 
at Bilston 

ACTION movie star Steven Seagal is bringing 
his blues band to Bilston for two concerts in 
the summer. 

The American actor, who has made more than 40 
films since his debut in 1988, is a bona fide blues 
musician and his band will include Big Bill Morgan- 
field, son of blues legend Muddy Waters. 


The star of Under Siege, 
On Deadly Ground and Ma¬ 
chete will be performing at 
the Robin 2 on Monday and 
Tuesday, July 21 and 22. 

Robin boss Mike Hamblett 
said: “We hosted three sen¬ 
sational sold out shows with 
Steven Seagal back in 2008. 

“It is obviously fantastic 


| By Leon Burakowski 

in advance, £30 on the door. 
Contact www.therobin. 
co.uk or call (01902) 401211. 

Seagal has recently put a 
statement on his website in 
response to comments in the 
US media over his friend¬ 
ship with Russian President 


news that Steven requested Vladimir Putin, who he 


to come back to the Robin 2 
for two nights with his new 
all-star blues band as part of 
a UK tour.” 

Seagal has been a musi¬ 
cian a lot longer than an 
actor. He got his first gui¬ 
tar at the age of 12 and has 
been playing the blues ever 
since. He has honed his 


has described as one of the 
world’s great leaders. 

“I am a staunchly proud 
US citizen,” he says in the 
statement. “I have served 
as a US police officer for 25 
years and put my life at risk 
on numerous occasions for 
my country. 

‘Any discussions I have 


craft over the years sharing had with the Russian Presi- 
his love for the blues and dent have been as a personal 
jamming with such blues friend of mine and for the 
legends as BB King, Bo Did- primary purpose of helping 
dley, John Lee Hooker and, to create a situation where 
his greatest influence, Clar- the US and Russia can be- 
ence ‘Gatemouth’ Brown. come better friends and bet- 
Tickets are priced £27.50 ter allies.” 

Smog warning 
as Sahara dust 
falls on region 


A HEALTH alert was issued 
this week as air pollution 
was expected to rise to dan¬ 
gerous levels as dust blow¬ 
ing in from the Sahara was 
blamed for the problem. 

Smog has moved in across 
large parts of the country 
including sections of the 
Midlands sparking serious 
health concerns. 

Dangerous 

The Government says a 
pollution cloud swept into 
the country on Tuesday and 
could prove dangerous for 
people with serious heart 
and lung issues. 

It is feared the Midlands 
and the south would be the 
worst affected, with some 
areas hitting the highest 
possible level of 10 on the 
official warning scale. 

Saharan dust is said to be 


partly to blame for the air 
pollution problem, which is 
being billed as the worst to 
hit Britain since The Great 
Smog of 1952. 

The dust has been raining 
down on parts of the coun¬ 
try over the past few days, 
with many people reporting 
seeing their cars covered in 
a light red dust. 

Strong winds in North 
Africa has caused the desert 
sand to sweep up through 
the country when the gusts 
are blowing in the right di¬ 
rection. 

People have been told to 
brace themselves for high 
levels of pollution. 

In the West Midlands 
rain was expected today and 
cooler weather was forecast 
for Friday with the weekend 
is expected to be fine. 


Kitchen 

Makeovers 

without the hassle 

of a traditional rip-out and re-fit! 


Cherry Pickf rom 

the best range of doors, 
handles, work surfaces 
and kitchen accessories. 




S B f 

OVEN, HOB AND HOOD 

with all orders during April 

Ends 30th April 2014 
Applies to all orders over £2500 


Less Mess, Less Fuss 

HALF THE PRICE! 


Retain your cabinets, 
change your 
doors and worktops! 


OF A NEW KITCHEN 


# Avoid the upheaval and expense of replacing your cabinets - 

a simple solution at a fraction of the cost 

# Revitalise your kitchen - a simple door change or complete makeover 

# Extensive range of quality furniture and fittings, contemporary, 
traditional and high gloss finishes 

# NEW Hand painted doors available in any Farrow & Ball colour. 

# Unlimited choice of worktops from laminate to granite 

# Retain your existing cabinets. Avoid waste, save money 
...and help the environment 

# Average installation time only 2 to 3 days - Less mess. Less fuss. Half the 

# Comprehensive guarantee on all furniture, fittings and appliances 

# Your local KITCHEN MAKEOVER SPECIALIST - 

APPROVED by the Consumer Protection Association 


•9 Cherry 

Kitchen Makeovers m 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE 28-page colour brochure or 
FREE no-obligation survey & quotation 

0800 633 5337 

www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 


cost 


Join us on OwiiT/f 
facebook PfUcctlo a A - 
Attociaino 
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Doomed centre 
is open longer 

OPENING hours at a closure-threatened 
medical centre have been extended for a 
second time to ease pressure on accident 
and emergency services in Dudley. 

Health chiefs took the step of extend¬ 
ing opening hours at the Walk-In Centre 
in Holly Hall last November to help A&E 
services at Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal cope during the busy winter months. 
The centre was supposed to return to its 
regular hours of 8am to 8pm this Monday. 

But officials from the borough’s Clini¬ 
cal Commissioning Group have decided to 
continue with the extended opening hours 
of 8am to 10pm until June. They said it 
had been necessary to take the step as pa¬ 
tient demand remained high and was ex¬ 
pected to increase over the Easter period. 


Farewell to the museum's 
popular volunteer Barbara 



Barbara Skeldon 


A LOVED and respected for¬ 
mer nursery nurse from Tip- 
ton who volunteered at Dud¬ 
ley’s Black Country Living 
Museum for many years has 
died at the age of 78. 

Barbara Skeldon was a familiar face 
at the Tipton Road attraction in the 
1980s and ‘90s as a guide at one the 
cottages. 

She looked after pigs at the mu¬ 
seum, arriving to feed them before 


going to work at the Blakeley School 
in Tividale. Mrs Skeldon would return 
to the attraction after work to feed 
them again. 

Her husband of 58 years, John, said 
his wife as someone who always put 
the needs of others first. 

She died at Dudley’s Russells Hall 
Hospital on March 16 after suffering 
a chronic ulcerated leg. Her funeral 
will take place tomorrow (Friday) at 
Gornal Wood Crematorium at 2.10pm. 

Mrs Skeldon leaves her husband, 


three children and two grandchildren. 

Mr Skeldon, 78, said: “She used to 
be a guide at one of the cottages at the 
museum and used to dress up in pe¬ 
riod clothing and tell visitors what life 
was like for people at the time.” 

“She absolutely adored volunteer¬ 
ing at the museum. When I have gone 
back people say they still remember 
her. 

He said: “She was loved and re¬ 
spected and that is the most fitting 
tribute of all.” 


Flood of interest 
in NEC Group 

THERE has been a flood of bids and in¬ 
terest from businesses wanting to take on 
some of Birmingham’s top attractions. 

Birmingham City Council wants to sell 
off the NEC Group to boost its coffers. 
The National Exhibition Centre itself and 
LG Arena are likely to be sold on a 50-year 
lease with the National Indoor Arena and 
International Convention Centre in the city 
centre on a 25-year one. 

Council leader Sir Albert Bore said there 
had been a ‘high interest’ from investors in 
the leasehold sale announced last month. 
The sale come as the city council tries to 
cope with £1 billion of debts from equal pay 
claims. The council has stressed it wants 
the current use of the 38-year-old exhibi¬ 
tion centre, ICC and arenas preserved. Of¬ 
ficers are now drawing up a shortlist. 



Quality Kitchens 

Affordable Prices from the 


SUPPLY & FIT OR SUPPLY ONLY 
WE CAN CREATE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 


Bathroom sh^P 


New kitchen 


CZMbElOO 


TRADE PRICES TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 


r v s LfV 

-> 


POP IN AND SEE US, TAKE YOUR BROCHURE 


JUST WANT A NEW LOOK ■ LET US CHANGE YOUR KITCHEN DOORS! 


52 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2PG 

01384 634856 or 07533 978667 
www.thebathroomshopcradley.co.uk 


Bathroom slvfP 


Youngsters leaping 
into action for charity 



The 24-hour trampolining session at Leasowes High School 

SPORTY youngsters ran, jumped and danced to show they 
were fit for the task of raising money for charity. 

Children from Leasowes High School and Halesowen 
CofE Primary School were among those raising money for 
Sport Relief last week. 

At Leasowes School, a 24-hour trampolining marathon 
took place. Pupils began jumping at 11am and saw it 
through until 4pm before members of the Air Dynamix 
Trampolining Squad took over at their school headquar¬ 
ters. 

Squad members jumped through the night until the 
event ended at 11am the next day. Claire Riches, aged 22, 
and Laura Stevens, 17, carried on without sleep. 

The primary school, in High Street, raised around £200 
through a Zumba session, dance-a-thon and a mile-long 
run. 

Pupils started with the Zumba session held in the school 
hall during the morning. Youngsters then took part in the 
dance-a-thon during their lunch-break with more than 120 
pupils involved. 

Best foot forward 
for the Dudley Trail 

WALKERS have the opportunity to discover hidden gems 
during this year’s Dudley Trail. The event attracts thou¬ 
sands of people and is now in its 34th year. Routes for six, 
nine, 12, 18 and 26 miles are on offer as part of the annual 
walking extravaganza on May 4. 

People can wSk at their own pace along canal towpaths, 
disused railway lines, country paths and a few roads. They 
all start at Dudley Leisure Centre at designated times be¬ 
tween 8am and noon. The event is part of the annual Dud¬ 
ley Walking Festiva from April 19 to May 4. 

Everyone who completes a trail receives a certificate. It 
will cost £3 per person to join the 26 and 18 mile routes, 
£2.50 forl2 and nine miles and £1.50 to walk the six mile 
route. An additional 50p will be charged for entries on the 
day. Entry forms are available from Dudley Council leisure 
centres and libraries or call (01384) 817817. Forms can be 
downloaded from www.dudley.gov.uk/himleyhall 
































Rising star Cici 
is taking the lead 



First big role - Cici Howells on stage at the Birmingham Rep 


Cici Howells began 
acting at school in Wales 
and now has a star role 
on stage in Birmingham 

ACTOR and singer Cici How¬ 
ells is taking the starring role 
in a production of The Three¬ 
penny Opera, by Bertolt Bre¬ 
cht and Kurt Weill, at The Bir¬ 
mingham Rep until April 12. 

The 23-year-old performer from 
Powys, Wales, trained at The Musical 
Theatre Academy London and is an 
accomplished musician and winner of 
the inaugural Richard Williams Musical 
Theatre Award. 

Her credits include Witches Of East- 
wick (Watermill Theatre, Newbury); 
Carnaby Street The Musical; Thor¬ 
oughly Modern Millie (Watermill The¬ 
atre, Newbury); A Night of Anderson 
and Pett, (Delfont Rooms); An Evening 
With Chris Passey and Friends (Leices¬ 
ter Square Lounge Theatre); Macmillan 
Gala (London Palladium) and Julie Ath¬ 
erton’s No Space for Air album launch. 

Highlight 

Her lead role of Polly in Pete Rowes’ 
production of The Threepenny Opera 
stands out as a career highlight. 

“It’s been an amazing journey to get 
to play my first role. 

“I started out at Welshpool High 
School and I’ve been a keen musician 
and actor since then. 

“I went to Shrewsbury and trained at 
Shrewsbury College of Arts and Tech¬ 
nology for two years then auditioned 
for the MTA in London and got in. I 

“ graduated early from MTA, in 2012, 
and my first production was Thorough¬ 
ly Modern Millie. Since then, I’ve only 
had five weeks out of work.” 

Cici’s success owes much to hard 
work, also to her parents. 

“My mum and dad are very, very 
supportive. I’ve always known that I’ve 


wanted to perform. All my life I’ve been 
doing my own songs and performing 
them.” 

For now, Cici’s thoughts are focused 
on The Threepenny Opera. “There are 
21 of us in the cast and there are 40 in¬ 
struments on stage. The reviews have 
been brilliant,” she said. 

The Threepenny Opera is a musical 
comedy set in a world where the law 
is fickle and lowly souls remain on the 
poverty line. 

The action is set against the back¬ 
drop of Kurt Weill’s music, played live 
on stage by the actors themselves. 

It includes songs such as Mack the 
Knife and Pirate Jenny. Audiences can 


expect a raucous night. Cici adds: “The 
show is a riot. 

“I’ve only ever had about two lines in 
previous roles and now I’m in the lead 
role and I’m doing it every night. It’s 
brilliant, I love it.” 

Cici has a number of idols, — Maggie 
Smith, Judi Dench and Meryl Streep - 
but she doesn’t look like any of them. 

“I’m plastered in tattoos,” she says. 
“My whole arm is tattooed and so are 
my ribs, stomach, thighs, feet and 
shoulder. 

“I got my first tattoo when I was 18. I 
go to the same tattooist, in Llanidloes. 
I’m a rebel and a rock chick.” 

ANDY RICHARDSON 


Exploration of war stories that never end 


The Two Worlds of Charlie F, 
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

BADLY wounded, these soldiers may 
have left the war zone but the war will 
probably never leave them. 

Back home with their loved ones, 
who have waited and prayed for their 
safe return, the battle goes on—in 
their heads. The nightmares, sleepless 
nights and other horrors were laid 
bare in The Two Worlds of Charlie F. 
Superbly performed partly by the 


wounded soldiers themselves, some of 
whom have lost limbs, it brought home 
the harsh reality of war. 

Yet for all this there were some 
lighter moments, when they spoke 
about the comradeship in their ‘forces 
family’ and about the delight when 
those letters arrived from loved ones 
— but anguish when one soldier got 
the Dear John letter from a girlfriend 
who could wait no longer. 

This poignant, emotive, hard-hitting 


play was played out by people who re¬ 
ally know what it is like and they took 
us all on a long, and often painful, 
eye-opening journey with them. 

Cassidy Little, who played Charlie 
F, was faultless. All of them felt this 
experience had helped them on their 
long road to recovery. 

This award-winning play is an au¬ 
thentic tale of survival and richly de¬ 
served the long standing ovation. 

SUE ATTWATER 



Macheath’s wives catch him in The Threepenny Opera 

Rude and riotous 
opera in your face 


No buzz 
for talent 
showcase 

NME Awards Tour, The 
Institute, Birmingham 

THE music paper’s package 
tour, usually a great way 
to see rising talent, hasn’t 
really got a buzz going this 
year, as indicated by the 
move to a smaller venue. 

The inclusion of old hands 
Interpol to boost audience 
numbers demonstrated a 
lack of faith in the up-and- 
coming bands. The gloomy 
New York group’s mature 
fans turned up late, mean¬ 
ing the venue filled up after 
some of the younger talent 
had performed. That was a 
shame because all three de¬ 
served to be listened too. 

Circa Waves had great 
energy and a weaving gui¬ 
tar sound hinting at Af¬ 
rican pop. Dynamic duo 
Royal Blood after an odd 
start - “Hello Nottingham” 
- cranked up an almighty 
bluesy, heavy rock sound. 
Think White Stripes meet 
Nirvana with volume at 11. 

Temples created a Marc 
Bolan flashback for this age¬ 
ing reviewer - it was singer 
James Bagshaw’s corkscrew 
hair and cosmic boogie riffs. 
Their psychedelic pop was 
spellbinding. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


The Threepenny Opera, 
Birmingham Rep 

RUDE, noisy and in your 
face. This flawed, sprawl¬ 
ing, exuberant and gleefully 
subversive production is a 
refreshing experience. 

John Gay’s 1728 ballad 
was reinterpreted by Marx¬ 
ist playwright Bertolt Bre¬ 
cht in the 1920s and now 
for the 21st century by Rob¬ 
ert David MacDonald and 
Jeremy Sams. Lyrics refer 
to paedophile TV celebri¬ 
ties, alongside corrupt cops 
and greedy capitalists. 

Set in a whitewashed 
warehouse, this charts the 
downfall of the gangster Ma- 


cheath (as in Mac the Knife) 
against the backdrop of the 
coronation of King Charles 
the... his title on the graf¬ 
fiti rhymes with third. It 
features an excellent cast 
of able-bodied and disabled 
actor/ musicians. 

Milton Lopes as Macheath 
is charming but lacks men¬ 
ace. The female characters 
shine with the powerful 
voices of Victoria Oruwari, 
Amelia Cavallo and CiCi 
Howells. Georgian London 
or Benefits Street, the mes¬ 
sage is the same — society 
will demonise the poor. 

Continues to April 12. Not 
for the easily offended. LB 


Small in 
stature but 
big in noise 

Tinie Tempah, Civic Hall, 
Wolverhampton 

“HE’S done more songs 
than you think,” observed 
one concert-goer. They’re 
not wrong. 

A quick look at Tinie 
Tempah’s discography 
shows collaborations with 
Labrinth, Elbe Goulding, 
Calvin Harris, Wiz Kalifa 
and John Martin. 

Lover Not A Fighter and 
Frisky immediately had the 
crowd dancing in the aisles. 
Still the hits came as Tinie 
gave a Demonstration of his 
talent with numbers from 
his second album and debut 
Disc-O very. 

Wonderman, Earthquake, 
Trampoline, Children of 
the Sun and Sky Sports’ 
soundtrack Written In The 
Stars followed, along with 
Miami 2 Ibiza and Drinking 
From The Bottle before the 
number one smash Tsu¬ 
nami. 

He may be small in stat¬ 
ure but he’s big on noise. 
For the massed ranks, Wol¬ 
verhampton was the only 
place to be - and they were 
in fine voice even before the 
final encore track gave them 
their Pass Out. 

MARK SHIPP 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 


Loft Ladders 




£2A0 


Safety 

hand rail > 1 V 

Unique ^ 
to Bison ** 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 


Over f*,C00 installations to date! 


B r-i 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 3891281 




NO 1 

your fault? 

Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


Jdleton c Dumrncr 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Worley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


■fi-Zcc Fix- 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


I - 


♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 


♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

❖ Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 

♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 


Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 

Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
INJURED IN 
AN ACCIDENT? 


121 


You’ve 
nothing 
to lose 



Had an accident that wasn’t 
your fault? You can lean on 
us to secure the maximum 
compensation for you. Our legal 
team are specialists in accident 
and injury claims, and have 
already won over 100,000 cases 
- yours could be next. 


• No win, no fee 

• 95% success rate 

• Accident and injury specialists 


Your 
Legal 
Friend? 


We help put 
things right 


Get in touch today 

0800 177 7074 

yourlegalfriend.com/injury 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Iceland - Reykjavik and British Grand Prix 

the Northern Lights 

Four days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 



STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Ladies day at 
Royal Ascot 


£519 


Enjoy a break with a difference, as you fly to 
the ‘Land of fire and ice’ to discover and 
explore one of Europe’s most surprising, 
welcoming and most happening cities. 

Iceland is a place where all the earth’s natural power and 
beauty are revealed in smouldering volcanoes, plunging 
waterfalls, bubbling thermal pools, spouting geysers and 
distant glaciers - all within a short drive of Reykjavik. 

The included guided city tour is the ideal way to get 
aquainted with Reykjavik. Amongst the highlights will be 
the ‘Pearl’, a collection of disused water tanks now 
crowned with a glass dome and converted into a 
conference centre. Here there is also a viewing platform 
looking out over the city and harbour beyond. 


The Presidential Residence at Bessastaoir, the fishing town 
of Hafnarfjord, the Houses of Parliament, Lutheran 
Cathedral and Iceland’s tallest and most memorable 
building, Hallgrim’s Church, are also taken in during 
the tour. 

Perhaps the highlight of the break will be the trip out of 
the city in search of a sighting of the Aurora Borealis. Truly 
awe-inspiring, the Northern Lights, should they be seen, 
are a never-to-be forgotten sight. 

Please note the Northern Lights are a natural 
phenomenen and sightings cannot be guaranteed. 


INFO 

•Return flights 

’i^hofceofhotefef aocomm °*tion 

•City tour of Reykjavik 

Innt rCh I° r the Northern Lights tour 
Optional excursions offered 
•Services of a tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
supplement applies 
Organised by 

Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V78 12, ATOL 2325) 


Day trip departing July 6 


Two days departing June 18 


PRICE FROM 


£199. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel with an early start (2-4 am) to arrive 
at Silverstone by 6.30 am 
•One-day General Admission ticket to the British 
Grand Prix (upgrades available on request) 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 


Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Silver Ring at Royal Ascot 
(upgrade offered) 

•Visit to Windsor 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Scarborough, 
Whitby and York 


Four days departing June 20 


Yorkshire 
Cruise and Steam 

Three days departing June 6, September 26 


PRICE FROM 


£209 


PRICE FROM 


£169 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Visits to Scarborough, Whitby, York and Harrogate 
•Optional North York Moors Railway excursion offered 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 

•Two nights half-board accommodation 

•Cruise on the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

•Journey on the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway 

•Coach tour of the Yorkshire Dales 

•Visits to Holmfirth, Skipton, Grassington and Haworth 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


London Eye and 
Thames River Cruise 


Two days departing Jun 7, Jul 5, Aug 2, 
Aug 30, Sept 27, Oct 25, Nov 22, Dec 13 


Haworth 1940’s 
Weekend 


Chelsea Flower 
Show and Windsor 


Tour de France 
London 2014 


Two days departing May 17 


Two days departing May 23 


PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£89. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£179. 95 


Two days departing July 6 


PRICE FROM 


£85 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation at a four-star 
outer London hotel 
•Flight on the London Eye 
•Cruise on the River Thames 
•Free time in London 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Visits to York and Haworth 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show 
•Visit to Windsor 

•Services of coach driver/tour representative 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Viewing access to the Tour de France 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Andre Rieu Prague 

and the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra in Maastricht 


Pompeii, Capri and 
the Bay of Naples 


Three days departing July 11,17 and 19 



PRICE FROM 


£259 


•Return coach and Channel crossings 
•Two nights bed and breakfast acommodation 
•Seated ticket to see Andre Rieu and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra in Maastricht, his hometown in The 
Netherlands (upgrades offered) 

•Visit to Maastricht 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Four days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£389 


•Return flights 

•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Guided tour of medieval Prague 
•Guided tour of Prague’s castle district 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£799 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 
•Guided tours of Pompeii and Sorrento 
•Visits to Naples and Ravello 
•Cruise to Capri 

•Visit to the volcano of Vesuvius 
•Tour of the Amalfi coast 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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What’s On! 


Bad boy Brand 
and a Grand dame 

THE comedy scene this 
week is dominated by 
Miranda Hart with a gig 
at the LG Arena tomor¬ 
row night followed by a 
residency at the NIA from 
Tuesday to Thursday. She’s 
not the only comic visiting 
Birmingham with bad boy 
Russell Brand bringing his 
Messiah Complex World 
Tour to the Hippodrome on 
Sunday and Radio 4 regu¬ 
lar Lucy Porter at the Glee 
Club tomorrow night. 

Grand panto dame Ceri 
Dupree returns to the Wol¬ 
verhampton theatre on 
Sunday with a faaaabulous 
one-nighter. Eddy Brimson 
features at the Laugh Out 
Loud Comedy Club at the 
Slade Rooms tomorrow and 
Xtra Factor co-host Matt 
Richardson is at the same 
venue on Sunday night. 

Learned folk as 
academic has gig 

AWARD-WINNING mu¬ 
sician and academic Fay 
Hield and the Hurricane 
Party featuring Sam 
Sweeney, Andy Cutting, 
Rob Harbon and Roger 
Wilson will be playing at 
the Guild Hall, Lichfield, 
on Sunday. Tickets are £14, 
£12.60 members and £7 
under-16s. Call the box of¬ 
fice on 01543 262223. Fay, 
as part of the award-win¬ 
ning folk group The Full 
English, will be playing at 
Shrewsbury Folk Festival 
on August 25. Phil Beer, 
half of Show of Hands, will 
play at Katie Fitzgerald’s, 
Stourbridge, on April 24. 
£12 on the door. 


Elbow anthems, Quo riffs 
and the return of the Nlanics 


Theatre’s 
night of 
Evita stars 

ANDREW Lloyd Webber 
and Tim Rice’s blockbuster 
Evita returns to Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome in Bill 
Kenwright’s revival with 
former Wet Wet Wet star 
Marti Pellow as revolution¬ 
ary Che Guevara. 

Dictator Juan Peron’s 
wife Eva will be played by 
powerful Portuguese lead¬ 
ing lady Madalena Alberto. 
Expect a memorable Don’t 
Cry For Me Argentina. 
Evita is at the Hippodrome 
from Tuesday, April 8, to 
Saturday, April 19. 

A faithful staging of 
Leonard Bernstein’s West 
Side Story is set in 50s 
New York at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre 
until April 19. Brass bands 
feature in miners’ strike 
drama with music Brassed 
Off at Wolverhampton 
Grand from Tuesday to the 
following Saturday, April 
12. Birmingham Rep’s rol¬ 
licking Threepenny Opera 
continues until April 12. 



Marti Pellow and Madalena Alberto star in Evita 


MASTERS of majestic melodic melancholy Elbow have secured their 
position as one of Britain’s best loved bands and one of the few with 
songs really big enough to warrant a stadium singalong. 

The former Ramsbottom pub band, who won Brit and Mercury prize nomina¬ 
tions with their debut Asleep in the Back in 2001, recently released their sixth 
album The Take Off and Landing of Everything and have a gig at Birming¬ 
ham’s National Indoor Arena on Saturday night. 

Lead singer Bury-born Guy Garvey, who a lso presents his own BBC Radio 6 show, will 
no doubt call upon a back catalogue that in- f 
eludes such anthems as One Day Like This, 
a song chosen to close London’s 2012 Olym¬ 
pics, and Open Arms. 

Elbow finally won the Mercury Prize in 
2008 with The Seldom Seen Kid. 

Support at their Birmingham concert will 
be a solo spot by Doves frontman Jimi Good¬ 
win, who last week released his solo debut 
album Odludek. 

Rock veterans Status Quo have a poign¬ 
ant twist to their concerts at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Civic Hall tonight (Thursday) and 
next Thursday. The Frantic Four of Fran¬ 
cis Rossi, Rick Parfitt, Alan Lancaster and 
John Coghlan will be supported by ex-Dr 
Feelgood guitarist Wilko Johnson. The ter- | 

mindly ill putor legend from Canvey Island E|bow read to bd melodic me | a ncholy 
is enjoying the biggest success of his career J 3 

with his collaboration album with The stitute in Digbeth on Monday. Gary Barlow 
Who’s Roger Daltrey, Going Back Home. will be playing his solo and Take That songs 
Hard rock Northern Irish trio Therapy? at the LG Arena on Tuesday and returns 
mark 20 years since their breakthrough with his Since I Saw You Last tour on Sat- 
album Troublegum tomorrow at the Wul- U rday, April 19. 

fr^Hall. . . Mancunian punk veterans The Buzzcocks, 

That s the same night that the surviving whose Ever Fallen In Love must rate as one 
members of Ian Dury s band The Block- n ,, ^ i ■ 0 

heads bring their Brit funk sound to the of ^greatest pop songs, play the Robin 2 
Robin 2 in Bilston to celebrate 35 years next ihursday. 

since Hit Me With Your Rhythm Stick. The bl gS est musical event of next week- 

Welsh rockers Manic Street Preachers end Wl11 be the arrival of JT, as US star 
have sold out their gig at Wolverhampton Justin Timberlake comes to Birmingham 
Civic Hall on Sunday. Strictly Come Dane- for concerts at the LG Arena on Friday and 
ing pop star Sophie Ellis-Bextor is at the In- Saturday, April 11 and 12. 



Wireless has an 
R&B star line-up 

THE V Festival has a West 
Midlands rival. Like Au¬ 
gust’s Y Wireless Festival 
will swap line-ups over two 
location but, unlike its ri¬ 
val, will be in cities - Bir¬ 
mingham’s Perry Park and 
London’s Finsbury Park. 
Wireless, on the July 4 to 6 
weekend, has an R&B bias. 

On Friday, Drake tops 
the bill, support includes 
Rudimental and Wiz Khal¬ 
ifa; on Saturday Bruno 
Mars headlines and acts 
include Ellie Goulding, 
John Newman, Clean Ban¬ 
dit, Bewdley’s Becky Hill, 
the return of Outkast and 
Salt-N-Pepa; on Sunday 
Kanye West closes the fes¬ 
tival with Happy chart-top¬ 
per Pharrell Williams. 

Day and weekend tick¬ 
ets are available, see www. 
wirelessfestival.co.uk 

Lunar offering 
alternative test 

A BOUTIQUE festival spe¬ 
cialising in alternative mu¬ 
sic, from psychedelic rock 
to weird folk, is arriving in 
Warwickshire. 

The Lunar Festival is 
at the Umberslade Estate, 
Tanworth-in-Arden, five 
miles from M42 Junction 3. 

The line-up on the June 
6 -8 weekend includes: Fri¬ 
day, British Sea Power, 
former Charlatans front¬ 
man Tim Burgess and Toy; 
Saturday, 60s star Dono¬ 
van and Temples; Sunday, 
ex-Captain Beefheart mu¬ 
sicians The Magic Band 
and only the Midlands date 
for Texan outfit The Poly¬ 
phonic Spree. See lunarfes 
tival.co.uk for details. 






• Everyone welcome open to the general public 

• 28 floodlit bays fitted with Fiberbuilt golf mats 

• Power tee automated tee-up system 

• Top quality, full distance Nike golf balls and 
8 heated bays 

• PGA Coaching 7 days and nights a week 

• Teaching and custom fitting studio 

• The latest swing analysis software 

• Fully stocked golf store with PGA advice 

• Refreshments and meals available at ' vs™Ft? 

We coach, we fit. \jjO l 


co balls C. — " I 

^ QQ / Hagley Golf Academy, Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley, DYg gJW 

L ' r jTel: 01562 883852 - www.hagleygolfpro.co.uk 
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SATURDAY’S TV 5.04.14 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



The Voice UK: The Live Final 
(BBC1, 7pm) 

This is it, folks. Kylie Minogue 
has cried all the tears that 
count, and will.i.am has 
stalled in his decision-making 
all that he’ll be allowed - yep, 
they and fellow coaches Ricky 
Wilson and Sir Tom Jones have 
done everything they can to 
get their acts to the final. But 
now it’s entirely out of their 
control, and here’s where for 
one of them, all that hard work 
and emotional turmoil will pay 
off, as a winner is crowned. 
Each artist will perform a song 
of their choice, followed by an 
exclusive duet with their 
coach. The votes in so far will 
then be counted, and four will 
become three, as the one with 
the lowest score is given the 
elbow. Appearances from 
Paloma Faith and Aloe Blacc 
will temporarily ease the 
tension. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Live Davis 
Cup Tennis. Italy v Great Britain. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.15 Film: Shrek 2. (2004) 
Animated adventure sequel, with the 
voice of Mike Myers. 

6.40 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 The Voice UK: The Live Final. 

After seven weeks of blind 
auditions, two battle shows, two 
knockout rounds and two live 
programmes, the final is here - 
with just four contestants 
remaining, all eager to be crowned 
winner and pick up a recording 
contract. Emma Willis and Marvin 
Humes present as Christina Maria, 
Jamie, Jermain and Sally perform 
a song of their own choice and 
then duet with their coaches, after 
which the singer with the fewest 
votes leaves the competition. The 
remaining three then get their final 
chance to prove they deserve the 
title with one more number, and 
while the public votes, the 
coaches perform together one last 
time. There will also be 
appearances from Paloma Faith 
and Aloe Blacc, and then it’s the 
moment of truth for the hopefuls 
as they find out who has been 
voted The Voice UK 2014. Last in 
the series. 

9.05 The National Lottery Live. I’m a 

Celebrity champion and former 
Westlife singer Kian Egan provides 
the music as Kate Garraway 
announces the results of the Lotto 
and the Thunderball draws. 

9.15 Casualty. Connie, Zoe and Lily 
pull together to treat a father and 
his daughter, which proves easier 
said than done as the girl suffers 
from ADHD, while Charlie helps an 
old biker come to terms with his 
wife’s dementia. Hospital drama, 
starring Amanda Mealing, Sunetra 
Sarkerand Derek Thompson. 
10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Manchester City v Southampton 
and Cardiff City v Crystal Palace; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.50The Football League Show. 
Manish Bhasin presents 
highlights and all the goals from 
today’s fixtures in the 
Championship, League One and 
League Two. 

1.10 Weatherview. 1.15 BBC News. 


6.00 Film: The Saint in London. (1939) 
7.05 Film: On Moonlight Bay. (1951) 

8.40 The Living Planet. (R) 9.35 The 
Living Planet. (R) 10.30 Fred Dibnah’s 
Made in Britain. (R) 11.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. (R) 12.00 James 
Martin: Home Comforts. 12.45 Live 
Women’s International Football. England 
v Montenegro (Kick-off 12.55pm). 3.00 
Film: The Glass Bottom Boat. (1966) 
Romantic comedy, starring Doris Day 
and Rod Taylor. 4.45 Mountain Gorilla. 
(R) 5.45 Collectaholics. (R) 

6.45 Flog It! People in Colchester, 
Essex, bring items to be valued 
before selling them at auction, 
including a glass vase bought for 
£1 in a charity shop. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring sets up 
an observation post in the local 
lighthouse and annoys the ARP 
wardens by flooding the whole 
town with light during an air raid. 

(R) 

8.00 The Plantagenets. Robert Bartlett 
charts the events that led to the 
dynasty’s downfall, with four kings 
being violently deposed in the last 
century of the Plantagenets’ reign. 
Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Formula 1: Bahrain Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. Suzi Perry 
introduces action from the session 
in the third round of the season at 
the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. Nico Rosberg qualified on 
pole here last year, and the 
Mercedes driver is expected to be 
among the leading contenders for 
maximum points after a promising 
start to the campaign that sees 
him lead the drivers’ 
championship. With commentary 
by Ben Edwards and David 
Coulthard. 

10.15Stewart Lee’s Comedy Vehicle. 

The comedian explores the topic 
of marriage in stand-up routines, 
interspersed with Chris Morris 
grilling him about his ideas and 
ending with a short film. Last in 
the series. 

10.45 Ql XL. Extended edition. Stephen 
Fry finds out how much Greg 
Proops, David O’Doherty, Reginald 
D Hunter and regular panellist 
Alan Davies know about jungles. 

11.30 Film: Welcome to Collinwood. 
(2002) Five bungling crooks find 
their tangled personal lives getting 
in the way of pulling off a robbery. 
Crime comedy remake, starring 
Sam Rockwell, William H Macy 
and George Clooney. 

12.50 Film: Beauty & the Briefcase. 
(2010) 2.15 This Is BBCTwo. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.25 Matt Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.50 
Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 
7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 Dinner 
Date. (R) 11.20 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 The Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 

12.30 Film: Twins. (1988) Comedy, with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Danny 
DeVito. 2.30 The Chase. (R)3.30 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 5.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.40 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Presents. 

Comedy from the mind of Harry 
Hill, inspired by viewers’ home 
videos. Showcased in this edition 
are some of the narrator’s most 
absurd thoughts on a variety of 
subjects, from the population of 
Gibraltar to an opinionated foetus. 
7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo go 
head to head in their most daring 
round of Ant v Dec to date as the 
entertainment show goes out with 
a bang, and Robbie Williams joins 
in the fun, taking part in a 
performance at the end of the 
programme. Another mystery 
celebrity features in the live sing- 
along, all the winners of Place on 
the Plane jet off to Florida, and a 
member of the studio audience 
plays to win the items advertised 
in one of last week’s commercial 
breaks. Last in the series. 

8.25 The Cube. Atelecoms trainer and 
a student nurse face up to seven 
trials of skill, dexterity, reaction, 
wit and wisdom in the hope of 
winning a jackpot of £250,000. 
Phillip Schofield hosts. 

9.25 Law& Order: UK. The hunt for the 
killer of a seemingly innocent 
family man brings Ronnie into 
contact with his old boss, former 
Dl Natalie Chandler, whose father 
is accused of the crime. (R) 

10.25The Americans. Claudia hands 
the spies two assignments - Philip 
is told to monitor a Soviet 
defector, and Elizabeth must try to 
get information from a naval 
recruit about the Connors’ 
murders. 

11. 25 ITV News; Weather. 

11.40 Through the Keyhole. Jonathan 
Ross and Denise Van Outen join 
Dave Berry on the panel as Keith 
Lemon visits three mystery homes 
and challenges them to guess the 
identities of the famous occupants. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 In Plain Sight. 
(R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 

(R) 7.00 Trans World Sport. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 

10.00 Weekend Brunch - From the 
Grand National. 1.00 The Grand 
National. Live coverage of the world’s 
most famous steeplechase at Aintree. 

5.15 Fifteen to One. 

6.15 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Lent Diaries. New series. In the 
run-up to Easter, this series of 
short films provides an insight 
into the lives of people who 
worship in Britain’s West African 
churches. 

6.40 Gadget Man. Richard Ayoade 
embarks on a luxury camping trip 
with actor Stephen Mangan, trying 
out the world’s biggest penknife, a 
unique tent and the latest in virtual 
reality. (R) 

7.10 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 

Coulson goes on the attack to save 
a gravely injured Skye by enlisting 
the aid of Ward’s former senior 
officer John Garrett (guest star Bill 
Paxton). In the process he 
uncovers some shocking truths 
about SHIELD and his own life. 
Clark Gregg stars in the fantasy 
adventure. (R) 

8.05 Hostages. Ellen reveals to Duncan 
that she will not kill the president, 
but offers to help him obtain the 
bone marrow he needs to save his 
wife, as long as he provides 
something in return - a promise to 
protect her children. However, 

Nina is furious about her 
husband’s plan and becomes 
determined to thwart him. Toni 
Collette, Dylan McDermott and 
Francie Swift star in the US drama. 
9.00 Film: Colombiana. (2011) 
Premiere. A 10-year-old 
Colombian girl witnesses the 
murder of her parents at the hands 
of gangsters, but is rescued by her 
uncle, who takes her to the US and 
raises her to be a cold-blooded 
killer. Years later, she is still 
working for him as an assassin, 
but is secretly planning to avenge 
her parents’ deaths. Action thriller, 
starring Zoe Saldana. 

II.IOFilm: The Guard. (2011) 

Premiere. A laidback Irish 
policeman finds his simple life 
disrupted by a drug-smuggling 
operation and an uptight FBI 
agent. Comedy thriller, with 
Brendan Gleeson. 

1.05 Film: Hard Eight. (1996)2.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.50 Deal or No Deal. (R) 
5.45 SuperScrimpers. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Meerkat Manor. 
(R) 10.30 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 11.30 Hercules the 
Human Bear. (R) 12.30 Film: McBride: 
Anybody Here Murder Marty? (2005) 
Mystery, starring John Larroquette. 2.10 
Film: Columbo: Mind Over Mayhem. 
(1974) Detective drama, with Peter Falk. 
3.45 Film: Columbo: Dagger of the 
Mind. (1972) Detective drama, starring 
Peter Falk and Honor Blackman. 5.40 
Film: Jesse Stone: Death in Paradise. 
(2006) Crime drama sequel, starring 
Tom Selleck. 

7.15 Longmire. Walt and Vic are called 
to the scene of a barn fire that has 
claimed the lives of a string of 
prize horses and one man, 
believed to be breeder Ray 
Stewart. The evidence suggests he 
committed suicide after setting the 
building alight, but his wife Alice 
admits that before she met him 
her husband was involved with the 
Mob and had assumed a new 
identity to escape them. Crime 
drama, starring Robert Taylor. 

8.05 NCIS. Tony travels to North Africa 
on the trail of missing agent Ziva, 
who is thought to have been 
tracking down a terrorist leader 
called Saleem Ulman. Intent on 
exacting revenge for her apparent 
death during a flight to Somalia, 
he is taken hostage by militants 
and discovers she is still alive - 
only to be given a potentially 
catastrophic ultimatum. Starring 
Mark Harmon and Cote de Pablo. 
(R) 

9.00 5 News Weekend. 

9.05 Most Shocking Moments in Pop. 

A countdown focusing on 
outrageous events and scandals 
from the pop world, from 
unbelievable antics and ferocious 
feuds, to break-ups, meltdowns 
and untimely deaths. Featuring 
Miley Cyrus’s performance at the 
2013 Video Music Awards, Britney 
Spears shaving her head, teen 
heart-throb Justin Bieber relieving 
himself into a bucket while at a 
restaurant and Kanye West 
storming onto the stage at the 
2009 VMAs while Taylor Swift was 
picking up an award. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Conned, Fleeced and Left 
for Broke. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

4.20 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky 
Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. 

(R) 5.05 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.20 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky 
Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.30 Doctor Who 
8.20 Top Gear 9.20 Film: Tropic Thunder 

S 11.00 Family Guy 12.50 

ane 42 3.50 Great TV Mistakes 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Wild Wales 8.00 Chemistry - A 
Volatile History 9.00 Inspector De Luca 

10.50 Jet! When Britain Ruled the Skies 
12.50 Top of the Pops: 19791.30 
Sounds of the 70s 2 Punk - Anarchy on 
the BBC 2.00 Chemistry-A Volatile 
History 3.00 Wild Wales 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.55 The Only Way Is Essex 2.30 
You’ve Been Framed! 3.00 Film: 
Kangaroo Jack (2003) 4.45 Britain’s Got 
More Talent: Most Amazing Moments 

5.50 Film: Two Weeks Notice (2002) 

7.55 Film: The Incredible Hulk (2008) 
10.00 Celebrity Juice 10.50 Crazy 
Beaches 11.20 Film: The Faculty (1998) 

1.25 Fake Reaction 2.05 Dads 2.25 
You’ve Been Framed! 2.50 Teleshopping 

5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.05 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.10 
Film: Out of Africa (1985) 5.20 Foyle’s 
War 7.20 Rosemary & Thyme 8.25 Doc 
Martin 9.25 Joanna Lumley’s Greek 
Odyssey 10.30 Cold Blood I1 12.05 A 
Touch of Frost 2.05 Judge Judy 2.25 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

3.15 British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 4.50 Film: Where Eagles Dare 
(1969) 8.00 Ali: Still the Greatest 9.00 
Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 11.10 Film: 
Bowfinger (1999) 1.10 Benidorm2.05 
The Professionals 3.00 The Store 
E4 

2.00 The Big Bang Theory 3.00 Come 
Dine with Me: Made in Chelsea Special 
4.00 Rude(ish) Tube 5.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.00 How I Met Your Mother 8.00 The 
Tomorrow People 9.00 Film: There’s 
Something About Mary (1998) 11.25 
Rude Tube 12.30 The Big Bang Theory 

1.30 How I Met Your Mother 2.45 2 
Broke Girls 3.10 The Cleveland Show 
3.55 Made in Chelsea 4.50 Ugly Betty 
Film4 


1.00 Crocodile Dundee (1986) 2.50 Tea 
with Mussolini (1999) 5.05 Black Knight 
(2001) 6.55 Night at the Museum: Battle 
of the Smithsonian (2009) 9.00 Devil 
(2010) Five strangers trapped in a lift 
realise that one of them is the Devil come 
to harvest souls, but do not know which 
one. Horror, starring Chris Messina and 
Bokeem Woodbine. 10.35 The Divide 
(2011) 12.50 The Fountain (2006) 2.50 
Close 





Wimfimm 


Great Bar»..Gre« 
Great Enterfta 


THURSDAY 3RD APRIL 

STARMAKE K ARAOKE 


FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 

KELLY JONES 


JllpSUNDAY 6TH APRIL 

[ AKERS KARAOKE 


STEAK & 



Buckingham 


See inside the most famous home in 
the world - Buckingham Palace. This 
magnificent building has served as the 
official residence of Britain’s 
sovereigns since 1837. And when The 
Queen travels to Balmoral each 
summer the doors are opened to 
the public. 

Inside there are 19 State Rooms to explore 
which are used extensively by The Queen 
and members of the Royal Family to receive 
and entertain their guests on State, 
ceremonial and official occasions. 

They are furnished and decorated with 
priceless works of art that form part of the 
Royal Collection, including paintings by 
Van Dyck and Canaletto, sculptures 
by Canova and exquisite pieces of 
porcelain. Highlights include the Throne 
Room, State Dining Room, the Ballroom and 
the White Drawing room, which is perhaps 
the most spectacular. 

Visitors will also be able to admire the 
39-acre garden which features more than 
350 types of flower, over 200 trees and a 
l three-acre lake. 


FROM £59 

Departing August 10 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return coach travel 

• Entrance to Buckingham Palace 

• Services of a tour driver 

Two and four-day Buckingham Palace 
trips are also available 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
l Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton a 
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CHOICE 



Oona Chaplin 


The Crimson Field 
(BBC1,9pm) 

When it was first announced, 
the BBC’s First World War 
season seemed to be heavy on 
documentaries (as you would 
expect) and little else. However, 
this new drama series should 
proveto be one of the 
highlights. It’s been 
painstakingly researched by 
writer Sarah Phelps, who has 
aimed to bring back to life what 
it was like to work in and be 
treated at a tented field hospital 
near the front line in France. A 
superb cast, which includes 
Suranne Jones, Hermione 
Norris, Oona Chaplin and Kerry 
Fox, bring the characters to life. 
The first episode follows the 
fortunes of volunteer nurses 
Kitty, Flora and Rosalie when 
they meet new Sister Joan 
Livesey, whose modern 
approach ruffles a few 
feathers... 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.15 Live Davis Cup Tennis. Italy v 
Great Britain. 3.55 Songs of Praise. 4.30 
The Boat Race. Live coverage of the 
160th University Boat Race. 

6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. Tom Heap meets 
Princess Anne at her home, 
Gatcombe Parkin 
Gloucestershire, which she runs 
as a working farm. The princess 
discusses many of the issues 
confronting the British 
countryside and gives Tom a rare 
limpse into her life on the estate, 
loucestershire is also the home 
of presenter Ellie Harrison, who 
wants ideas on what to do with her 
more modest smallholding, and 
visits Kew Gardens for advice on 
planting native wild flowers. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the first of two special 
editions marking the centenary of 
the outbreak of the First World 
War. She and a small group of 
experts travel to the Thiepval 
Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme in France, where visitors 
tell their family stories of the 
conflict, with various items 
helping to bring their tales to life. 
Objects include pictures of horses 
sent to war painted by a doctor 
serving on the frontline, bronze 
sculptures of troops modelled 
from trench clay and the 
belongings of a woman who 
treated wounded soldiers. 

Fiona also meets a 101 -year-old 
lady who still remembers 
one of the first bombing raids on 
Britain, when she and her 
classmates hid under their school 
desks. 

9.00 The Crimson Field. New series. 
Drama following the doctors, 
nurses and volunteers in a French 
First World War field hospital. A 
new sister’s modern approach 
raises eyebrows. Suranne Jones 
stars. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. Everton v 
Arsenal and West Ham United v 
Liverpool. 

11.30The Graham Norton Show. (R) 
12.15 Film: Jacknife. (1989) 1.55 
Weatherview. 2.00 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.00 James Martin: 
Home Comforts. 10.30 Live Davis Cup 
Tennis. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 

I. 45 Live Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Huddersfield Giants v St Helens (Kick-off 
2.15pm). 4.30 Live Davis Cup Tennis. 
Italy v Great Britain. 5.30 Flog It! 

6.30 Inspire: The Olympic Journey. 
Magazine series presented by 
Gabby Logan, who meets 
wheelchair racing legend David 
Weir in Portugal as he prepares 
for next month’s London 
Marathon. 

7.00 Great Barrier Reef. Monty Halls 
explores the extraordinary 
ecosystem that covers an area 
larger than Great Britain, revealing 
that only seven per cent of it is 
coral reef. The rest is a variety of 
interconnected habitats, including 
hundreds of islands, mangrove 
swamps, deep-water gardens, 
vast sand flats, meadows of sea 
grass and what is said to be the 
world’s oldest jungle. All are 
interconnected by a giant deep¬ 
water lagoon - and all are full of 
amazing wildlife. (R) 

8.00 Border Country: The Story of 
Britain’s Lost Middleland. Part 
two of two. Rory Stewart reveals 
how a thousand years after the 
Romans left, Britain split once 
again near the line of Hadrian’s Wall 
into the kingdoms of England and 
Scotland. The historian examines 
how the borderlands became a 
zone of anarchy and violence. 

9.00 Louis Theroux’s LA Stories. Louis 
spends time at Los Angeles 
hostels that are home to sex 
offenders who are out on parole, 
and speaks to the people charged 
with monitoring them. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Formula 1: Bahrain Grand Prix 
Highlights. Suzi Perry presents 
action from the Bahrain 
International Circuit in Sakhir, as 
the drivers contested the third 
race of the season. 

II. 30 Film: Cross of Iron. (1977) A 

German sergeant on the Russian 
front in 1943 is sickened by an 
officer who risks men’s lives for 
his own glory. Second World War 
drama, with James Coburn. 

1.40 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.35 
Holby City. (R) 3.35 Silk. (R) 4.35 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.25 Matt Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.50 
Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 

7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11.35 Film: 
Columbo: No Time to Die. (1992) 1.25 
The Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 1.55 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 3.00 Martin 
Clunes: Man to Manta. (R) 4.00 Film: 

For Your Eyes Only. (1981) James Bond 
spy thriller, starring Roger Moore. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. New series. 
Hidden-camera pranks. A trip to 
the vet ends in an unusual cat 
fight. 

8.00 Endeavour. As England and 
Argentina kick off in the World 
Cup quarter-final, Oxford’s streets 
are deserted. At an almost empty 
museum, Adrian Weiss, a 
specialist in heraldry and 
genealogy, is found dead - slain 
by a ceremonial dagger with links 
to 19th-century India. An entry in 
the visitors’ book leads Morse to a 
girls’ boarding school, where a 
note reading “Save Me” is 
mysteriously slipped into his coat 
pocket. Digging into the building’s 
troubled history, he finds a 
connection between Weiss’s 
untimely fate and a series of 
unsolved murders that occurred 
on the school’s grounds almost 
100 years earlier. 1960s-set 
drama, starring Shaun Evans, with 
Roger Allam, Anton Lesser, James 
Bradshaw and Abigail Thaw. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: 
Torvill & Dean. The ice-dancing 
duo discuss the challenges they 
have faced in life, including 
Christopher’s separation from his 
mother at a young age and Jayne’s 
struggle to start a family. (R) 

11.15The Cube. Two more contestants 
- Jamie from Edinburgh and Dean 
from Cardiff - try to complete 
tasks within the confines of the 
Cube. (R) 

12.15 The Store. 2.15 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.40 Street 
Velodrome. 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.35 How I Met Your Mother. 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Secret Eaters. (R) 

I. 30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.55 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

3.25 Film: Hairspray. (2007) Musical 
comedy. 5.40 Deal or No Deal. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 Lent Diaries. In the run-up to 
Easter, this series of short films 
provides an insight into the lives 
of people who worship in Britain’s 
West African churches. 

7.00 Iceman Murder Mystery. 

Scientists examine the preserved 
corpse of “Otzi”, a Neolithic man 
found frozen in a glacier in the Alps 
in 1991. They hope their autopsy 
will teach them more about life 
5,000 years ago - but have only 
eight hours to carry out their 
analysis before the body must be 
returned to storage to prevent 
decomposition. Will the experts be 
able to find out how he died? 

8.00 Return of the Black Death: Secret 
History. One of the most 
devastating pandemics in human 
history, the Black Death swept 
through London in 1348, killing 
old and young, rich and poor, 
within days of their first 
symptoms. Received wisdom has 
long suggested the culprit was 
bubonic plague, spread by the 
fleas of infected rats. This 
documentary follows experts from 
a range of disciplines as they pick 
through the evidence, reveal why 
the disease killed on such a large 
scale, and discuss how it still 
poses a threat today. 

9.00 Film: The Grey. (2011) Premiere. 
Eight oil rig workers end up 
stranded in the middle of the 
Alaskan tundra when the plane 
flying them home crashes. With 
limited supplies, they must make a 
gruelling journey across the icy 
wilderness to civilisation, but their 
situation is made more perilous 
when a pack of ferocious wolves 
begins stalking them. Adventure, 
starring Liam Neeson. 

II. 20 Film: What Lies Beneath. (2000) 

Supernatural thriller, starring 
Michelle Pfeiffer. 

1.40 The Good Wife. (R) 2.25 The Hotel. 
(R) 3.20 Secret Removers. (R) 4.15 
SuperScrimpers. (R) 4.40 Deal or No 
Deal. (R) 5.35 Kirstie’s Handmade 
Treasures. (R) 5.50 Deal or No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi and the 
Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble Guppies. (R) 

6.35 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.00 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 
7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Bert and Ernie’s 
Great Adventures. (R) 7.40 City of 
Friends. (R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 

8.10 The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps. (R) 

8.35 Mio Mao. (R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. 

(R) 10.00 Power Rangers Super 
Samurai. (R) 10.35 Power Rangers 
Megaforce. (R) 11.10 Gibraltar: Britain in 
the Sun. (R) 12.05 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 1.05 Film: National Security. (2003) 
Action comedy, starring Martin 
Lawrence and Steve Zahn. 2.45 Film: 

Are We Done Yet? (2007) Comedy 
sequel, starring Ice Cube. 4.30 Film: 
Alpha and Omega. (2010) Premiere. 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Justin Long. 

6.05 Film: Surf’s Up. (2007) Animated 
comedy about a penguin who 
leaves his Antarctic home to surf 
in a prestigious tournament on a 
tropical island. Featuring the 
voices of Jeff Bridges and Shia 
LaBeouf. 

7.45 5 News Weekend. 

7.50 Film: Ladder 49. (2004) A 
fireman becomes trapped in a 
burning building and, aware his 
chances of survival are slim, 
reflects on the events that led him 
to his chosen career. He recalls his 
rise from the station’s laughing 
stock to a respected member of 
the team, and the effect his 
dangerous profession has had on 
his family. Meanwhile, his mentor 
is battling to get him out of the 
building alive. Drama, with 
Joaquin Phoenix, John Travolta, 
Jacinda Barrett and Robert 
Patrick. Edited for language. 

10.00 Film: The Next Three Days. 

(2010) A professor tries to prove 
his imprisoned wife is innocent of 
murder, but when he fails, he 
decides to break her out instead. 
Drama, starring Russell Crowe. 

12.25 World’s Scariest Drivers. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Gibraltar: Britain in 
the Sun. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 
Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.10 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley Show. 
(R) 5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK: The Live Final 9.05 
Hair 10.05 Family Guy 10.50 American 
Dad! 11.35 Bad Education 12.05 Killer 
Magic 12.35 Impractical Jokers 1.35 Life 
and Death Row 3.50 Great Movie 
Mistakes: Revenge of the Fifth 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Film: The Man Who Knew Too 
Much (1956) 9.00 Doris Day: Virgin 
Territory 10.00 Hidcote: A Garden for All 
Seasons 11.00 Natural World 12.00 The 
Wonder of Weeds 1.00 Doris Day: Virgin 
Territory 2.00 Hidcote: A Garden for All 
Seasons 3.00 Natural World 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.55 You’ve Been Framed! 1.30 Film: 
Casper (1995) 3.35 Ant & Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway 5.00 Film: Cats & Dogs 
(2001) 6.55 Film: Year One (2009) 9.00 
Film: Fast & Furious (2009) 11.10 Party 
Wright Around the World 12.10 Tricked: 
Favourite Tricks 1.10 Mom 2.00 The 
Vampire Diaries 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.45 Rosemary & Thyme 2.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 5.55 Inspector Morse 
8.00 The Zoo 9.00 Birds of a Feather 

9.30 Vicious 10.05 Film: Something’s 
Gotta Give (2003) 12.40 Cracker 1.50 
Film: All Creatures Great and Small 
(1975) 3.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 
Emmerdale 

ITV4 

1.50 Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 

4.10 Film: Night Passage (1957) 6.00 
Storage Wars 8.00 Film: Where Eagles 
Dare (1969) 11.10 Film: Born on the 
Fourth of July (1989) 2.00 1 Want That 
Car 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 The 
Store 
E4 

12.35 Revenge 1.35 Rude(ish) Tube 

2.30 Come Dine with Me: Made in 
Chelsea Special 3.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 5.00 
The Tomorrow People 6.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Star Trek: Insurrection (1998) 
10.05 Rude Tube 11.05 My Mad Fat 
Diary 12.10 Rules of Engagement 1.10 
The Cleveland Show 2.05 Bob’s Burgers 
3.15 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

1.00 Eragon (2006) 3.00 At the Earth’s 
Core (1976) 4.50 Congo (1995) 6.55 The 
Company Men (2010) 9.00 Die Hard 2 
(1990) A lone cop battles terrorists who 
have taken over an airport to force the 
release of a convicted drug baron. 

Action thriller sequel, starring Bruce 
Willis and Bonnie Bedelia. 11.20 
Submarine (2010) 1.10 Ikiru (1952) 

4.00 Close 
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Great value coach h olidays 


H 1 1 1 11 m i Weekend Breaks 

from 


HolyTsUmd, 

Bamburgh* Northumberland 

Four nights dinner, 3 FR£E COA ch TRIPS! ^ 
bed & breakfast at # Holy lsland & Bamburgh 

the Britannia Hotel, m 


Woolsington 

MONDAYS 


Holy lsianaaoa...w~ 

, Alnwick & Alnmouth 

,Rothbury& Tynemouth 




— — 

5 DAY TOURS MON 14 APR 1 


Weston-s-Mare 

£ 149.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 129.95 

Sand Bay b Bath 

£ 179.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 129.95 

Torquay 

£ 129.95 

Pontins, Brean Sands 

£ 119.95 

Brighton b Sussex Coast 

£ 189.95 

Torquay b Eden Project 

£ 169.95 

4 DAY TOURS GOOD FRI18 APR 1 


Eastbourne 

£ 119.95 

Torquay 

£ 119.95 

Stratford b Cotswolds Cruise 

£ 129.95 

5 DAY TOURS EASTER MON 21 APR 1 


Torquay 

£ 129.95 

Weston-s-Mare 

£ 149.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 129.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 129.95 

Sand Bay b Bath 

£ 179.95 

Pontins Brean Sands 

£ 119.95 

Llandudno 

£ 139.95 

Torquay b Eden Project 

£ 169.95 

Blackpool 

£ 129.95 

5 DAY TOURS MON 28 APR 1 


Holy Island b Northumberland Coast 

£ 199.95 

Glenshee, Pitlochry & Cairngorms 

£ 179.95 

Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend 

£ 149.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 129.95 

Torquay b Eden Project 

£ 169.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 129.95 

Torquay 

£ 129.95 

Pontins, Brean Sands 

£ 119.95 

Sand Bay b Bath 

£ 179.95 

Newquay 

£ 139.95 

Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 

Or see ALL our latest offers at 1 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 


All coach travel b quality overnight 
dinner, bed b breakfast accommodation 

Windermere 

b Todmorden Market 

12 Apr, 10 May, 5 Jul, 2 Aug 


Peak District 

b Olde Worlde Cheshire 

10 May, 21 Jun, 5 Jul, 2, 23 Aug 


Llandudno & Chester 

Elvis Tribute Night Whitehouse Hotel 
25 Apr, 30 May | Plus 4 free drinks! Apr D 


Coronation Street 

The Tour b Chester 

24 May, 21 Jun, 19 Jul, 16 Aug 


^23 


Cardiff & Bath 

Murder Mystery Weekend 

26 Apr, 7 Jun, 26 Jul, 20 Sep 


^23 


Mersey Cruise 

Beatles Tour b Chester 

12, 26 Apr, 24 May, 21 Jun 


Bath b Dean Forest Steam 

Plus coffee ft cake on board! 4EESS 

3 May, 19 Jul, 2 Aug, 20 Sep 


Also available 

LONGLEAT 

ft BATH 

JERSEY BOYS 

LONDON 

BUCK PALACE 

fr PARLIAMENT 

19 Apr, 17 May 2 days 

27 Sep 2 days 

2,9,16 Aug 2 days 

LEGOLAND 

& LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

SETTLE-CARLISLE 
RAILWAY & HAWORTH 

3 May, 21 Jun 2 days 

EPrm 

12,19,26 Apr 2 days 

7 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days 

VPkffl 

EXETER 
& TORQUAY 

DISNEYLAND 

PARIS 

STONEHENGE 

& WEYMOUTH 

26 Apr 2 days 

various dates 4/5 days 

msm 

2,23 May 4 days 


• Downton Abbey • Tall Ships 

• Dorset Steam Fair • Edinburgh Tattoo 

• Buckingham Palace • Harry Potter at Warners 

• Chelsea/Hampton Court/Southport/Harrogate/Arley/ 
Flower Shows • Farnborough/Fairford Air Shows 

• Blackpool Lights • Coronation Street 

• Miss Saigon • Phantom • Wicked 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


Plimbley Travel 

Luxury Coach Travel 
™ Door - to - Door Pick-ups 

MAY 2-5 

LINCOLNSHIRE DAMBUSTERS STORY 

£229 HB 

MAY 5-10 

ISLE OFWIGHT-TROUVILLE HOTEL 

£335 HB 

MAY 12-16 

WEYMOUTH-RUSSELL HOTEL 

£255 HB 

MAY 19-24 

LOCH LOMOND - WINNOCK HOTEL (FALKIRK WHEEL & PANDA EXPERIENCE) £395 HB 

MAY 19-23 

EASTBOURNE-CUMBERLAND HOTEL 

£249 HB 

MAY 26-30 

WEYMOUTH -FAIRHAVEN HOTEL 

£285 HB 

MAY 26-30 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE ■ NEW BIRCHFIELD HOTEL (FREE HOUSE BAR 6-10PM) £265 

MAY 30-JUN 3 

SIDMOUTH - ROYAL YORK & FAULKNER HOTEL 

£359 HB 

JUN 1-8 

EASTBOURNE-CONGRESS HOTEL 

£379 HB 

JUN 2-6 

TORQUAY-DERWENT HOTEL (DRINKS INCLUSIVE) 

£285 

JUN 9-13 

CUMBRIA (WITH CARLISLE-SETTLE RAILWAY) 

£315 HB 

JUN 14-21 

LLANDUDNO-QUEENS HOTEL 

£395 HB 

JUN 15-20 

TENBY-BELGRAVE HOTEL 

£315 HB 

JUN 16-20 

LAKE DISTRICT-BURNSIDE HOTEL 

£359 HB 

JUN 20-23 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE AIRSHOW WEEKEND 

£165 HB 

JUN 21-27 

ISLE OFWIGHT-OCEAN HOTEL 

£389 HB 

JUN 21-28 

SKEGNESS-SAVOY HOTEL 

£375 HB 

JUN 23-2 

BOURNEMOUTH-CLIFFESIDE HOTEL 

£275 HB 

JUN 25-29 

TORQUAY-REGINA HOTEL 

£275 HB 

JUN 29-JULY 5 

JERSEY-THE MAYFAIR 

£469 HB 

JULY 13-19 

GREAT YARMOUTH - THE RAYNSCOURT HOTEL 

£345 HB 

AUG 1-3 

EDINBURGH TATTOO 

£265 HB 

20 1 4 Brochures Now 

Available 

01902 789723/0121 

309 0233 


www.plimbleytrave 

1.co.uk 


Denture Care 



New dentures will i 
allow you to Eat, 
Smile and Talk 
with confidence! 


• New Dentures 

• Copy Dentures 

• Natural Looking 

• Denture Repair 


Home Visits Available 


Providing a professional, personal Si discreet service. 
Patient satisfaction is our highest priority. 

Over 18 years experience in dentistry. 


Call for a FREE Consultation 

01384 468 648 

15b Halesowen Road, Netherton, Dudley DY2 9QG 
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M Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

Columbo: The Most Dangerous Match, Channel 5, 
3.20pm 

An American chess champion fears he is about to be 
beaten by a superior player from Russia, and decides 
the only sure-fire way he can avoid defeat is by 
murdering his opponent. Detective drama, starring Peter 
Falk, Laurence Harvey and Jack Kruschen. (1973) 

TUESDAY 

The Box, BBC1,11.20pm 

A couple are given a mysterious wooden box with a 
button on it and told that if they press it, they will be 
given a million dollars but that someone somewhere in 
the world will die. After pressing the button, they fear 
they may be the next victim when the box is passed on, 
and try to find out how and why this is happening. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Cameron Diaz and James Marsden. (2008) 

WEDNESDAY 

Employee of the Month, Channel 4,12.35am 

A lazy shelf stacker suddenly finds the motivation for 
hard work when he becomes smitten with a new 
cashier who only dates men who have been awarded 
employee of the month. However, he faces stiff 
competition for both the title and the girl in the shape of 
an ambitious checkout attendant. Comedy, starring 
Dane Cook, Dax Shepard and Jessica Simpson. (2006) 



THURSDAY 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, BBC2, 9pm 

Bruno, a boy in Nazi Germany, moves to the country 
when his father is placed in charge of a concentration 
camp. While exploring the woods close to the facility’s 
boundary, he spots a Jewish youngster being held 
there, and the two become friends - but Bruno remains 
innocently oblivious to the camp’s true purpose. Drama, 
starring David Thewlis and Jack Scanlon. (2008) 

FRIDAY 

The Bourne Identity, ITV, 10.35pm 

A fishing boat crew plucks a man out of the sea with 
two bullet wounds in his back and a safe-deposit 
number sewn into his skin - but absolutely no memory 
of who he is or how he got there. In the search for his 
true identity, he is pursued by assassins - but his skill 
at evading them suggest his own past is far from 
straightforward. Thriller, starring Matt Damon. (2002) 

Shooting Dogs, BBC2,12.05am 

Drama set against the backdrop of the Rwandan 
genocide. Two Englishmen - one an idealistic teacher, 
the other a world-weary priest - must decide whether to 
flee to safety or stay and help the Tutsi refugees who 
have taken shelter from the Hutu in a local school. 
Starring John Hurt and Hugh Dancy. (2006) 


A new take on 


upsets 

W hen it was first announced, 
the BBC’s First World War 
season seemed to be heavy 
on documentaries (as you would 
expect) and little else. 

However, this new drama series 
should prove to be one of the 
highlights. 

It’s been painstakingly researched 
by writer Sarah Phelps, who has 
aimed to bring back to life what it 
was like to work in and be treated at 
a tented field hospital near the front 
line in France. 

“I hope viewers get a sense of the 
scale of the war, and that it comes 
from it from a slightly different 
perspective,” says Phelps. “Not at the 
Front, we are further back, but 
nonetheless this is where men were 
healed and put back together again, 
or not, and there’s a real sense of 
being at the cutting edge of life and 
death.” 

The writer, who previous worked 
with executive producer Anne 
Pivcevic on an adaptation of Great 
Expectations, took the book The 
Roses of No Man’s Land by Lyn 


the old 


MacDonald as a starting point before 
embarking on further reading. 

“I am amazed at the stuff I never 
knew, especially about the medical 
and the surgical and the nursing 
aspects,” she reveals. 

“I found looking at contemporary 
photographs at the time - cameras 
were banned at the Front but people 
sneaked them through and took all 
sorts of pictures - they tell an 
incredible story.” 

She adds: “One of my favourite bits 
and the most resonant for me was 
an ad hoc journal that had been 
typed up, and it was memories of 
hospital... 

“This tiny little description of the 
sound of a young volunteer girl from 
a sheltered background in England, 
who was now standing in a tented 
ward somewhere in France, whisking 
egg whites with a fork, to feed to a 
man whose face had been blown off 
- the sound of her fork against the 
side of the bowl - that’s an image 
that went like a knife into my heart.” 

Phelps has incorporated that story 
in the screenplay, and it’s touching 


caring 


guard 

moments and details such as that 
which helped attract a starry cast - 
Suranne Jones, Hermione Norris, 
Oona Chaplin and Kerry Fox are 
among those bringing the characters 
to life. 

“I think with casting we got some 
brilliant people in,” explains Phelps. 
“Generally you watched the 
auditions, and you knew when that 
person had arrived. You know when 
that character is there! 

“It’s really exciting when you know 
that right actor has arrived and is 
doing it right in front of you. That’s a 
real thrill.” 

The first episode follows the 
fortunes of Kitty, Flora and Rosalie 
when they volunteer to work at a 
busy war hospital. 

They face as tough a battle as 
the men at the Front - although their 
fight involves keeping soldiers alive 
and tending to their often terrible 
wounds. 

By the end of the day the girls 
have been joined by Sister Joan 
Livesey, whose modern approach 
ruffles a few feathers... 



Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Undeniable 
ITV, 9pm 

If the fact that this thriller is written by acclaimed 
writer Chris Lang isn’t enough to make you drop 
what you’re doing and tune in, how about the fact 
that the likes of renowned actors Claire Goose and 
Peter Firth are signed up to the leads? Yes, we 
thought that might get your attention. Jane Phillips 
(Goose) was just seven years old at the time of a 
brutal attack which she survived, but left her 
mother dead - and the killer was never found. Now, 
Jane is pregnant with her second child, and as she 
attends an antenatal clinic, she claps eyes on the 
man she’s adamant is responsible for her mother’s 
death. But Andrew Rawlins (Firth) is in fact a well- 
respected consultant oncologist and Jane has 
wrongly identified suspects before... 

The Treasure Hunters 
BBC1,9pm 

As you can probably imagine, the precious metals 
industry is big business - the clue is in the name: 
‘precious! So with all manner of multinational 
companies out to find the world’s natural treasures, 
Dallas Campbell and Ellie Harrison may have their 
work cut out tracking down some of their own - but 
they’re no strangers to a challenge, having 
presented numerous science and wildlife based 
programmes between them. That’s what this new 
two-parter is all about: science and nature combine 
as the pair travel the world in search of truly 
spectacular hauls, whether it’s gems, minerals and 
metals, or the lucrative by-products of marine 
wildlife - including pearls and ambergris. 


TUESDAY 

The Battle for Britain’s Breakfast 
BBC2, 9pm 

In the red corner: TV-am, including the likes of 
Anne Diamond, Nick Owen, David Frost, Angela 
Rippon, Lorraine Kelly and Kay Burley; in the blue 
corner: the BBC’s Breakfast Time, with the likes of 
Sue Cook, Jill Dando, Fern Britton, David Icke, 
Nick Ross and Jeremy Paxman.Thus the battle 
lines were drawn in 1983, when breakfast 
television rose to prominence and the two big 
players fought for supremacy for the best part of a 
decade. In this documentary, famous faces from 
morning TV shows past and present drop in to 
discuss what life was like before this time, when 
morning viewing choices were limited to 
educational shows or the test card, and after. 

WEDNESDAY 

Ian Hislop’s Olden Days - The Power of 
the Past in Britain 
BBC2, 9pm 

It’s no secret that we British have a long-held 
fascination with the past, which just means 
that the Beeb have even more license to 
throw another remarkable documentary 
into the schedules - and Ian Hislop’s 
added his name to the latest films. The ^ 
satirist explores our obsession with 
the olden days, and reveals how and 
why we seem to constantly hark 
back to the past to make sense of 
the present. Over the next three 
weeks, drawing upon the work 
of Britain’s minstrels, 


storytellers, poets, painters and architects, Ian will 
demonstrate how influential the olden days have 
always been. In the first instalment, he reveals how 
from 1066 to today, we’ve looked back to the Dark 
Ages, and explores various spins put on the lives 
of King Arthur and Alfred the Great through the 


The £60,000 Puppy: Cloning Man’s Best 
Friend 

Channel 4,10pm 

Sooam Biotech might not mean anything to you at 
the moment - but it soon will. That’s 
because after viewing this 
programme, you’re not likely to 
forget it in a hurry. Sooam Biotech 
are the only company in the 
world with the technology to 
clone dogs, and Britain’s most 
obsessive dog owners have 
been given the chance to 
‘immortalise’ their canine friend 
free - quite a bargain, really, 
given that the process 
usually costs £60,000. 
Cameras follows the South 
Korean team as they travel 
our land, meeting eccentric 
dog lovers who can’t even 
contemplate life without their 
pet. The film looks at the 
initial meetings throughout 
the cloning process, and 
the cutting-edge science 
■ behind it. 



Undeniable, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


THURSDAY 

Digby Jones: The New Troubleshooter 
BBC2, 8pm 

No offence to Mary ‘Queen of Shops’ Portas, Alex 
‘The Fixer’ Polizzi, or Gordon Ramsay and his 
Kitchen Nightmares, but for many people, the 
ultimate TV business guru is former ICI chairman 
John Harvey-Jones, better known to viewers in the 
1990s as The Troubleshooter. So, Digby Jones has 
a big job ahead of him as he takes on the mantle 
for this new, three-part series - but luckily his CV 
suggests he’s the perfect person to advise 
struggling businesses. The first enterprise to get 
the benefit of his expertise is Hereford Furniture, a 
family-owned company which recently recorded a 
loss. They grant Jones access to every area of the 
operation over the course of five months - but will 
they agree with his conclusions? 

FRIDAY 

The Trip to Italy 
BBC2,10pm 

Series one of this Steve Coogan/Rob Brydon 
comedy travelogue was one of the most engaging 
shows of recent years, and this second episode, 
partly set at sea, is a welcome break from the road 
trip format. Aside from colouring in Coogan’s 
relationship with his screen son (who’s in Ibiza), we 
suspect all is not well with Brydon’s screen wife; at 
least he lightens the mood with more default Tom 
Jones impressions. When the travelling mates 
aren’t on a yacht with their Sloane ranger guide 
(Anthony Hopkins/Captain Bligh impression 
provided as standard), they’re sampling more fine 
Italian cuisine while reflecting on middle age. 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

3* Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Great^ralue coach holidays 


Cumbrae Island 

Ayrshire Coast b Isle of Bute 

4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the Adamton 
Hotel, near Ayr. 250 bedroom country hotel in 20 
acres of private ground near the seaside resort of Ayr 



THREE FREE COACH TRIPS 

• Largs & Firth of Clyde _ 
cruise to Cumbrae Island A 

• Ayr, Girvan b Culzean Bay 

• Cruise across the Kyles 
of Bute to Rothesay plus 
Round The Island Tour 


...LOTS MORE HOLIDAYS FROM JUST £49.95 

plus London Shows, Continental Tours & UK Seaside Breaks 

visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



Mondays 
0*9/26 May 
' \° Jun 

Vo 1 ' 18 
*'8,15 Sep 
6/27 Oct 

Coaches depart from 
your local West Midlands 
pick-up point 

;Trawelstyle 

■ miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 
0844 288 0830 
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OUR PLAICE, DUDLEY 
ROAD, HALESOWEN 
TEL: 0121 550 0229 































Brain Gym 


No.267 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


s 

2 

F 

3 

B 

K 

5 

o 

6 

u 

7 

N 

8 

D 

9 

H 

10 

L 

p 

12 

T 

13 

Q 

14 

V 

15 

c 

16 

z 

17 

E 

18 

R 

19 

G 

20 

21 

A 

22 

M 

23 

w 

24 

J 

25 

Y 

26 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Standard features 
of many thorough¬ 
fares (6-5) 

9. Sister who stays in 
a singular state (3) 

10. Those chosen rode 
with the conductor 

(9) 

11. Insist on only what 
is right? (5) 

13. Jack Brown’s popu¬ 
lar in Scotland (7) 

14. Time when all 
assets were frozen 
(3,3) 

16. Discovers Eastern 
secret agents (6) 

18. Inane is another 
way of putting this 
(7) 

19. Different names for 
a minister’s house 
(5) 

20. Sid cheats perhaps 
and is punished (9) 

21. So unhealthy 
sounding (3) 

22. No more stars for 
star-gazers (11) 


Down 

2. Not up to 100 mph? 
(3) 

3. Not inclined to build 

(5) 

4. Not a musical score 

( 6 ) 

5. Dresses at first then 
grows weary (7) 

6. Trying time for a 
beginner (9) 

7. What is left (11) 

8. Doggedness is 
derived from its 
presence (11) 

12. They’re a blend of 
the main races (9) 
15. Proverbially it’s not 
an indication of gold 
(7) 

17. Time to make things 
palatable (6) 

19. Either way, it’s a 
mode of address (5) 
21. One may be entitled 
to be called it (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Ruling (11) 

2. Regret (3) 

9. Single (3) 

3. Evade (5) 

10. Specific (9) 

4. Deaden sound (6) 

11. Male duck (5) 

5. Unceasing (3,4) 

13. Correspondence (7) 

6. Dignity (9) 

14. Lure (6) 

7. Unfeeling (4,7) 

16. Oration (6) 

8. Tenant (11) 

18. Compunction (7) 

12. Robot (9) 

19. Blackboard support (5) 

15. Bearer (7) 

20. Disentangle (9) 

17. Leave (6) 

21. Colour (3) 

19. Bring to bear (5) 

22. Unthankfulness (11) 

21. Concealed (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Miss; 3 Illusory; 9 Tedious; 
10 Fitly; 11 Disinherited; 13 Retire; 15 Accrue; 

17 Empty protest; 20 Crown; 21 Incense; 22 
Refusing; 23 Digs. Down: 1 Matadors; 2 Sides; 

4 Lasses; 5 Unfair choice; 6 Outwear; 7 Yo-yo; 

8 Corner stones; 12 Meatless; 14 Time off; 16 
Option; 18 Ennui; 19 Scar. QUICK - Across: 

1 Sewn; 3 Acquired; 9 Propose; 10 Defer; 11 
Highland reel; 13 Refund; 15 Blithe; 17 Combina¬ 
tions; 20 Limbo; 21 Elector; 22 Sunshade; 23 
Onus. Down: 1 Sapphire; 2 Wrong; 4 Cleans; 5 
Underclothes; 6 Reflect; 7 Dare; 8 Polling booth; 
12 Censures; 14 Footman; 16 Indeed; 18 Often; 
19 Plus. 


Do you organise events? 


Get your event listed on all the important sites and 
publications including The Guardian Guide, 

Time Out, The List and local press. 

Simple, free, and all in one place. 

to list your next event. 


www.listora.me/201^ 


AsIScunoN EListora 



Victoria Falls 

Botswana Safari and Cape Town 

Beginning in Zambia, staying close to the spectacular Victoria 
Falls, the largest single body of falling water in the world, a 
sunset cruise along the mighty Zambezi on the African Queen 
will be the first spectacular experience. As the boat glides 
across this expanse of a river inhabited by hippo and 
crocodiles, simply relax in a wicker armchair and absorb the 
unique surroundings. 

At Victoria Falls, a guided walking tour is included with other 
options to view the spectacular falls from either a cruise, a 
helicopter flight or from a micro-light aircraft. 

On the Botswana Safari travel in a specially adapted 10-seater 
open-sided safari vehicle and see a wide variety of game 
including monkeys, warthogs and even leopards plus the 
chance to see cats, giraffe and elephants - it’s an experience 
not to be forgotten so remember to pack a camera! 

A second cruise, this time along the Chobe River, almost I 
guarantees sightings of elephant and hippo, then a visit to 
Cape Point passes the fishing harbour of Hout Bay. 
Continuing on, see the breathtakingly scenic Chapman’s 
Peak Drive, full of rugged seascapes and cliffs to the Cape 
of Good Hope Nature Reserve. 

At Cape Point itself see the confluence of the Indian and 
Atlantic Ocean then it’s on to Boulders Beach to see the 
resident penguin colony. 

On the Winelands tour, a visit to the small town of Franschoek 
is included home to South Africa’s most prestigious university 
and where period buildings and historic streets reinforce the 
town’s dignified atmosphere. A cellar tour and tasting at the 
award-winning Boschendal Wine Estate is included. 

The touring holiday ends in Cape Town. Take time to explore 
the excellent shopping and dining available, take the cable 
car to the summit of Table Mountain and, weather permitting, 
visit Robben Island where Nelson Mandela spent most of his 
27 years incarceration. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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11 days FROM £2,499* 

Various departure dates 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return scheduled flights 

• Eight nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Three evening meals and two lunches 

• Experience Victoria Falls 

• Explore Botswana’s vast Chobe National Park 

• Sunset cruise on the African Queen 

• Tour to the Cape of Good Hope 

• Tour the Western Cape’s Winelands 

• Other optional excursions are available to book 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 


* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 


Galilee and the Dead Sea 

Jerusalem and the Holy Land represent an extraordinary 
collection of both classical and Biblical sites unmatched 
anywhere in the world. 

The ancient city of Caesarea is the first visit where a guided tour is 
included. Built by King Herod as capital of Roman Judea, it was the 
biggest port in the Eastern Mediterranean and today has a host of 
superb remains to explore. 

Then it’s on to the amazing city of Acre. Explore the beautifully vaulted 
and huge Knights Halls which are in a state of almost unrivalled 
preservation and display medieval European military architecture. A 
stop in Nazareth is then made to visit the great church of the 
annunciation before continuing on to Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee. 

Crossing the Sea of Galilee by boat a visit is made to Capernaum, 
where Jesus lived, and nearby is Tabgha, the site of the miracle of the 
feeding of the 5,000. Overlooking the whole area is the Mount of 
Beatitudes, where Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount. 

Surrounded by haunting desert scenery is the Dead Sea. Take a dip 
and bob like a cork - definitely one of life’s must-do experiences! Then 
journey to the spectacular fortress of Masada, the site of one of the 
ancient Roman’s greatest sieges and where the desert climate has 
preserved the site and the eight Roman encampments surrounding 
the fortress. 

In Jerusalem there’s so much to see and experience. Visit the Mount 
of Olives and the world’s oldest continually used cemetery for a 
panoramic view of the ancient city, punctuated by the beautiful Dome 
of the Rock where Muhammed rose to heaven. 

After touring the Garden of Gethsemane, enter the warren of streets 
and alleyways that make up the Old City. Visit the Western Wall and 
walk along the Via Dolorosa before finally arriving at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre built over Golgotha where Jesus was crucified. The 
decoration here is astounding and contains the final five Stations of 
the Cross, the church is uniquely shared between the Catholic, 
Orthodox and Armenian churches. 

A visit to the Yad Vashem is where the Holocaust memorial is located 
and the Shrine of the Book where the Dead Sea Scrolls are displayed. 

Finally, arriving in Bethlehem, visit the Church of the Nativity and 
Shepherd’s Fields. It is one of the oldest churches in the Holy Land 
still in use and marks the site where the Virgin Mary is said to have 
given birth to Jesus. 


Eight days FROM £1,399* 

Various departure dates 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of Caesarea, ancient capital of Judea 

• Walking tour of Acre and the Old City of Jerusalem 

• Boat cruise on the Sea of Galilee 

• Visit Masada, the Sermon on the Mount and 
Church of the Multiplication 

• See Nazareth and the Church of the Annunciation 

• Guided visit to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

• Visit the Dome of the Rock and the Western Wall 

• Visit Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity 

• See the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Yad Vashem 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

Certain entrance fees payable locally 

* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


For a brochure call the Promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Bromsgrove Road£875 pcm+Fees 
Located in the desirable area of Romsley. This unfurnished 
semi detached house features gas central heating, modern 
and spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, loft space, front & 
rear gardens, garage, fantastic views. Viewing strongly 
recommended. EPC: E 


HALESOWEN, Newton Court£750 pcm+Fees 

A recently converted 3 bedroom 1st floor apartment finished 
to an extremely high standard and centrally located with 
commuter links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 2 
double bedrooms, both with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, 
1 single bedroom, secondary glazing throughout. Allocated 
parking. Viewings recommended. EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Nimmings Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Large end terraced property close to Blackheath Town 
Centre & Rowley Regis Train Station. Featuring a spacious 
lounge, fitted kitchen/dining area, 3 bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower, central heating, double glazing, rear garden 
with garage to rear of property + driveway parking for up to 3 
cars. Available immediately. EPC: D 



BIRMINGHAM, City Heights£650 pcm+Fees 

A furnished 2nd floor apartment in the centre of Birmingham. 
Featuring 2 double bedrooms, open plan lounge/kitchen, 
electric storage heating, bathroom with shower, parking 
space, close to Snow Hill Train Station and walking distance 
to the cit^enti^^oU(j3^TTissec^PC^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Wroxley House£625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This luxury 1 st floor apartment 
offers spacious accommodation including open plan lounge/ 
kitchen and diner with balcony, 2 double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, further well appointed bathroom with shower, 
gas central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. 
EPC: B 


BRIERLEY HILL, Stockwell Avenue£625 pcm+Fees 
Early viewing is essential for this 3 bedroom semi-detached 
home in a popular location with accommodation comprising 
of entrance hall, lounge, dining room, new fitted kitchen, 3 
bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom with shower, off road parking 
and front and rear gardens. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Cherry Orchard Avenue£600 pcm+Fees 
Situated in a well sought after location of Halesowen. This 
well presented 2 bedroom semi detached house features 1 
double and 1 large single bedroom, fitted kitchen with dining 
area, great size lounge, house bathroom with shower, gas 
central heating, double glazing, driveway parking, garage to 
rear, front anch^ai+|aixjen^PC^(^^^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Middlefield Gardens£595 pcm+Fees 
First floor apartment in Hurst Green. Set within well 
maintained gardens, this apartment features a large lounge, 2 
double and 1 single bedroom, fitted kitchen with applicances, 
house bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing, parking area and communual gardens. Available 


ROWLEY REGIS, Old Bridge Walk£550 pcm+Fees 
A spacious refubished 3 bedroom house in quiet residential 
area. Large lounge/dining area, fitted kitchen, 3 good size 
bedrooms, bathroom suite with shower. Electric central 
heating, rear garden with off road parking. A lovely property 



NETHERTON, Purlin Wharf £550 pcm+Fees 

A very presentable, unfurnished 1st floor apartment on this 
popular development, over looking the canal. Featuring 2 
double bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with fridge 
freezer, master bedroom with en-suite, family bathroom with 
hair wash shower only, double glazing, electric heating, 1 
allocate^arkin^gac^/iewin^iighl^commende^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Hawne Court£525 pcm+Fees 

Located in a quiet, desirable neighbourhood is this well kept 
ground floor apartment situated at the end of a peaceful cul 
de sac, offering a spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen 
with built-in appliances, 2 double bedrooms, gas central 
heating, bathroom with fitted shower, allocated parking space 


HALESOWEN, Upper Ashley Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Set in this quiet residential area close to Blackeath Town 
Centre is this lovely modern mid-terraced home featuring 
lounge, fitted kitchen with gas oven/hob, 1 double & 1 large 
single bedroom, shower room, gas central heating, rear 
gardei^n^arldn^oi^ar^jnfurnishe^PC^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Reddal Hill Road£525 pcm+Fees 
Modern 2 bedroom ground floor flat within walking distance 
to shops and transport links. This property features a 
spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms both with fitted 
wardrboes, bathroom with shower,electric storage heaters, 
double glazing, allocated parking. Available immediately. 
EPC: C _ 


HALESOWEN, Cavalier Drive£525 pcm+Fees 

Located within walking distance of central Halesowen. This 
modern unfurnished 3rd floor apartment, briefly comprising 
of: spacious living room with a door leading to your own 
balcony, fitted kitchen with white goods, 2 bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, communal gardens, allocated parking 
space. EPC: D _ 


HALESOWEN, Peckingham Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully refurbished with original features maintained and 
fantastic convenience centre of town. Ring us now to view 
this lovely light, airy apartment, modern kitchen with new 
appliances and useful utility room. With 2 double bedrooms, 
this is a must see exceptional apartment. EPC: TBC 



CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£495 pcm+Fees 
Situated in this popular residential area, is this top floor 
apartment, which overlooks the canal and has its own 
balcony, comprising of 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, access to balcony from 
the master bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing, 
aNoca^^addn^/Velhwortl^iynsgectioi^PC^^^ 
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HALESOWEN, Albany Court£475 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor flat in a sought after location. 
Featuring 2 large double bedrooms, large living room, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower. Other benefits include electric 
storage heating, communal gardens, parking. Available 
12/04/14. EPC: TBC 



BRIERLEY HILL, Foxdale Drive£475 pern i Fees 
This unfurnished end terraced property is in close proximity 
to both Merry Hill Shopping Centre and Brierley Hill. The 
house features 1 double bedroom with fitted wardrobes and 
1 single bedroom, house bathroom with shower, nice size 
lounge, fitted kitchen, allocated parking, small front garden. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Upper Ashley Street£425 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished maisonette which has been fully refurbished 
and is close to local shops and bus links. This lovely flat 
features electric storage heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedroon^howenmom^ai1(in^gac^^PC^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Apperley Way£375 pcm+Fees 

Quiet location. An opportunity to acquire a spacious 1 st floor 
part furnished to suit apartment on the popular Homer Hill 
estate, comprises 1 double bedroom with fitted wardrobes, 
lounge with dining table and chairs/side table/coffee table, 
fitted kitchen with white goods, modern house bathroom with 
shower ^rivewa^addn^dea^oi+imUim^entei^PC^ 


DUDLEY, Austin House £355 pcm+Fees 

Modem re-furbished ground floor flat available, communal 
entrance, open plan lounge with kitchen, double bedroom and 
shower room. Electric storage heaters, newly fitted carpet, 
property alarmed, allocated parking, security light. EPC: D 


fPr operty 


Seven-bedroom property 
with spectacular views 




AN ATTRACTIVE seven-bed¬ 
room house, Highcroft in 
Wolverhampton Road, off 
Charnwood Avenue, Sedg- 
ley, is for sale through Roden 
Boydell at £369,950. 

It is of considerable style and char¬ 
acter is in a delightful location with 
panoramic views. 

The detached home comprises a 
porch, reception hall, sitting and draw¬ 
ing rooms, panelled dining room, din¬ 
ing kitchen, utility room, garden room, 
study, cloakroom, seven bebdrooms, 
three en suite and bathroom. Contact 
Roden Boydell on 01902 881188 or 
visit www.rodenboydell.com 




Detached bungalow has 
plenty of style on offer 

A DELIGHTFULLY presented 
and stylish two-bedroomed 
detached bungalow, 242c 
Delph Road, Brierley Hill, is 
ideal for a couple in search of 
a pleasant property in a good 
area. 

It is for sale through Jon Stani- 
er at £154,950. 

It comes with gas central heating 
and double glazing. 

There is a porch/entrance hall, 
lounge, fitted kitchen, two bedrooms 
(the master bedroom having fitted 
wardrobes), conservatory and shower 
room. 

There are gardens to the front and 
rear of the house and there is drive¬ 
way parking for two cars at the front. 

For further information contact Jon 
Stanier on 01384 77877 or visit www. 
jonstanier.co.uk 
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YOUR MOVE 



SUNNYBANK ROAD 

• Immaculate Detached Bungalow EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Fitted Breakfast Kitchen Conservatory 

• Three Bedrooms Master En-suite Family Bathroom W/c 
• Side Garage Driveway garden To The Rear 
• Internal Viewing Highly Recommended 


£340,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 


NEWBURY CLOSE 

• Modern Detached Property EPC Rating C 
• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen/Breakfast Room Conservatory 
Cloaks W/c 

• Four Bedrooms Master En-suite Family Bathroom 
• Integral Garage Driveway Front and Rear Gardens 
• Viewing Recommended No Upward Chain 

£244,950 QUINTON 0121 421 7766 


OLDBURY 



OAK ROAD 

• TraditionalBay Fronted Link Detached Property EPC Rating C 
• Lounge Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Family Bathroom W/c 
• Benefiting From A Gas Fired Central Heating System and 
Double Glazing 

• Side Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

£199,950 QUINTON 0121 4217766 


The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 


BARTLEY GREEN 


PRIMROSE WOODS 

• Modern Detached Property EPC Rating C 
• Lounge Conservatory Fitted Kitchen Cloakroom W/c 
• Three Bedrooms Shower Room 
• Garage Driveway Front and Rear Gardens 
• Internal Viewing Highly Recommended 


£190,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



CASTLE ROAD WEST 

• Extended Semi Detached Property Awaiting EPC Rating 

• Lounge Dining Room Fitted Kitchen Downstairs Shower 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Drive To Front Garden To The Rear 
• Viewing Recommended No Upward Chain 

£189,950 QUINTON 0121 4217766 




QUINTON 


QUINTON 


QUINTON LANE 

• Traditional Semi Detached Property Awaiting EPC Rating 

• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom Separate W/c 

• Block Paved Drive Large Rear Garden Double Garage To 

The Rear 

• Internal Viewing Recommended 

£185,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 


UPPER MEADOW ROAD 

• Immaculate Bay Fronted Semi Detached Property Awaiting EPC 

Rating 

• Lounge Kitchen-Dining Room 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room 

• Benefiting From A Gas Central Heating System and Double Glazing 

• Block Paved Driveway Large Rear Garden Garage To The Rear 

£167,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 


CHICHESTER DRIVE 

• Modern Semi Detached Property EPC Rating C 

• Lounge/Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room Separate W/c 

• Benefiting From a Gas Fired Central Heating System and 
Double Glazing 

• Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

£1 59,950 QUINTON 0121 421 7766 


WESTMEAD DRIVE 

• Modern Semi Detached Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Spacious Kitchen-Diner 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Garage Drive Gardens To Front Rear and Side 
• Cul-de-sac Location Viewing Recommended 


£140,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 


HIGH STREET 

• Period End Terrace Property EPC Rating E 
• Lounge Fitted Kitchen Conservatory 
• Two bedrooms Shower Room 
• Gardens To The Front and Rear 
• Internal Viewing Highly Recommended 


£135,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



PINKNEY PLACE 

• Semi Detatched Property EPC Rating E 
• Property Benefits From Double Glazing and a Gas Central 
Heating System 
• Lounge Kitchen Cloaks W/c 
• Three Bedrooms bathroom W/c 
• Front and rear Gardens Shared Drive Detached Garage 

£ 120,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



WORCESTER ROAD 

•Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 
• Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, Utility/Cloakroom 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Property benefits From A Gas Central Heating System and Double Glazing 
• Driveway To the Front Garden To The rear 
A traditional mid terrace property which benefits from double glazing and a gas fired 

£118,500 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



OX LEASOW 

• Spacious Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen-Diner Cloakroom W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Family bathroom W/c 

• Garage and Drive To The Front 
• Garden To The Rear Of The Property 


£ 100,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



WOODGATE GARDENS 

• Mid Terraced Properly EPC Rating D 
• Lounge Kitchen-Diner Cloakroom W/c 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Front and Rear Gardens 
• Recently Re-furbished No Upward Chain 


£99,950 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



GRAZEBROOK CROFT 

• End Terrace Property EPC Rating D 
• Enclosed Porch Lounge Kitchen-Diner 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Gardens To The Front and Rear 

• Cul-de-sac Location 


£90,000 QUINTON 0121 4217766 



GLYN FARM ROAD 

• Semi Detached Property 
• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Family Bathroom W/c 
• Parking To The Front Garden To The Rear 


WORLDS END LANE 

• Traditional Semi Detached Property 
• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen Downstairs W/c 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Off Road Parking To The Front Garden To The Rear 


RIDGACRE ROAD 

• Traditional Semi Detached Property 

• Lounge Kitchen/Dining Room Conservatory 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Block Paved Frontage Garden To The Rear 


JIGGINS LANE 

• Mid Terrace Property 
• Lounge Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Front and Rear Gardens 


• Awaiting EPC Rating 


• Awaiting EPC Rating 


QUINTON 0121 


QUINTON 0121 


QUINTON 


GLYN ROAD 

• Traditional Semi Detached Properly 

• Lounge Dining Room Conservatory Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Driveway to The Front Garden To The Rear 


NIMMINGS ROAD 

• End Terrace Property 
• Lounge Kitchen/Dining Room 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Two Car Drive rear Garden Garage Er 


FALLOW WALK 

• End Terrace Property 
Lounge Kitchen-Diner Cloakroom W/c 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Double Glazed Garden To The Rear 
. EPC=E 


FARLEY COURT 

• Modern Style Apartment 

• Open Plan Living Room Fitted Kitchen 

• Large Double Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• Allocated Parking Area 


• Awaiting EPC Rating 


• Awaiting EPC Rating 


QUINTON 0121 4217766 


QUINTON 0121 4217766 


QUINTON 0121 4217766 


QUINTON 0121 4217766 



QUINTON 


QUINTON 




QUINTON 


BARTLEY GREEN 



Lettings. 

We make it easy. 


675 pcm 


675pcm 


55 


540 pcm 


HALESOWEN 


WOODGATE 


ROWLEY REGIS 




Why do it yourself when 
Your Move can help? 


O 


Call your local branch for 
more details 01000 000000* 


YOUR MOVE 


650 pcm 


650p 


525 PCM 


450pcm 


sales lettings 


mortgages 536 Hagley Road West, B 68 0BZ ©01214217766 /1RLtN 
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Scriven & Co* 


Advising on 
Buying and Selling 
property for over 
75 years 


Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 

www. scri ve n. co. u k 0121 422 4011 



Oldbury Tividale 



Gibbet Hill 

* Split level detached house * Open plan living space * Fitted cloakroom 
* Four bedrooms * En suite shower room * Utility * Double garage EPC =C 

Offers in the region of £359,999 


Halesowen 



Gower Road 

An opportunity to acquire an individual Architect designed house built circa 1950 
for own occupation with many original design features, situated in a very 
desirable and popular residential locality and a building plot for a detached four 
bedroom house situated within the grounds. 

Existing house comprises: Porch, reception hall, cloakroom, double doors 
opening from hall into L shaped living room forming lounge & dining area, 
conservatory, breakfast room, kitchen, pantry, landing, 3 bedrooms, well 
appointed bathroom, large garage, good sized gardens.EPC=E. 

Offers in the region of £400,000 


Halesowen 



Greenhill Road 

* Detached Split Level Flouse 

* 4 Bedrooms, Gym/Bedroom 5 

* 2 Ensuites * Sauna/Steam Room 

* Quality Fitted Kitchen 

* Lounge, Dining Room & Conservatory 

* Double Garage * EPC =D 

Offers in the region of £500,000 


Stourbridge 


Green Royde 

* A detached family house * 3 bedrooms 

* Bathroom * Lounge * Dining Room 

* Kitchen * Utility * Garage * Carport 

* Driveway parking 

* Good-sized gardens 

* Potential to extend (subject to Planning 
Permission) 

EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £325,000 


Rowley Regis 


Oldbury 



Oldbury Road 

* Traditional style detached house 

* Three bedrooms/two reception rooms 

* Double glazed windows to house 

* Former workshop/garage with variety 
of uses subject to Planning Approval 

* Extensive gardens & parking facilities 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £175,000 



Plot 3 Site of 

46 George Road 

* Link detached bungalow 

* Two parking spaces 

* Two bedrooms 

* L Shaped lounge/dining area 

* Quality fitted kitchen with host of 
appliances * Luxury bathroom with 
shower over bath * Gas boiler heating 
radiators * EPC = C 

£185,000 


Oldbury 


is 



Apsley Road 

* Semi-detached house 

* Good sized plot 

* Garage 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* No chain 
EPC = C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 




Pound Close 

* Extended Semi-Detached House 

* Through Living Room onto Sun Lounge 

* Kitchen/Dining room 

* Downstairs WC 

* Side Garage 

* Large Rear Garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £144,950 


Oldbury 



Oldacre Road 

* Terraced House 

* Through living room comprising living 
and dining area 

* Bathroom and separate wc 

* Three bedrooms 

* Rear garden 
EPC = C 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


OLDBURY Off Kingsway 


Quinton 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 








Halesowen 


Hamilton Street 

* Modern Semi-Detached House 

* Three Bedrooms (bed 1 with ensuite) 

* Fitted kitchen with oven & hob 

* The price details a 50% share on a 
shared 

ownership basis subject to payment of 
rent in 

respect of the remaining share. 

EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £72,500 


59 White Road 

* Semi-detached house 

* 3 bedrooms * Neutral decor 

* Through lounge with doors to garden 

* Fantastic kitchen with hob, hood, oven 
& fridge 

* Gas boiler CH, DGW & Conservatory 

* Available now! * EPC = E 
Monthly rent of £775+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


16 Tame Road 

* Modern terraced house 

* 3 bedrooms* Through lounge 

* Fitted kitchen with appliances 

* Gas CH & DG windows 

* Some blinds & neutral floor coverings 

* Forecourt car spaces & garden* 
Available from 1st May * EPC=C 
Monthly rent of £595+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


Apartment 10 Adam Court 

Alexandra Road 

* Self contained ground floor flat 

* 2 bedrooms * UPVC double glazing to 
windows * Gas boiler/radiator heating 
system * Bathroom with separate 
shower cubicle * Fitted kitchen with 
appliances * EPC=D 

Monthly rent of £550+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


Flat 1 

59 The Drive (off Hagley Rd) 

* Ground floor flat * One bedroom 

* Kitchen with appliances 

* Bathroom with shower 

* Night storage heating 

* DG windows* Available soon! 

* EPC=E 

Monthly rent of £395+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) 
each additional tenant. Deposit req 6 weeks 
rent. 


33 Spinners End Drive 

* Ground floor flat ‘REDUCED RENT* 

* Double bedroom with fitted wardrobe 

* Kitchen with host of appliances 

* White bathroom suite with shower 

* Convenient location * Modern neutral 
finish * Nice carpets, electric heating & 
DGW * Allocated car space * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £350+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


69, 69A & 69B Long Lane & 

1 Parade Buildings 
Nimmings Rd 

* Investment for sale 

* Two lock-up shops 

* Two first floor flats 

* Total rental income £13,900 pa 
EPC Ratings: 69 (E), 69A (D), 69B (D), 
1 Parade Buildings © 

Offers in the region of £155,000 


LOVE YOUR' 
POSTCODE 


your estate agent 


86 Birmingham Street, Oldbury, B69 4EB 0121 544 9595 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

VOTED IN THE TOP 1% OF UK ESTATE AGENTS FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AIIAgents.co.uk 


Patricia Drive, Tipton 


Warwick Gardens, Tividale 


Navigation Way, Hockley 


St Pauls Road, Smethwick 


Stone Street, Oldbury 


Ashwin Road, Handsworth 



• Modern Style Two Bed Semi Detached 

• Spacious Kitchen and Breakfast Area 

• Large Enclosed Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating D 

£99,950 

Birmingham Road, Oldbury 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Corner Plot In A Quite Cul De Sac 

• Impressive Open Plan Kitchen And Diner 

• EPC Rating TBC 

£125,000 

Dingle Street, Oldbury 


• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached Townhouse 

• Ground Floor Kitchen and Diner 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£162,950 

Newcomen Drive, Tipton 


• A Mid-Terrace Three Bedroom 

• Two Spacious Double Bedrooms 

• Close to Smethwick High Street 

• EPC Rating D 

£85,000 

Dagger Lane, West Bromwich 


• Top Floor Two Bedroom Modern Apartment 

• Very Well Presented Throughout 

• Master Bedroom with Ensuite 

• EPC Rating: C 

£119,950 

Lower City Road, Tividale 


• Mid-Terraced Three Bedroom House 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs Bathroom 

• EPC TBC 

£99,950 

Livingstone Road, W Brom 



• Four Bedroom New Build Town House 

• Two Modern Designed Bathrooms 

• Parking To the Rear of Property 

• EPC Rating B 

£144,950 

Sandwell Road, Handsworth Wood 


• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached Property 

• Spacious Light Reception Room 

• Two Good Sized Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating D 

£105,000 

Calshot Road, Great Barr 


• Detached Four Bedroom Family Home 

• Extended To the Rear 

• Garage & Large Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£194,950 

St Christopher Close, W Brom 


• Four Bedroom Semi-Detached Home 

• Two Lovely Reception Rooms 

• Extended Fully Equipped Kitchen 

• EPC Rating D 

£249,950 

Stockfield Road, Yardley 


• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached Home 

• Extended Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Driveway and Carport 

• EPC Rating D 

£149,950 

Pear tree Court, Great Barr 


• Refurbished Two Bedroom End Terrace 

• Situated in a Quiet Cul-De-Sac 

• Fitted Kitchen With Breakfast Bar 

• EPC Rating C 

£105,000 

Apollo Road, Oldbury 



• Modern Six Bedroom Town House 

• High Quality Fixtures & Fittings 

• CCTV System 

• EPC rating C 

£895 + Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached Property 

• Two Tiered Rear Garden 

• Large Open Plan Lounge & Diner 

• EPC Rating D 

£575 + Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Detached Residence 

• Extremely Large Garage Area 

• Alarmed Property 

• EPC Rating C 

£650 + Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached Residence 

• Part Furnished Property 

• Brand Newly Fitted Carpets 

• EPC Rating: D 

£550 + Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Neutral and Light Decor Throughout 

• Excellent Links To The City Centre 

• EPC Rating D 

£550 + Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Terraced Residence 

• Extended To The Rear 

• Elongated Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating D 

£500 + Fees Apply* 


In our last 
6 months: * 


Average 
agreed 
sale (stc) 
of 13 weeks 


54% of stock 
accurately 
priced sold 

Averaging 
within 5% 
of the 

asking price 


No Sale/ 
No Fee 
No Upfront 
Costs 


A 


Latoya Davis Maria Lopez Sukhi Chall 


Catalina Lopez Bobby Singh 


A 


Ken Parsons 


A A 


Laxmi Patel Krystell Marlow 


Shinda Singh 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 0121 6964053 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Dixons 


DoingMore. 


Lusbridge Close, Halesowen 



£270,000 


This detached house is situated in a cul-de-sac 
location backing onto farm land. Briefly comprises 
conservatory and four bedrooms. Halesowen. 


Masters Lane, Halesowen 



£1 14,995 


Situated in an established residential area and 
convenient for many local amenities this three 
bedroom end of terrace must be viewed. Halesowen. 


Aston Road.Tividale 



Offers 0ver£90,000 


Semi detached two bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, utility, bathroom, 
rear garden and driveway. 


PleasentView, Dudley 



Offers 0ver£60,000 


First floor one bedroom flat offering entrance 
hallway, lounge, kitchen, bedroom, bathroom and 
communal gardens. 



Offers Over£ 190,000 


Three storey townhouse comprising four bedrooms, 
three bathrooms and benefits from off road parking. 
Halesowen. 


Waterfall Lane, Rowley Regis 



£1 10,000 


Comprising lounge, kitchen, cellar, two bedrooms, 
family bathroom, front and rear gardens. Halesowen. 


Kiers Bridge Close,Tipton 



m a 



Offers 0ver£90,000 


Mid terraced two bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
bathroom, rear garden and allocated parking. 


Public Notice 



NOTICE OF OFFER 30 SWAN STREET, 
PENSNETT, BRIERLEY HILL,WEST MIDLANDS, 
DY54DN.We are acting in the sale of the above 
property and have received an offer of £80,000. 
Any interested parties must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the selling agent before an 
exchange of contracts takes place. EPC RATING E 


Best Street, Cradley Heath 



£ 120,000 


A four bedroom semi detached house comprising 
lounge/diner, kitchen,WC, drive/carport, front and 
rear gardens. Halesowen 


Green Lane, Halesowen 



This traditional mid terraced property comprises 
lounge, three bedrooms and rear garden. Halesowen. 


Southgate Way, Dudley 





Offers 0ver£70,000 


Well presented first floor two bedroom apartment 
briefly comprising entrance hall, lounge/kitchen, 
bathroom and allocated parking. 


Vicarage Road, Halesowen 



£1 17,995 


Situated in an established residential area, the 
property is in close proximity to amenities. 
Comprises lounge, conservatory and two bedrooms. 


Tividale Street,Tipton 



Offers Over£ 100,000 


Terraced two bedroom property briefly comprising 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, rear garden 
and allocated parking. 


Park Road, Netherton 



A two bedroom terraced property comprising two 
reception rooms, downstairs bathroom and kitchen. 
Ideal opportunity for first time buyer. 



a rKUrtKI y _ • 

Auctions 

L Sell your property with 
the auction experts 


For a free, no obligation appraisal 
call 01142 541183 

Closing date for your next local 
auction is 17th April 


countrywidepropertyauctions.co.uk 


Countrywide 

integrated solutions y local expertise 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk Q property wide Zoopla .co.uk 


Prime Location 


rightmove 
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Drivetime 


Lexus Stay safe in style 


By Graham Breeze 

THE new Lexus IS300h is not 
just a luxury car, it’s also one of 
the safest cars on the road, hav¬ 
ing been declared the best in its 
class for safety by Euro NCAP. 

The amazing hybrid saloon has 
achieved the highest ratings in the 
“large family” category in NCAP’s 
2013 safety performance testing pro¬ 
gramme, achieving the top overall 
five-star rating. 

The IS 300h excelled in each area of test¬ 
ing, including adult occupant safety, child 
occupant safety, pedestrian protection 
and safety assist features. 

The hybrid version of the Lexus IS is 
cheaper to run than diesel rivals, thanks 
to its low C02 emissions with its 2.5-litre 



full hybrid powertrain posting emissions 
of just 99g/km. The penalty you pay is an 
annoying drone when you apply the pedal 
because of flat performance at low revs. 

The sub-1 OOg/km C02 figure is achieved 
by the IS 300h SE model, fitted with 16- 
inch wheels, which means no annual road 
tax charge. 

Cleaner performance is delivered by the 
other hybrid versions in the line-up too, 
both delivering emissions below 1 lOg/km 
and qualifying for a zero charge in the first 
year of ownership. 

To make the system work Lexus has pro¬ 
duced a 141 bhp/105kW electric motor and 
a newly developed 2.5-litre four-cylinder 
Atkinson cycle petrol engine that produces 
a maximum 178bhp/133kW. 

For the techies that means the engine 
benefits from a new D-4S fuel injection 
system, Dual WT-i intelligent variable valve 
timing and a high-efficiency exhaust gas 
recirculation system. 

The rear wheels are driven through the 
hybrid powertrain’s E-CVT transmission. 
Total system output is 220bhp/164kW, en¬ 
abling nought to 62mph acceleration in 8.3 
seconds and a 125mph top speed. 

And the driver can modify the car’s per¬ 
formance by selecting from three different 
drive modes: EV all-electric running, with 
the petrol engine switched off; Eco, for op¬ 
timum fuel efficiency; Normal, and Sport, 
for sharper throttle response and a sportier 
steering setting. 

The new IS range includes an F Sport 
model, which comes with sports-tuned 
suspension and electric power steering, 
as well as dedicated exterior and interior 
design features that distinguish it from the 
other models in the range. 



The new Lexus IS range 
includes an F Sport 
model, which comes 
with sports-tuned 
suspension, electric 
power steering and 
dedicated design features 


The car lacks the strong mid-range 
torque of turbocharged four-cylinder petrol 
units and diesels, so you need plenty of 
weight on the accelerator. 

An automatic gearbox is standard and 
you will have no problems with the accu¬ 
rate steering, even if some rivals might of¬ 
fer a bit more precision. 

The hybrid runs virtually silently on 
electric-only power, which I always find a 
little unsettling, and there is very little wind 
noise to help give that feeling of luxury. 

You won’t be stopping off at many petrol 
stations because the IS300h SE will give 
you 65mpg on the combined cycle. 

Seating and comfort is as near to perfect 
as it gets. If you can’t find a comfortable 
position well quite frankly it’s you’re fault. 


There’s ample room for five with space to 
stretch out in both front and back. There’s 
also ample boot space. 

My one big complaint was the complex¬ 
ity of the car’s infotainment set-up. It took 
a week behind the wheel to finally come to 
terms with exactly where everything was. 

I would have expected to have to pay 
more for this car. Starting prices are at 
£26,495 with the range topping IS300h 
Premier coming in at £38,495. Those are 
competitive figures in this luxury sector. 

Low emissions combined with exciting 
performance remain the challenge for the 
motor industry. Some companies go for 
one or the other. Lexus have managed to 
combine both and the IS300h is well worth 
a look when selecting from this sector. 



- Motor Market - 

fft*M tottt ml Cxiwxi 

OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 

^ KiaSporfage 

59 Reg 

/it 

irii. 59 Reg 

Focus Zetec 

y _ i 07 Reg 

4^ \ Clio Extreme 

58 Reg 

^ t* , gr Megane 1.5 

DCi 

v'«* 

, 08 Reg 

jA Peugeot 308 

^oe Reg 
Fiesta 

‘v 

07 Reg 

jggg207 HDi Sport 

ijT, 57 Reg 

Astra 1.4 SXi 

V. 07 Reg 1.2 

Vauxhall Corsa 
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Peugeot 107 

. ^ 07 Reg 

z Peugeot 
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Clio 1.5 DCi 

sJi 55 Reg 

Peugeot 407 HDi 

. . ^ 10 Reg 

Focus 1.0 TDCi 

09 Reg 
Insignia Sri 
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* — Peugeot 307 

K) 09 Reg 

^ M Insignia CDTi 

Rnance Example-Cash Price £4995. Less Cash or Part Exchange Deposit £500. Amount of Credit £4495. TYPIPAI 111 Rd/, ADD 

Total Amount Payable £5999.20.60 Monthly Payments of £99.82 or 260 Weekly Payments of £23.04. 1 1 TIUItL IU.U/0 Itm 

www.motor-market.net Praud o artners 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB i 

01384 411119 
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Renault’s hot hatch 


By John Griffiths 

Renault’s history is awash with 
small cars with sporting aspira¬ 
tions: only those of a certain age 
will remember it beat the iconic 
Volkswagen GTi into hot hatch 
territory. 

That was the Renault 5 Gordini, whose 
crown is now worn by the 200bhp pock¬ 
et rocket Clio Renaultsport, a car packed 
with Formula One technology. But that left 
an almost unbridgeable gap between itself 
and the standard Clio in terms of cost, run¬ 
ning expenses and the feasibility of getting 
insurance for younger drivers. 

Until now, that is. Enter the Renault- 
sport’s little brother, the Clio GT-Line which 
borrows heavily on the head of the fami¬ 
ly’s styling both inside and out, but with a 
smaller yet still potent engine. 

Of course, it doesn’t match the flagship’s 
performance, but it’s still lively on the 0-- 
62mph sprint (9.9 seconds), it uses around 
25 per cent less fuel, has a VED rating to 
make the taxman weep and an accessibly 
low insurance group of 14E. 

All sound reasons for buying the GT- 
Line, but most convincing of all is the 
uprated chassis, sports tuned for superb 
roadholding and pin-sharp handling. And 
it’s a whole lot of fun, too. 

It’s based on the new Clio which is it¬ 
self no slouch, while also being sleek and 
contemporary with significantly more room 
than its predecessor. 

The GT-Line naturally gets the appropri¬ 
ate badging, as well as larger, 17in alloys, 
aerodynamic rear lip spoiler and side sills, 
plus twin chromed tailpipes. The sporty 
theme continues inside with dark carbon 


upholstery, chrome and black glass detail¬ 
ing, aluminium pedals and Renaultsport 
front seats. 

At the heart of the beast and the secret 
of its success is a modest 1.2-litre engine: 
turbocharged to match the power and 
torque of conventional rivals but with the 
advantage of great economy. 

The figures are impressive: 120bhp with 
a useful 190Nm of torque, 0-62mph in 9.9 
seconds and yet - wait for it - the ability 
to average 54.3mpg. C02 emissions are 
120g/km, meaning no road tax in the first 
year and just £30 a year thereafter. 

It’s interesting to think that, with the lOp 
difference in petrol and diesel prices, you 
could be running a distinctly warm hatch 
for much the same as a very ordinary small 
family car. 

Quiet 

The engine is sewing machine smooth 
and particularly quiet: I had to check the 
rev counter while waiting at lights to check 
whether the stop/start system was work¬ 
ing. I also confess to winding down the 
window to enjoy the tailpipe tune on the 
open road, but of course regulations these 
days have put a cork in growling exhausts. 

It’s mated to Renault’s twin-clutch elec¬ 
tronic transmission, which changes se¬ 
quentially between the six gears either au¬ 
tomatically or manually via paddles behind 
the steering wheel. 

As befits the GT-Line’s aspirations, the 
system is very quick: no perceptible gap in 
drive to the front wheels on the way up, and 
no causing your passengers to do nodding 
dog impressions on the way down. 

If you’re really in the mood for fun, or you 
want an even quicker overtake, there’s the 
RS Drive button which takes you from nor¬ 



Secret 
of its 
success 
is a 

modest 
1.2 litre 
engine 


mal to sport mode, considerably sharpen¬ 
ing up engine and throttle response, gear¬ 
box mapping and steering feel. Few drivers 
could use a manual clutch so efficiently, 
and if you want to go down two or three 
gears to set up for a corner you just hang 
on to the paddle for a little longer. Simple. 

The GT-Line’s sports chassis is 30 per 
cent stiffer, with stiffer damping, than the 
standard car. It’s a great compromise. It’s 
nowhere near as harsh as some more fo¬ 
cused pocket rockets on B-roads, yet in 
builds on the already impressive roadhold¬ 
ing and handling of the standard Clio. 

With a price tag of £17,395, the GT-Line 
isn’t cheap but performance apart it’s 
as well equipped as the top of the range 


standard Clios. It has a seven-inch info¬ 
tainment display which is at the heart of 
an upmarket 3D sound system, satnav and 
Blue Tooth. 

The instrument panel, like the rest of 
the new Clio range, has conventional dials 
surrounding a large, easily visible digital 
speedo which allows you to keep your 
eyes on the road while staying safe and 
legal. An alarm and security system, cruise 
control, speed limiter, electric windows and 
door mirrors, tinted windows, air condition¬ 
ing and split/fold rear seats are there along 
with the GT trim kit. 

There is a full range of electronic driving 
aids, including ABS, emergency brake as¬ 
sist, traction and stability systems. 


MOVE YOUR MOTOR 
SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


£47.oo 


PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 



BMW325C^^^™ 

6 NIGHTS IN 

CONVERTIBLE 

PRINT 

2 9 02 < Z F- 000 miles, metallic 
siiver, black hood, taxed, full 

1 WEEK ONLINE 

MoT, full service history, leather 
heated seats, aircon, excellent 
condition, nice eye catcher. ! 

AN INSERT INTO 

£2,995 ono. 

YOUR LOCAL 
r.HRnisrir.T.FS L 

01902 123456. 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 

DO NOT SELL! 


£ 29.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


SKODA FABIA 
1.4 CLASSIC 

ha £ h £ack, 2003, metallic 
blue, 45,000 miles, FSH, 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax 
excellent inside and out. 

£1,595 ono. 

01902 123456. 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 
AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

i 6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU DO NOT 
SELL! 


£ 19.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


R <f^ U n« T FH° 12 CAMPUS 

SPort 06 plate, BRG, 55K, four 
months tax, 11 months MoT, CD 
EW, FSH, £3,450. 01902 123456. 


AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 


i 6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU DO NOT 
1 SELL! 


BOOK ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 
EMAIL: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Tel: 01902 317878 ClassiffedAds 



23 


(i Sr. 


I .co.uk 


Citroen: 

Retail 

Renault 

Retail 

62 

C3 Picasso 1.6 Exc Auto Beige 10k 

£10,995 

60 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynam Auto Silver 10k 

£6,795 

60 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream Blue 27k 

£8,295 

60 Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Bronze 38k 

£7,995 

10 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exc Blue 27k 

£8,295 

60 Kangoo 1.6 Expression Auto Grey 4k 

£6,995 

61 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 14k 

£8,995 

05 Megane 1.4 Dynamique 50k 

£2,995 

11 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 23k 

£7,995 

Vauxhall 


09 

C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR EGS Gold 19k 

£8,995 

05 Astra 1.7 CDTi Life Grey 68k 

£3,495 

60 

C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 45k 

£9,995 

60 Astra 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Grey 16k 

£9,995 

59 

C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 12k 

£9,995 

58 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 48k 

£5,295 

11 

C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Icare 33k 

£10,995 

62 Meriva 1.4 Active Turbo Black 

£9,795 

07 

C4 G Picas 1.6 VTR+ HDI EGS Gold 60k 

£5,795 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Silver 24K 

£6,995 

57 

C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Brown 45k 

£6,295 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 15k 

£8,995 

60 

C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 19k 

£10,495 

60 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 138 Grey 26k 

£7,995 

57 

C4 Picasso 1.8 VTR+ Grey 47k 

£5,295 

07 Meriva 1.6 Design Blue 30k 

£4,295 

07 

C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 80k 

£6,495 

11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI SE Auto Brown 30k 

£7,995 

Ford 


Other 


05 

C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 62k 

£3,295 

08 Audi A3 2.0 TDI S-Line 3dr White 72k 

£9,495 

05 

Focus 1.6 LX Blue 79k 

£3,495 

08 BMW 525i SE Auto 4dr Green 77k 

£8,995 

09 

Focus 1.6 Style Estate Grey 29k 

£6,795 

11 Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LT Blue 20k 

£5,995 

09 

Fusion 1.4 TDCI Zetec Blue 48k 

£5,995 

06 Fiat Gr Punto 1.2 Active 3dr Red 45k 

£3,495 

Nissan 


06 Jaguar 2.0 SE Diesel Gold 58k 

£5,495 

60 

Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k 

£6,995 

60 Kia Soul 1.6 CRDI Auto Silver 36k 

£7,995 

61 

Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k 

£13,495 

08 Mini Clubman 1.6 Cooper White 38k 

£7,995 

08 

Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Red 30k 

£5,795 

02 Mini One 1.6 Yellow 78k 

£3,295 

60 

Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Red 31k 

£7,995 

54 L200 2.5TD 4Life 4WD Silver 73k 

£5,295 

60 

Note 1.5 DCI Tekna Silver 29k 

£8,295 

55 Toyota Corolla 1.4 VVTi T2 Silver 72k 

£3,995 

10 

Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 19k 

£7,495 

08 Toyota Yaris 1.3 TRAuto Silver 17k 

£5,995 

60 

Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Black 20k 

£11,295 

Available to Order 


60 

Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Caffe Latte 26k 

£10,995 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 

£8,495 

Peugeot 


60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 

£9,995 

58 

207 1.6 S Auto Estate Silver 33k 

£5,495 

11 Focus 1.6 Available to Order From 

£8,995 

11 

3008 1.6 HDI Sport Black 3 lk 

£9,995 

60 Note Man/Auto Available to Order From 

£7,695 

61 

308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Vapour Grey 15k 

£8,995 

11 Astra Exclusiv Available to Order From 

£8,295 

60 

308 1.6 VTI S 120 Auto Silver 5k 

£7,995 

11 Corsa Man/ Auto Available to Order From 

£7,995 

k 58 

Horizon 1.4 Silver W/Chair Access Ramp 

£5,495 

11 Zafira Exclusiv Available to Order From 

£8,995 



Contact Us Today 

Tel: 01384 75097 

or: 07747 633 329 (until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange valuations 
see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I -2, Sterling Park, Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Local Specialist^ 



Computers 


Electricians 


Gardening 


LUKES AERIALS 

DUDLEY 01384 351949 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Gimiutti 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902 500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Building Plans + 
Home Design 


Plans Drawn & Submitted, Extensions, 
Conversions, Alterations, New Build 
All Areas, Best Prices & Fast Service 
Design & Styling Programmes for 
Home Exterior, Interior & Landscape 
Design Surveys and Advice 

BRYANT’S 
07322 586095 



All aspects 
of carpentry 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking & 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a free quote call 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


Professional Carpet, 
Leather & Upholstery 
Cleaning by 

KD Masterclean 

Carpets dry in hours not days. 
Superb results at fair prices. 
Call: 01384 667712 
Mobile: 07837 773813 
www.kdmasterclean.co.uk 



Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


MAID EASY 

Bathroom Deep Cleans From £25 
Oven Makeovers From £25 
UPVC Frame & Door Cleaning From £35 
General Household Cleaning 
Once Only or Regular Appointments-quotes Upon Request • Fully Insured 

I Call Sharon 013M3M> 4iM/0y«n 503105 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Double Glazing 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

ALL INDOOR CLEANING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 
VACCUMING, 
SWEEPING/DUSTING, 
POLISHING ETC. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE QUOTES 
DUDLEY, PENSNETT, 
KINGSWINFORDAND 
SURROUNDING AREAS 

07539 264136 
07885 858336 
01384 823818 




Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 O 

Email: quotations© 
blackcountryglazing.com 


BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 I 


Decorating 


KLH 


Guilds 


n-TM ir Qualified 

DECORATIVE Fully Insured 


SERVICES 


All work guaranteed 
Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

c Painters & 
Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 


Electricians 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, 
driveway or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements • Rewiring 
* Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs-7 days a week 
• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 
• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 
www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) . APPR0VED 

07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 9 CONTRACTOR 


"I* 


( v la/.E lectrical 

V ^ Y " Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 


4 3- +=,01 384 278471 


DIB Electrical Contractors ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 


+- 


+=r 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


A M ELECTRICAL fiS 
SERVICES u=s 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing nlfety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 * 
07785 781652 




ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

mIeeib 01384 263357 
BBSS yd or 07866 886364 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality Jp mmm 
local service call: T - 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 

Guaranteed 
lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOTI 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtffencing.co.uk 


Fencing B Gates 

All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

H384 242891 or 67970 300586 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


GREEN LEAVES 
ENSERVIC 

Winter Garden Maintenance undertake 
Shed bases • Lawn Mowing 
Tree Felling • General GardenMaintenance 
Strimming • Fence Painting 
Fencing • Shed Re-felts 


CS FOR O.A.PS 


For a free quote 
call 0770 3381 241 • 0121 602 0157 





Otrl/l/AL/cefi'f 

Ground* ft Gafd«* s«rv»c«* 

Professional, Reliable, Affordable 
For all you gardening needs! 

iCall us: 07580155 895 

Email us: info@walkers-ggs.co.uk 
Visit Us: www.walkers-ggs.co.uk 



I The Grass Guru 

Grass Cutting & Garden Services 
/CALL scon FOR A FREE QUOTE*. 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Elegant, 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 



craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


mm 


m 


e.g. • Flat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging • Felting 
sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
• ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 
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Local Specialists 
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Oven Cleaning 

l 

Paving 

l 

Plumbing & Heating 

L 

1 

Roofing 

_ 



For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


CLEANOVEN 


We clean all types of domestic ovens, 
cookers, traditional stoves, hobs, 
extractors and microwaves 


(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

(01384) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

ALL BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



&ail fan a *p1RSS quote 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


Tel: 0121 7793288 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 

DOORS SPECIALIST W* 


• Supply & install 
Repair Service 
Up & Over 

• Roller Shutters 

• Sectional Doors 


• Remote 
Control Doors 

• Security Grills 

• Made to Measure 

• FREE Survey 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



• Side Hinged Doors & Quotation. 



www.dbshutters.co.uk 
Email: dbshutters@btinternet.com 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Garages 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


TITES 



ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & VaiUant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 





Motoring Services 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


1 Motor Body Work Specialists 
1 Insurance Approved 
1 From a minor bump to major repairs 
1 FREE local pick up and delivery 
1 FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 



Cl PLASHING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 


Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 


07748 644816 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 


and Immersion Heaters, 
Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


C83BHI 


OH PLASTERERS 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


E3 


MOT 


iii 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 6 ^* 1 

NO PROBLEM jfesf 

We load, j 

No Skips ft—1 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 5006033 

07938 207122 



SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists ii 
Re-upholste 


olstery, Repairs and 

_(ACT & "DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

“'□ckheath 


Gas Heating Services 


130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

•Gas Fitting mMm,..... 

• Plumbing 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 


»Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 


• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 


• w&ttzz — 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 018147 


• Fully Trained 
Engineers 


• Family Run 
Business 


FREE QUOTES 

MasterCard ^Maestrol 





rvic< 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


Worcester 


Accredited 

Installer 


mm 


Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
24 years experience - ex British Gas 
Glow Worm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 


SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 




Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Fiat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 


FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 8394S1 


CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS 

♦ Bathroom fitting and tiling 

♦ Service and repairs 

♦ Free quotations . GAS TM 

♦ Fast friendly service / S3T6 



(Roofing Limited) 

All Aspects of Roofing 

• Flat Roofing Systems • Slating • Tiling 

• Chimneys • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Guttering 

• Industrial & Domestic • Full Liability Insured 

• All work guaranteed • Free Quotes 

Ron Drysdale: 

07973 302 580 Daytime A 
0121 550 0437 Evening 



R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


- All General Plumbing Undertaken 

j •Bathrooms Suites 
4 ® [ % • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
j • Outside Taps Fitted 
T • Leaks Repaired 
*, • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


•Call Richard: 07902 557W 


Walls, floors, bathrooms, 
kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM 
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at 
competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call 
Ian on 

01384 412706 or 
07800 804631 



OUSEHOLD 

r P l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl p All installations and repairs 
supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 y 

Vr www.household-plumbing.co.uk 




• Complete Bathrooms 

• Tilling + Plumbing 

• Kitchens and 

• Conservatories 
For a free quote call Tony Baker ^ 

0121 422 4116 
07961 604632 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



k Free Ads 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


© 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 



L_ 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

funeral services 


ST MARTS ' 

^who^oi 

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


lost & found 


LOST—black/white female cat, 
distict white marking on fore¬ 
head/white chest/paws, pink 
collar, very small, 4 years old. 
07581 749648. 

LOST—Male Cat, black, chipped, 
neutered, last seen Saturday, 
March 22, Newbridge area. 07763 
655776. 

LOST—Three year old Yorkshire 
Terrier dog missing from 
Penn area, with collar and 
microchipped. 01902 342162. 

LOST—Young female silver tabby 
cat, Parkdale area, Tettenhall, 
lost Sunday, March 23, reward for 
safe return. 07712 339569. 


1 

Family 



BARGAIN, MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 
£295. 

07508 311029. 


BARGAIN 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

Telephone 07508 311029. 

FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 

LARGE ELECTRIC Wheelchair, 
new battery, good condition, buyers 
collects, £700 ono. 

01902 651875. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER. New batter¬ 
ies. Four wheels. Fits in a car boot. 
£275. 07905 770683. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



REGATTA MERCURY 


Taxed, very good condition, 
top of the range, not used 
much by owners, manual, 
Wolverhampton, silver/blue. 

£585. 07473 135856 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



Leisure 
L Time 



MOUNTAIN BIKE GT 3.0 Front sus¬ 
pension disc brakes, 26 ins wheel, 
aluminium frame, excellent £225 
ono. 07597 730880. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 
ABBEY VOGUE GTS 416, 1999, 
18ft, 4 berth, large end bathroom, 
full acrylic awning, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £3,200 ono. 01922 400179. 


AVONDALE ARGENTE 
530-5 

5 berth caravan, complete with 
full awning, including bedroom 
extention, many accessories, 
good condition. 

£6,500. 

01902 676566. 


AVONDALE RIALTO 2001, 480/2, 
with awning and extras, bottles little 
used, £3,250. 01384 565140 or 
07761 091577. 

BAILEY PAGEANT 2 berth caravan, 
very good condition, 1994, wash / 
shower room, extras, £2,250. 
01562 754798. 07879 844187 



COSALT ALBANY HOLIDAY 
STATIC CARAVAN 


Sited it Stourport-on-Severn, 
on a nice, well run park with a 
club house. 

2-bedrooms. 

6-berth. 

£8,500. 

Phone for full details call 
07810 044813/07801 530894. 


SWIFT CLASSIC DUETTE. 2-berth, 
1997. Extras if required. £1,500. 
o.n.o. Telephone 07913 342853 or 
0121 556 7079. 



2006 WILIERBY SALISBURY 

2 beds, 33x12ft. 

Double glazing, decking. 
Quiet site, not overlooked, in 
the Machynlleth, Mid Wales. 
Excellent condition. 
£12,750. 

For more information call 
01785 823646 / 07539 370420 



BABY GRAND PIANO, black, 
Eavestaff, London 1930’s, 4ft 8ins, 
very good condition, £1,500. 
Kingswinford 01384 402023. 



LEAD GUITARIST AND 
BASS GUITARIST 
REQUIRED FOR THE 
GIGGING BAND HARDRIDE 

Must have a passion for classic 
rock! 

Please send details of 
experience, equipment and 
transport to: 

Ieslieturner1000@gmail.com 



MACKIE PA system consisting of 2 
SRM 450 V2 speakers, plus covers, 
stands and leads, 1 CFX MK2 mixer 
in flight case, £900. 07790 835311. 



FISHING AND CAMPING equip¬ 
ment, cameras and camcorder. 
£300 the lot. 

Text 07946 154304. 


MOUNTFIELD LAWNMOWER. 

Self-propelled, 2 years old, excel¬ 
lent condition, price £250 new, 
£135 ono. 07768 138819. 



35x10, 3-bed: Sea Vie^ws, 
Wide Horizons, Aberaeron. 
Perfect condition 



£7,995 inc fees. Call 07881 203997 



3 

Home & 
Services 



ISPRING SALE 


Furniture Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single was £99 now 
£49.50. D’bles £89.50. Cleo Sofa Bed clic clac in 
fabric or faux leather was £398 now £119, ortho 
matls from £69, memory foam matte £89, metal 
fashion beds frames £39, ottoman and leather 
sleigh beds, over 1000 mattresses, wing chairs 
£119, recliner chairs £199, massage/power 
recliners from £299, complete suites from £299. 
Save up to 50% on leather corner unite-1/2 price 
£249.3 seater Wexford fabric sofas-Clearance 
£149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather £199. 
Mattresses from £29. Bunk bed frames £99. 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, off 
Great Bridge Rd A461 Dudley. DY4 7RG. 

200mtrs past Toby Carvery behind TileWarehouse. 7 bays, (Sunl 0-4) 

0121 557 6885 ™ 


DINING ROOM SUITE Highly pol¬ 
ished, table, 4 chairs, 2 carvers, 
rose pink seats, good condition £70 
ono. 01902 780581. 

DISPLAY CABINET best quality 
yew, 70”high x18” width. £75 ono. 
01384 235120. 

LIGHT OAK bedroom suite, good 
condition, £80. 

01922 473029. 


TABLE AND SIDEBOARD 

Dining table and 6 chairs, with 
matching sideboard. Modern 
design, as new, excellent condi¬ 
tion. Cost £1,200 from Cousins. 
Move forces sale. 

£500. 

0121 5301857. 


THREE PIECE SUITE, leather and 
cloth, wine / beige colour, very 
modern, 14 months old, good con¬ 
dition, £250. 01902 569652. 


THREE SEATER LEATHER 
SOFA 

Left/right hand seats recline 
plus arm chair recliner, in glow 
iveary plus three foot pine bed 
with mattress, 

£250 ono buyer to collect from 

Tipton, 07768 931281 

TWO SOFAS 3 seater, 2 seater, 
oatmeal chenille fabric very good 
condition, 1 lady owner £500 the 
two. 01902 780581. 

TWO-SEATER Black leather sofa. 
As new condition, hardly used. 
£250. 07735 306508. 



LEC FREEZER used once, as new, 
19” high, £75. 

Please text 07946 154304. 


ZANUSSI WASHER, £125. Beko 
gas cooker, glass top, £145. Hot- 
point tumble dryer, £80. Good con¬ 
dition. 01902 700105. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


HANGING BASKETS, Flowering 
bags & Chrysanthemum stools. 
Competitive Prices. 01902 762500. 

SUFFOLK PUNCH cylinder electric 
12 lawn mower, nearly new, £200 
ono. 07807 386145. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


TIMBER FIRE Surround light oak 
veneer, cream marble back/plinth, 
56”w x 45”h, can email photo, 
collect only, £40. 01902 676554. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



BEECH EFFECT KITCHEN 

10 units with worktop plus built 
in Whirlpool oven, nob and 
extractor hood. Includes Beko 
fridge freezer and Zanussi 
washing machine. Can be seen 
in situ. 

£500. 01384 411618. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


AA 


DIGITAL 
AERIAMSA 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery^ 
^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Recession Prices. Unbeatable Value. 
OAP DISCOUNT 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 


cooker fitters 

v____ 

ALL COOKERS FITTED by Bows 
Universal Domestic Installs. Call 
0800 756 2632 or 07973 534527. 


electricians 


WIZARD ELECTRICAL Elecsa app. 
contractor. 07807 158711, 01384 
362968www.wizardelectrical.co.uk 


gardening ) 
y services I 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pel 

g arden. 25 years experience. Cal 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


painters 
y decorators 


SJ 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


Premier Plastering & Tiling 


h AII aspects of 

ring and tiling undertaken 
Free quotes 
35 years experience 
All areas covered 


0121 6790473 or 07961 833738 


plumbers ^ 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken. No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854 338356 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


plumbing & ^ 

heating| 


www.webuyanyboiler.co.uk 

Don’t give your old gas 
boiler away, visit the 
above website or email 

m i ke @ mgf owkes.co. u k 
CASH PAID! 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


iCWEAPEfl 
f REMOVALS 


NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07917 679360. 


roofing 


D 


MG 
ROOFING 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Roof repairs, flat roofing, sheds 
re-felted. 40 years experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


Pets & 
Animals 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


PEDIGREE SPRINGER Spaniel 
pups, 5 months old, legally docked, 
all injections, microchipped, KC 
reg, working homes preferred. 
07831 513407. 


kitchens 


low COST KlTtNIK 

|ll6l« QUALITY llmir CMIHETS AS STANOARO 
SOT CLOSE HINGES FREE OF CHARGE 
KITCHENS ’ROM 1499 - NEVER IEA1EN ON PRICF 
FREE MEASURE UK DESIGN SERVICE 
QAU. NOW FOR A FBI QUOTE 01212880(3 

skirt ran mnm ■■■lwbwr 

sptot ultras, mu 51107 smut sn jkj 
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ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


PRETTY COLOURED 
MINATURE SHETLAND 
FOAL 

for sale, well handled. 
Both Parents can be seen. 

£250 o.n.o. 


RIDER WANTED 

for 13.2HH School Master. 
To stay at present home in 


07905 975870. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BEAGLE PUPPIES. 

Boys and Girls. £250. 
Telephone 07969 805045. 


BICHON FRISE PUPS, boys and 

§ irls, nice and playful, £350. 07972 
04503. 


Telephone 07847 870218. 


COCKAPOOS, Boys and Girls, 
apricot. £350. 

Telephone 07847 870218. 


GOLDEN RETRIEVER ... 

reg, 8 weeks old, vet checked, fully 
wormed, 4 weeks free insurance, 
reared in the home, both parents 
good hip scores and can be seen, 
£600 each. 01630 661740. 


JACK RUSSELL free to good home, 
lovely temperament, good with chil¬ 
dren, 9 years old, genuine personal 
-,-—"0 356087. 


reasons for sale. 07580 
KC REG MINIATURE Schnauzer 
bitch, 1 year old, eye screening cer¬ 


tificate clear, wormed and flead to 
date, house trained, genuine 
reason forces sale. £650. 01902 
279202 or 07454 748992. 


***KIND HOMES WANTED*** 

IVY Small black and white 
terrier girl, 

TODD 14 month old Staffie 
boy, nice little chap. 
MURPHY 6 month old Collie x 
Hunterway puppy 
FRANKIE 9 month old Sprinter 
x Labrador 

GERTIE Adorable 6 month old 
black and white Jack Russell 
CARLA 1 3 month old Collie x 
Terrier, small lovable girl. 
MISSY 5year old black and 
white Border Collie 
TAMMY 3 year old cross breed 
girl, tan/white. 

More info 

Call 01588 676106 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


POM-CHIS PUPPIES (Pomeran¬ 
ian/Chihuahua), all boys, £275. 
07972 604503. 


POMERANIAN PUPPIES. 

Boys and girls. £395. 
"’"ilep'-- 


Telephone 07847 870218. 


SCOTTIE PUPS with parents, great 
temperament, non moulting, 
wormed, puppy pack, insured. Ring 
Sue for further details on 01948 
662784. 07939 036441. 


SHIH-POOS (Shih-Tzu/Poodle), 
puppies, non-moulting, boys and 
girls, £295. 07972 604B03. 


SHIH-TZU PUPS. Very small, good 
colours. £325. 

Telephone 07972 604503. 


WICHONS, Westies cross Bichons. 
Bo^s and girls^£250. c 


Telephone 07969 805045. 


YORKSHIRE TERRIER X Jack 
Russell, 8 weeks, very small. £200. 
01384 78588 / 07508 875377. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Business & 
Farming 


'illilil 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


DUDLEY Furnished bedsit, own 
bath/kitchen, £65-92pw plus 
Council Tax. 07550 002549. 


IMMACULATE ground floor one bed 
flat. Lovely location, Essington. 
Telephone 07454 015789. 


LODGER REQUIRED Dudley area. 
Large nice decorated room. 
Parking. £60p/w. 07851 608515. 


NETHERTON lovely first floor, one 
bed flat to let, £375pcm. 
Please Call: 01584 856799. 


ONE BED Flat, Penn Fields,Wolver¬ 
hampton. Unfurnished. DSS ok. 
Call or text 07754 076795. 


PARKFIELDS 3 bedroom house, 
Whitmore Reans, 1 bed ground 
floor flat. 07858 628438. 


TWO BED end terrace house, 
Bilston area. £470pcm. No DSS. 
Call Mark 07771 196180. 



GROVELANDS CRESCENT 
FORDHOUSES, W’TON 

Lovely 2 double bed semi 
detached house, nice kitchen/ 
diner and bathroom, lounge, 
CH, garage, gardens. 
Abosulte bargain £124,950. 
Telephone 01902 427257. 



OMBERSLEY, NEAR 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Holiday bungalow. Two bed¬ 
rooms, Shower room and toilet. 
Through lounge and galley 
kitchen. Sits in own gardens. 
Ring for more details. 
£22,000 ono. 

07970 274163. 


properties wanted 

i -- 



uy Any House 



} We are a family run looal busine 
A fair offer from people you oan trust 
No fees - Free solicitors 



pink 


CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 

Free confidential service No Fees* Guaranteed otter* 

Any property Any condition " 110 fees 

Any area* Repossessions Stop 0121 308 

Deceased estates 7788 

k AAA -AA 


Call Free 08001691118 


(24 hrs) 


|| ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


VW 4 mr ^Y? / a j[F7 

We pay 100% of purchase price 


PRICE! 




FOR THE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 


Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 




C Call 0800 783 2822 

* Terms apply 


24 

hrs 


Deuimork 

lli 


In a mess? I ^ ^ If 
RFfflfifiEfl Talk in »•-« > 

confidence • WE BUY ANY HOUSE 
We can help * ANY AREA • ANY CONDITION 

24.7 0800 

no fees* free solicitors ^ OE - 


*Sub]ect to terms 


A Better 
Cash Deal 


It’s as simple as that, you 
will get the best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL HOMES 


Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


E^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5?Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 



5^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BUY YOUR HOUSE IN 
3 DAYS! 


24 HOUR FREEPHONE: 


0800 612 3766 

www.homesboughtfast.co.uk 


UPPER FLOOR 
TWO BED FLAT 

Kiddeminster, lounge, kitchen, 
shower room, double glazing, 
electric central heating, off road 
parking. 

£70,000. 

07730 477985. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



BARMOUTH ONE BED 
GROUND FLOOR FLAT 

Stunning beach views. 
Excellent condition. 
Furnished. 

Pre-season bargain at 
£59,000 ono. 

Email barmouth@mail.com 
phone 07914 719202 for 
pictures/details. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Jobs 


TOP GEAR 


Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 

• CPC Courses 1 - %r 
• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


MUI TWOm K 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TELFORD DROITWICH TAMWORTH 

21-22 JULY 19-20JULY& 11-12 OCT 24-25 APRIL & 4-5 AUG 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 
> A WITH OPEN COLLEGE NETWORK 


TWO DAY COURSES 
LIMITED PLACES 


TELEPHONE: BOOK ONLINE: 

01525 713377 www.GEOPACE.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 


1 

1 1 

( 1 

1 I 


central transport training 


HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 
DRIVER CPC COURSES & 


/ 


TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 
CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 
FREEASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAININC 


01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


jobs continue on page 38 
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Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Dine and Dance from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see 
the matinee performance before heading back to the hotel for 
dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option 
you will see the evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine 
and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels tickets are 
for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice 
(hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday 
evening performance. 

*The "from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 



MECHANICAL FIITER 

Looking for work or something 
different, reliable and trustwor¬ 
thy with clean driving licence. 

Please call Martin on 
07450189193. 


LOOK 

TWENTY-ONE YEAR OLD 
MALE 



NISSAN NAVARA 


Double cab 4x4 pick up, 59 reg, 
70K miles, very tidy condition, 
roller lock bed liner, anti-lock 
brakes, multiple airbags, tow 
bar, traction control, alarm, EW, 
FSH, tow bar, load liner, side 
steps, alloys, CD, AC. 

Please come and view. 


Three years College. 

17th Edition. 

Asbestos awareness and ECS. 
Is seeking full time employment 
as an Electricians Mate. 
West Midlands area. 

Call Cailean on 01384 251260 
or 07596 136510. 


LOOK 



CROSLAND CUTTERS LTD Due to 

increased growth and investment 
we are looking to increase our staff. 
Initially we require a CAD Operator 
preferably with die making experi¬ 
ence. Flexible working commitment 
is required. Applications in writing 
to Mr Mike Dodd, Commercial 
Manager, Nimmings Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, West Midlands B62 9JE. 



AN EXPANDING FIRM of Chartered 
Accountants requires a Senior 
Accountant to work in its non audit 
small business department. 
Dealing with small Limited compa¬ 
nies, sole traders and partnerships 
you will have experience in 
Accounts preparation, ideally using 
Iris, corporation tax and personal 
tax returns. 

Apply with your CV to Mark 
Howell, Nicklin Accountancy 
Services Ltd, Church Court, 
Stourbridge Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3TT. 
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Motoring 


BMW 520SE Touring, automatic, 
2003, blue, 107k, MoT and tax, 
FSH, black leather, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,000. 07957 230974. 


£8,950. 07969 668054. 

PEUGEOT 207, 09 reg, 5 door, 
silver, petrol, 16,500 miles, lady 
owner, good condition, MoT, tax, 
CD, £4,750 ono. 07886 781724. 

PEUGEOT 307 HDi DIESEL 
TURBO 2.0 04, 5-dr, silver, full 
MoT, six months tax, 73,000 miles. 
£1,995. 07838 897643. 


RENAULT MEGANE 

DYNAMIQUE 

4 door saloon, 1.6, FSH, grey, 

58 plate, with sun roof, 57,000 
miles, excellent condition. 

£2,500. 

07929 511572. 

Kingswinford. 

TOYOTA COROLLA Verso 1.8 T3, 
2005, 106K miles, silver, 9 months 
tax and MoT, 7 seats, parking 
sensors, £2,495. 07585 270808. 

VW POLO 1.4 Match 80, 2008, 
hatch, 3dr, auto, petrol, silver, 53k 
miles, 2 owners, full MoT, tax end of 
June, £4,200 ono. 07503 557530. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 320 SE auto, 2001, petrol, tax, 
MoT, 135K, all leather, good condi¬ 
tion, £750. 01902 344177. 

BMW 323i Convertible, V reg, 
94,000 miles, silver, all electric, air 
bag, air con, alarm, MoT/tax May, 
leather, Cat C, £900 ono. 

07747158273. 


IB BMMwi 75 Huws 

I Cars From £1000 Full MoT’s 
& Warranties 
Open Every Day 
See Our Wesbite Or Call In 

www.bmamotors.co.uk 

I 01902 490555 / 07553 358610 
| DALE STREET, BILSTON, WV14 7JY 


FORD PUMA, X reg, silver, fsh, 
excellent condition, MoT, tax, 
90k, 4 new tyres. £750. 01902 
562240 / 07989 539449 (W’ton). 

MG ZS HATCHBACK 2003, long 
MoT, tax, 105k miles, very clean, 
£795. 07950 398750. 

NISSAN ALMERA 1.5S, 2003, new 
MoT, 64,800 miles, genuine reason 
for sale, £650. 01902 335892. 

PEUGEOT 106 IIOOcc, 2002, MoT 
October, tax February, 83,000 
miles, PAS, clean and tidy, £575. 

07984 297114. 


BMW Z4, 53 reg, 91,000 miles, MoT, 
tax, excellent conditon, new car 
forces sale, £4,750 o.n.o. 01902 
782344 (day)/01952 293307 (eve) 


MUST BE SEEN 


CHRYSLER VOAGER LX 2.5 

Diesel, 2003, 58K miles only, 
manual, 7 seaters, beige body 
work, full leather interior, power 
sliding doors, alloy wnees, 
cruise control, FSH, PAS, MoT 
Nov 2014. 


RENAULT CLIO 51 plate, 12 months 
MoT, no tax, £600 ono. 

07730 871076. 

RENAULT LAGUNA 2L Expression, 
55 reg, silver, Sept MoT, March 
Tax, sh, alloys, cd, lovely car in and 
out. £1,295. 07796 761902. 

RENAULT LAGUNA V6, 1999, 
85,500 miles, blue, good condition, 
leather, full MoT, tax, £725 ono. 

Telephone 07909 158863. 

RENAULT MEGAN 1600 Coupe, 
51, Tax May, MoT June, service 
history, excellent condition. £700. 

01902 656292. 

RENAULT MEGANE Covertible, 
2003, tax/MoT, good runner, £999. 

01902 490826 


£3,750. 

01299 877979. 


7 SEATER 


FORD KA 1.3, 07 Reg, 37k miles, 
one lady owner, 10 months MoT, 
very good condition, £2,245. 07850 
113660. 


IMMACULATE 


FORD MONDEO GHIA TDCi 


Automatic, diesel, 08 plate, 
80,000 miles, metallic grey, 
cruise control, computer, built 
in Sat Nav, Climate Control, 
heated windscreen, CD 
autochanger, 12 months MoT, 
6 months tax. 


£4,850 ono. 


07702 192307 (Brierley Hill). 


HONDA CRV l-VETEC SE SPORT 

Automatic, petrol, 2002, 90,000 
miles, silver, MoT July, tax Oct. 
£1,950. 07989 320645. 


KIA PICANTO SPICE. 

2010. (60). Hatchback, 5 
speed, manual, petrol, 999cc. 
15,000 miles. 1 previous owner. 
FSH. Tax, MoT. 
Immaculate condition. 
£4,500. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07513 004802. 
MINI 1, 2004, 115,000 miles, dark 
green, diesel full MoT and service 
history, 1 previous owner, sunroof, 
£3,195. 07794 685166. 


RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.6, 

03 reg., Automatic. 49,000 miles. 
Full MoT. Good condition. £950. 
01902 783851 or 07446 225033. 
RENAULT MEGANE Scenic Alize, 
1.6,16v, 5-dr, green, 95k, excellent 
runner, economical, fsh, MoT 
August, £550. 01902 751968. 
RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 CG model, 
52 plate, blue, average mileage, 
CD radio, 12 months MoT, £1,000 
ono. 07933 918920. 

ROVER 214SEi 1995, nightfire red, 
s/roof, alloys, leather, MoT Jul 25, 
low miles, excellent. £495 ono. 
01902 790879 / 07768 642821. 


SMART CAR. 

Left Hand Drive. 2001., 
MoT till Aug, Tax till June. 
52,000 miles. 

Very good condition. 
Private plate with car. 
£1,100. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07871 065161. 


TACUMA CDX Automatic, 6 months 
MoT, taxed, 53 reg, good condition. 
£850 ono. 01922 442654. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6, 5-dr, 
Automatic, green, MoT March 
2015. 56,67T miles, 1997. £250. 
01785 241561. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0SRI 

1999, 99,000 miles, service 
history, excellent condition, 
metallic blue, abs, electric 
windows, alarm, long MoT, tax, 
alloys, CD player. 

£995 ono. 

07970 275106. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 2003, very 
good condition, full MoT, 1 months 
tax. £1,000 ono. 07531 614559. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXi 

3 door, blue, 04 reg, 9 months 
Tax, 12 months MoT, 
CD/Radio, E/W, E/M, C/L. 

£1,425 ono. 

07732 818005. 
Wolverhampton. 


VAUXHALL MERIVA, 5 door, hatch¬ 
back, 59k, 2003, 6 months tax and 
MoT, good condition, £1,495 ono. 

Telephone 07860 879058. 

VOLVO 940 N reg, 2.3, leather inte¬ 
rior, alloy wheels, very good con¬ 
dition, spare or repairs. £280 
ono. 01902 566032. 

VW GOLF 1.9TDi DIESEL 2003, 
taxed, MoT, FSH, 1 owner, good 
condition. £1,395 ono. 

01902 650707. 


VW POLO 1996, 1.0, tax and MoT, 
£350 ono. 

01384 293757. 



CHEVROLET PICK-UP 


TRUCK 

1953. Reluctant sale, vehicle 
restored but still some work to 
be done, all work has been 
documented. 

All sensible offers considered. 

01952 462210. 


CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


MINI- AUSTIN-Morris-Leyland, Car, 
Van, Pick-up or Estate wanted. Any 
condition. Any age. 

Call 07773 462797. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 
EXPERT VAN 

05 plate white, recent service, 
147,000 miles, roof rack, 
shelving in rear, deadlocks on 
all doors, tax end of April, MoT 
end of Aug, 

£2,500 ono. 

07976 820439. 



PEUGEOT 
EXPERT VAN 

05 plate white, recent service, 
147,000 miles, roof rack, 
shelving in rear, deadlocks on 
all doors, tax end of April, MoT 
end of Aug, 

£2,500 ono. 

07976 820439. 


BARGAIN 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 1 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 



ASIAN MALE, 50, 

N/S, enjoys reading, gardening, 
outings and the quiet things in 
life, WLTM bubbly lady, 45-55, 
looks unimportant, who enjoys 
similar things, for friendship / 
possible relationship. 

Box Number PI 9131 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for no 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 


9 • * • « I • 
LADY 63 YEARS 

N/S with young outlook. 
WLTM Sincere gentleman, n/s, 
between 60 - 65, with GSOH, 
who enjoys holidays, meals out, 
theatre etc, to hopefully have a 
future together. 

From Stourbridge/surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number PI 9129, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


MALE 58 

Non Smoker, tall, well built, 
kind, GSOH, caring nature, 
retired, no ties, WLTM nice 
female, non smoker who would 
like to cruise the inland water¬ 
ways of England with a view to 
permanently doing this if we are 
compatible, so would suit 
someone who has no ties. 
Genuine replies welcome. 

Box Number PI 9132 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


RETIRED GENTLEMAN 65 

WLTM Lady for friendship, pos¬ 
sible relationship. I don’t drive. I 
enjoy keeping fit, running, 
walking, I enjoy going for meals, 
cosy nights in. 

Box Number PI 9140 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 


Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 


MOTORBIKE 125cc, Lexmoto 
Arrow, 2Va years old, as new, low 
mileage, used by OAP, first to see 
will buy. £550. 07790 533370. 

MOTORBIKES WANTED, any 
make/model, also parts ana 
spares, private buyer, cash paid. 

01902 562154 or 07956 447567 


SUZUKI SV 650 red in colour, 
mileage 23,741, 10 months MoT, 
£2,200 ono. 07772 766727. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 /07903 549849. 

WANTED SWV Ford Transit or LDV 
van, spares or repairs, must have 
good engine. Private buyer. 

01902 304258. 












































































Casuals 
find Tivs’ 
four-ce 
too much 

W-ton Casuals FC 1 
Tividale FC 4 

WITH a mixture of youth 
and fringe players, Tiv¬ 
idale were able to make 
10 changes to the side 
that defeated Shepshed. 

In an entertaining 
game Tividale overcame 
Wolves Casuals with two 
goals each from teenagers 
Matt Morgan and Garfield 
Robinson and the result 
meant that Tividale go 
through to the JW Hunt 
Cup semi-final 
In the proverbial game 
of two halves, Casuals 
took a deserved lead on 36 
minutes when midfielder 
Nathan Jackson’s looping 
header evaded Tividale 
keeper Jack Hayfield and 
nestled in the net. 

The second half was 12 
minutes old when a heav¬ 
ily deflected shot from 
youth player Morgan 
brought Tividale level. 
That and the introduc¬ 
tion of substitute Ryan 
Winwood who literally 
ran the second half, trans¬ 
formed Tividale and they 
added a second from a 
ball into the box , leaving 
a tap-in for Morgan. The 
goal of the game came 
soon after when Robinson 
hit a screamer into the 
far corner and then Rob¬ 
inson was on hand again 
to stroke home his second 
and Tividale’s fourth from 
a great cross from Matt 
Jukes. 

Apologies 
end Saido 
spat-club 

WEST Bromwich Albion 
have saidthe changing room 
bust-up involving Saido Be- 
rahino is done and dusted. 

A spokesman said: “Ten¬ 
sions were understandably 
running high in the dress¬ 
ing room after Cardiff s late 
equaliser but the incident 
has been sensationalised in 
the media. What happened 
is not uncommon in a dress¬ 
ing room and shows the 
players care. The players in¬ 
volved have apologised. The 
club has drawn a line under 
the matter.” 

The England Under-21s 
marksman was left with a 
head wound when tempers 
flared in the wake of Satur¬ 
day’s 3-3 home draw with 
Cardiff. 

The 20-year-old was in¬ 
volved in a verbal spat. 


Defeat means Hales in wait over placing 


Burton 5 OHHC Istsl 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club’s season 
ended with a disappointing defeat and poor 
performance against Burton, who leap¬ 
frogged them with a victory in the final 
game of the season. 

Hales finished eighth in Midlands 1, and 
now await the news from the Midlands Re¬ 
gional Hockey League who are considering 
a league restructure. Old Hales got off to 
a disastrous start, as they conceded in less 
than two minutes. A failed aerial attempt 
from Paul Woodall, led to a Burton attack, 
and the visitors were awarded a penalty cor- 


Hockey 


ner which was dispatched past goalkeeper 
Steve Charlton. 

Hales looked to bounce back, but their 
game plan fell apart when the hosts doubled 
their lead following a Hales own goal with 
just five minutes on the clock. 

The ball deflected off Woodallt. Despite 
an improved performance from Hales, 
they were unable to find a breakthrough, 
and Burton were able to make it 3-0 before 
the break. Hales looked to regroup in the 


second half, but another unfortunate de¬ 
flection led to Burton’s fourth of the game. 
Mark Curzon was the unlucky defender this 
time. The visitors did pick up their game, 
and were able to grab a goal back from 
striker Tom Durnford. The hosts put the 
game to bed, when they extended their lead 
from another penalty corner. Simon Palmer 
was able to slow the ball, but the deflection 
off his stick spun over the line. Old Hale¬ 
sonians Hockey Club are hosting the West 
Derby Hockey for Heroes team on Sun¬ 
day, as this squad of military serviceman 
warm-up for their greatest challenge yet 


in 2015. Old Hales will host the UK-wide 
military team, as their visitors prepare for 
their attempt next year to play 32 games 
of hockey in 10 days, and also complete the 
Three Peaks Challenge. They hope to raise 
£30,000 for Help for Heroes, and are visit¬ 
ing the area in the next few weeks to spread 
the word about their gruelling tour across 
the UK next year. The game will take place 
at Newman University College, with a 1pm 
start. To find out more visit www.ohhc.org. 
uk, or search for West Derby Hockey Club 
Hockey for Heroes 2015. 


Mike perks up score 
to give Town the win 


Highgate United 2 Tipton Town 3 

TIPTON TOWN once again frustrated High¬ 
gate United by backing up their semi-final 
cup victory over the Solihull side with a 3-2 
away success in the Midlands Football Alli¬ 
ance League. 

Town hit back from their 6-2 home defeat against 


Boldmere. Smarting 
from that mauling, Town 
kicked of in a determined 
mood. 

They took the lead on 
six minutes when Marvin 
Nisbett turned the home 
side’s Craig Hall and then 
enforced Dean Curtis to di¬ 
vert the ball past his own 
goalkeeper, Chris Jay. 

After further pressure by 
Tipton, weathered well by 
the home side, the scores 
were tied in the 11th min¬ 
ute. Shane Benjamin drilled 
home a penalty after home 
dangerman Lei Brown was 
upended when haring for 
goal. 

Brown was in the thick of 
it again minutes later, when 
some incisive play by his 
colleagues, Curtis and Karl 
King, put him clear. His rak¬ 
ing left-footer crashed high 
into the Tipton side-netting. 

Mensah Kinch and Andy 
Dicken went close as Tipton 
continued to threaten. Con¬ 
nor Gater fully extended 
the home keeper after fine 
constructive work by Mike 
Perks. 

And the visitors deserv¬ 
edly went ahead when Matt 
Weymann drove home in 
the 36th minute. 

Good build-up play 
by skipper Chris Water- 
house,and John Hill forged 
openings for Matt Weyman 


Football 


and Marvin Nisbett as the 
visitors enjoyed a period of 
superiority. 

Nisbett forced a fine stop 
from Jay when heading for 
goal to meet Danny Asht¬ 
on’s swinging cross. 

On the stroke of half¬ 
time, though, play rapidly 
switched to the other end 
where visiting keeper James 
Pemberton preserved Tip¬ 
ton’s narrow lead with a 
good save from dangerman 
Brown. 

Andrew Dicken and Perks 
ensured Tipton began the 
second period on the front 
foot. Clever, constructive 
interplay between the pair 
threatened the home goal 
again only for a strong tell¬ 
ing interception from High- 
gate’s Craig Hall to halt 
their progress. 

But in the 64th minute 
Highgate drew level when 
Dean Curtis was quickest 
to react to a loose ball in the 
area and lashed home. 

But Highgate, while still 
congratulating themselves, 
then paid the price for a slip 
in concentration. Inventive 
play by Nisbet and Kinch 
engineered an opening for 
a gleeful Mike Perks to re¬ 
store Tipton’s lead with a 
quick-fire reply. 



Bathams get on board with the big bikes 


Team principal Ian Woollacott and riders Patrick Muff and Michael Rutter plus bike at Bathams Brewery 


MICHAEL RUTTER will be riding 
BMW machinery throughout this 
year’s British Superbike Champion¬ 
ship and road racing campaign. 

The rider from Brierley Hill offi¬ 
cially unveiled his new motorbikes at 
local Bathams hostelry The Vine pub 

Rutter will enter the 2014 British 
Superbike Championship with the 
full backing of the Black Country 
brewery after they agreed to be his 


main sponsors once again. He will be 
riding BMW 1000s under team IWR, 
along with Swiss rider Patrick Muff, 
who will be his team-mate this year 
in the BSB. 

Rutter will also be racing at the 
International North West 200 road 
races in Northern Island, where he 
has already picked up 13 wins, fol¬ 
lowed by the Isle of Man TT races, 
where he broke a 130mph average 
lap around the famous 37.73 mile 


course last year for the first time. 

The road racing campaign will also 
be backed by Bathams and Rutter 
will form another two-man team, 
with Irishman Stephen Thompson. 

The Bathams team will start test¬ 
ing this week at the Donington Park 
race-track. The first race of the BSB 
season will take place at Brands 
Hatch in Kent over the Easter week¬ 
end, April 19 to April 20. The North 
West 200 will be held in May. 


Heathens 
need a 
good start 
says boss 

WILL Pottinger is desper¬ 
ate to see his Cradley side 
build a handy lead when 
they face King’s Lynn in 
what is now the first leg 
of the National Shield at 
Monmore next Tuesday . 

Heathens are chasing a 
fourth successive success 
in the competition but for 
the first time they are rac¬ 
ing as defending league 
champions. 

And following last 
week’s postponement of 
the first leg at the Nor¬ 
folk Arena, Pottinger says 
his side have to go on the 
front foot from the start. 

“It’s vital for us to build 
up a handy lead,” he said. 
“King’s Lynn were our 
nearest challengers for 
the league title last season 
and they’ve built a good 
side once again. 

“We will have a full 
team available with no 
fixture clashes so I’m 
pleased about that and 
hopefully we can get into 
them early and build up a 
lead.” 

Meanwhile Pottinger 
is staying relaxed de¬ 
spite the trade magazine, 
Speedway Star, making 
Cradley firm favourite for 
the league title once again 
in their survey of journal¬ 
ists around the country. 

He said: “We know an¬ 
ything can happen during 
the course of a season and 
we need to just take every 
meeting as it comes.” 
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Lambert 
lays down 
gauntlet 

BOSS Paul Lambert has 
challenged Villa to final¬ 
ly secure their Premier 
League place and insisted 
they will need less than 40 
points to survive. 

Villa are still in danger 
after Saturday’s 4-1 de¬ 
feat to Manchester United 
left them 12th. They host 
rock-bottom Fulham on Sat¬ 
urday before going to strug¬ 
gling Crystal Palace. And 
Lambert insisted he doesn’t 
believe Villa need to hit the 
recognised benchmark for 
survival to stay up. 

“I don’t think it will take 
40 points this year,” he said, 
with Villa eight points above 
the bottom three with seven 
games left. 

“If you look at the fixtures 
everybody’s got, it’s really 
tough.” 
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Whiley 
wins title 
without 
playing 

HALESOWEN’S Jordanne 
Whiley has returned from 
the US having secured back- 
to-back ITF 1 Series wom¬ 
en’s doubles title partnering 
South Africa’s Kgothatso 
Montjane. 

They were declared the 
winners over the weekend 
at the Pensacola Open, 
where the circumstances 
meant they didn’t have to 
play a match to follow up 
their success two weeks ago 
at the Cajun Classic. 

The second seeds were 
given a bye into the semi-fi¬ 
nals in Pensacola before 
their opponents had to with¬ 
draw due to injury. 

With Whiley and Mont- 
janeall set for a rematch 
of their Cajun Classic final 
against top seed Lucy 
Shuker and Jiske Griffioen 
on Sunday, Griffioen was 
forced to pull out of the dou¬ 
bles final after incurring a 
back injury during her ear¬ 
lier women’s singles final 
against fellow Dutchwoman 
Aniek van Koot. 

“It’s never the way you 
want to win a match or a 
tournament and it’s cer¬ 
tainly a unique situation, 
but we’ll take it and it gives 
me a fifth successive dou¬ 
bles title for this season,” 
said Whiley, who has con¬ 
solidated her world No. 6 
singles ranking and world 
No. 3 doubles ranking dur¬ 
ing the two tournaments in 
Louisiana and Florida. 

Ex-players 
pass course 

FORMER West Midlands 
footballers are among 14 
ex-players who have quali¬ 
fied as potential club direc¬ 
tors. 

Ex-Albion defender Dar¬ 
ren Moore, former Villa 
midfielder Ian Taylor, ex- 
Wolves and Baggies striker 
Jason Roberts and former 
Molineux forward Nathan 
Blake have completed the 
On Board course designed 
to prepare them for life in 
the boardroom. 

It aims to get more di¬ 
rectors from ethnic minor¬ 
ities. They have graduated 
from an accredited course, 
which is backed by football 
authorities including the FA 
and PFA. 

Other than foreign own¬ 
ers, Manchester United are 
the only Premier League 
club with an ethnic minority 
board member. 

Roberts said: “The more 
diverse the game is, the bet¬ 
ter it will become.” 


Old Hales put heavy loss behind them 


Old Halesonians 22 Hinckley 18 

HALES first team returned to league action 
following a heavy loss to top of the league 
Broadstreet last week. The earlier meeting 
at Hinckley in the season saw Hales totally 
in command in the first half but Hinckley 
used forward strength to win the spoils. 

This game was the opposite, despite ini¬ 
tial pressure by the home side Hales putting 
some useful phases together, the Hinckley 
defence stood strong. 

After several attempts by Hales forwards 
to force their way over the line, it was wing 
Simon Sabel who collected from the base 


Rugby 


and scored the first try of the game 5 -0. 

Again a great start that gave the home 
support some confidence, but not for long. 
Hinckley picked up the pace and drove con¬ 
tinually into the Hales defence with some 
great driving mauls. 

The running power of the Hinckley left 
winger gave the visitors their first try 
following loose play by Hales backs. The 
winger intercepted to score unopposed to 
give them a lead 5-7. 

It was Hinckley with the upper hand for 


the rest of the half and without some reso¬ 
lute defence by Hales the game could have 
been over at half time. Again the visitors 
fed their winger who scored under the posts 
for a half-time lead. 

After 65 minutes Hales won a line out, 
the ball found it’s way to stalwart Tom Jor¬ 
dan who smashed his way from 20 yards out 
to score, converted by Stephen Powell 12- 
14. Continued pressure from kick off forced 
a penalty for Hales which Powell slotted 
to lead 15 -14. Ten more minutes of con¬ 
stant pressure from a much improved set 
of backs, particularly centre Carl Robinson 


whose defensive tackling was immense. 
Hooker Pete Fitzgerald made a break 
through the visitors defence in their 22 to 
feed centre Andy Holloway in support who 
scored the try of the match. 

Powell took the difficult conversion but 
he was on a role to lead 22-14. To their 
credit Hinckley came back in the last five 
minutes for an unconverted try to give a 
home victory to Hales. Skipper Rich Taylor 
received a multiple fracture of his cheek¬ 
bone which will keep him out until next 
season. Hales first team travel to Longton 
in Staffordshire this week, kick off 3pm. 


SEADOGS SUNK AS 
YEIIZ LAND PLACE 


Halesowen Town 3 
Scarborough Athletic 0 

HALESOWEN maintained a four- 
point gap at the top of the table with 
a comfortable victory guaranteeing a 
play-off place at the very least. 

Ben Haseley and Joe Hull both went close 
with early Yeltz headers, spurred on by 601 


fans - the highest at¬ 
tendance in the whole 
league this season. 

Haseley soon set the Yeltz 
on course by finishing off 
his 30th goal of the sea¬ 
son from close range in the 
ninth minute after Iyseden 
Christie waltzed around a 
hesitant visiting rearguard 
missing two suspended cen¬ 
tral defenders to put the ball 
away in the net. 

Just seconds later Hase¬ 
ley had an opportunity to 
extend the Yeltz lead but 
missed another glorious 
chance when he planted a 
free header which flew wide 
of the mark. 

Curling 

Jordan Thewlis posed 
Scarborough’s main threat 
and he hit a 30th minute 
half-volley just past the post 
before curling over the bar 
six minutes before the in¬ 
terval. 

Man-of-the-match Chris¬ 
tie deservedly doubled the 
Yeltz lead smashing home 
a 56th minute penalty after 
being brought down by Mat¬ 
thew Plummer. 

Within a minute Christie 
burst forward again and 
selflessly squared the ball 
to Haseley, but he was de¬ 
nied by a blocking save from 
visiting goalkeeper Jason 


Football 


White. The Seadogs pushed 
forward in the latter stages 
with substitute Grant Ryan 
and Gary Bradshaw both 
going close but nothing 
came of the attack and it 
was then Halesowen made 
sure of the victory. 

Haseley made it a re¬ 
sounding 3-0 in the 84th 
minute by lofting a brilliant 
finish over goalkeeper White 
after latching onto Neil 
MacKenzie’s through ball. 

With two minutes remain¬ 
ing MacKenzie skilfully 
skipped several challenges 
but White turned his 20- 
yard shot around the post 
but that was academic by 
this stage in the game. 

Halesowen Town: 
Sargeant; Green, Charlton 
(Kelly 85), MacKenzie, Hull 
(c), Tilt, Griffiths, Botfield 
(Tonks 76), Christie, Hase¬ 
ley (Gueyes 85), Danks. 

Unused Subs: Penney, 
Pearson (GK). 

Scarborough Athletic: 
White; Middleton, Shep¬ 
pard, Plummer, Foot (c) (At¬ 
kinson 64), Beadle, Thewlis, 
Hughes (Ryan 20), Blott 
(Barlow 68), Bradshaw, Wil¬ 
liams. 

Unused Subs: None. 

Referee: John Law. 

Attendance: 601 


Struggling DK get mauling from the Tigers 



Heading for a collision Nick Murphy goes full tilt for Dudley Kingswinford against Sheffield Tigers 


Sheffield Tigers 45 DK 8 

DK travelled to fellow strugglers 
Sheffield Tigers with a slight degree 
of optimism. 

However, it was not long before 
any thoughts of a first victory of the 
season were dispelled in a game rid¬ 
dled with errors from both teams. 

In the 11th minute the Tigers 
opened their account. Following a 
line out, their forwards recycled the 
ball very well and eventually it was 


worked to their three quarters and 
centre Nicholas Thomson crossed for 
the try. Thomas Outram added the 
extras. Three minutes later Sheffield 
were unlucky not to go further ahead 
when the referee disallowed them a 
try deeming there had been a double 
movement. 

In the 23rd minute DK were pe¬ 
nalised for not releasing and the 
home side kicked deep into Dudley 
territory and from the line out they 


scored an identical try to the first. 
This time it was winger Peter Swat- 
kins who scored. Once again Thomas 
Outram added the additional points. 

Just before half time DK were 
dealt two blows. A1 Francis injured 
a hand and was replaced by Richard 
Hickman and Jon Tides well received 
a yellow card for persistent infringe¬ 
ments. 

Tigers took advantage of the situa¬ 
tion and pushed further ahead. 


Putting 
pressure 
on the Bs 

Bustleholme 2 
Dudley Sports 5 

DUDLEY Sports took a 
massive step in their battle 
to stay in the West Midlands 
League Premier Division 
and by doing so put more 
pressure on Bustleholme. 

Bustleholme started the 
better and Jason Walters al¬ 
most put them ahead on two 
minutes when his shot came 
back off the bar. 

Sports found the strong 
wind difficult and keeper 
Dom Richard came to their 
rescue on a couple of occa¬ 
sions. But they took the lead 
on 25 minutes when Craig 
Tibbetts turned in a Jordon 
Harrison cross. 

Bustleholme were level 
within five minutes when 
Mo Drawl raced clear and 
fired home. The Bs took the 
lead five minutes from the 
interval when a defensive 
mistake allowed Jack Whit- 
tall in. 

In stoppage time Harri¬ 
son was tripped in the box 
and he picked himself up to 
hammer home the resulting 
penalty to equalise. 

Sports took control in the 
second half and Richie Jones 
put them in front on the 
hour mark. Harrison com¬ 
pleted his brace and Jones 
added his own second. 

Dorrans primed 
for a key role 

PEPE MEL has singled out 
Graham Dorrans for a key 
role in Albion’s battle for 
Premier League survival. 

It marks a dramatic 
change of fortunes for the 
Scotland international. 

But the revival of his ca¬ 
reer has been one of the pos¬ 
itive features of the Spanish 
head coach’s reign so far at 
the Hawthorns. 
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